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N the 26th of laſt December, his Majeſty — 5 

gracious meſſage to both Houſes of Parliament 
communicated, with the utmoſt concern, the abrupt ter- 
mination of the late negotiation with France, and di- 
rected the details of the embaſſy to be laid before them 
for their conſideration. 

Upon this occaſion it appeared, that the negotiation 
had terminated upon a difference totally unconnected 
with the original cauſes of the war. It was manifeſt, that 
this country had completely abandoned the principles 
which, in the face of all Europe, the great confede- 
racy againſt France had aſſigned as the juſtification 
of hoſtilities. The return of peace (now removed to 
an incalculable diſtance) turned entirely upon territorial 
ceſſions, neither in fact nor in principle conteſted at the 
time of the rupture, but which, as will appear by the 


following pages, were put at the fect of Great Britain, as 


the arbitreſs of univerſal tranquillity. 

This was our condition. The object of the conteſt 
totally ſunk, but the conteſt continuing without proſpect 
e 77 be ; one hundred millions of debt added to the 
former grievous weight of national incumbrances; many 


channels of our commerce obſtructed, and our manu- 


factures ſuffering in proportion; objects of revenue 
within the pale of luxury threatening unproduction from 
the neceſſiiy of extending them beyond what luxuries 
will carry; whilſt the ſinews of the laborious poor were 
cracking under the burdens already impoſed vob all the 
neceflaries of lite, 
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The Engliſh people had heretofore been characteriſed 
by an extreme jealouſy of their government; by a diſpo- 
fition rather to magnify, and even to imagine evils, than 
to ſubmit without 1nquiry to actual and unexampled 
calamities. A great public ſenſation might, therefore 
have been expected from ſuch a conjuncture ; Worte 
eſpecially as the near approach of peace had been induf. 
triouny circulated and auxioufly anticipated; vet, as far 


as ] have been able to inform myſelf, no public event of | 


any magnitude ever appeared to be received with more 
perfect indifference and unconcern. Inſtead of any de- 
fre to queſtion the prudence of the public councils, to 
ieview tue paſt, or to provide for the future, it appeared 
to de more than ever the prevailing, and ſeemingly ex- 
viting maxim, that government muſt be ſupported; 
mixed too with a conſiderable degree of bitternets againſt 
all who queſtioned its proceedings. i 1 
That government muſt be ſupported is a maxim juſt 
and incontrovertible, when properly underſtood. But 


been confounded. A change in the one is confi- 
dered as a ſubverſion of the other; and a ditpoſi- 
tion to remove abuſes, under any regnhtions, is ac- 
counted, even by thoſe who admit and lament their ex- 
iſtence, as an attack upon the conſtitution, which ſuffers 
Wien 3% 8 

It is from this wide-ſpread ſenſation that the authors 
of our preſent calamities are cheriſhed and ſupported, 
even by thoſe who condemn them; whilft they, who 
with witdom and perteverance have oppoſed all the mea- 


ſures which produced them, are diicountenanced and 


altruſted--:=- | - OD 

Such an unnatural change in the feelings and cha- 
raters of Engliſhmen has naturally given riſe to ſpecu- 
lations upon its cauſes. 
wholly eicher to the general increafe of luxury, or to the 
enormous increaſe of the crown's influence: theſe are 
capable, indeed, of producing great changes in the public 
character, and are faſt producing them; but their march 
is too flow to have reached ſo juddenly to the pitch we 
are arrived at. The ſtate of the public mind muſt there- 
fore be otherwiſe accounted for, and another cauſe has 
accordingly been aſſigned for it—the phenomenon of the 
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the adminiſtration and the government have of late 
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Trench revolution, and its mighty influence upon the 
igher orders of men. This is true in part: the 


French Revolution is the cauſe, but not the only cauſe ; 


t wouid have probably ſubſided quickly, and with 
ton ſequences extremely different, but for the cotempo- 
ary phenomenon of the power and character of the Bri- 
in miniſter : 


Within all our memories another great revolution 


14d taken place, ſcarcely leis ſtriking and extraordinary, 
s it applied to alarm the government of Great Britain. 


The foundation of republican America had a ſimilar, if 


not an equal, tendency. to produce the ſame diſpoſition 


in the people to an indiſcriminate ſupport of mini- 


ers. If degrees of compariſon were neceſſary to my 
argument, I might aſſert, that the ra of the Ame- 
ican war had even a more natural and obvious ten- 


lency than the later one in France to collect the landed 


and monied intereſt of England in a biind ſupport of the 
miniſters of the day. | N 


The revolution in America, like the revolution of 


France, exhibited to the world the danger of ſuffering 


the general grievances of a people, real or imaginary, to 
remain unredreſſed; but with this ſtriking difference 


the revolution in France was the ſubverfion of a foreign 
government; that of America wis the deſtruction of 
our own : the diſcontents that provoked the French to 
reſiſtance were abuies which could not be felt by Engliſh- 


men under any milgovernment ; but the Americans were 


revolted ſubjects, and the cauſe of their revolt was tbe 
abuſes and corruptions in our own conſtitution: the 
very abutes and corruptions which are complained of to 
this hour. Yet fo 1rmapoſiiole is it to take any correct 
account of the events oi the world, without attending to 
the characters of men who are the actors in them; ſo 
vain is it to think of tracing civil contequences from their 


cauſes, as if we were dealing with the operations of mat- 


ter, that, uuleſs we look to the accidental impulies 
7 5 | 


arifing from individual predominancy, we ſhould be 


conſtantly deceived. Ihe American convulfion pro- 


duced a ſenſation in England directly the reverſe 6f what 
is felt at this moment; and the ſame man gave to the. 

two events, ſo calculated to have produced correſponding 
effects, a ducCt.on and conlegquences diametrically op- 
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polite, With the one he rouſed the Britiſh democracy ty 
_ threaten the corruptions of the other orders which had 


tainted and enſlaved it; with the other he now frightens. 


the people into a ſurrender of their beſt privileges, and 


which he repeatedly and folemnly declared to be utterly 
inconſiſtent with the very exiſtence of an upright admi- 
niſt ration. . W © „„ 

It may be ſaid, that the two revolutions were very 
different.--Very different indeed. -It is now too late 
to rail at or fight with the one, and our railing and fight- 
ing have created almoſt all the evils of the other. Ame- 
rica and France began their revolutions upon the ſame 
principles, but with very different fortunes. America 
had no ancient internal ariſtocracy---France had nothing 
cife. America had to contend with England only; a 
contention which gave her France to protect her: France 
had to contend againſt the world. When England had 
_exhauſted and diſgraced herſelf, America was therefore 
free; but France had to exhauſt and diſgrace the world, 


and in the dreadful effort has been driven to extremities 


in which ſhe frequently has diſgraced herſelf. Bur, with 
theſe accidental differences, the objects were the ſame : 


diſcontent occafioned by abuſes produced bothrevolutions. 


Both governments might have continued monarchical, if 
corrupt power would have ſubmitted to correction: 


they are now both free repreſentative republics ; and 


if corruption will not yet be corrected, let her look to 
herſelf. oo £ 


During the firſt of theſe great Kras, Mr, Pitt began 
his public life, under circumſtances ſo ſplendid and ſo 
honourable to himielt, that, having no perional enmity 
towards him, it is painful to me to recur to them; in- 
deed, if any part of what is written hereafter ſhall appear 
to be dictated by fo unworthy a motives, I utterly and 
fnlemnly diſclaim it. I make no attack upon his private 
character; but the public exiſtence is at ftake ; Mr. Pitt 
is a miniſter in a moſt awſul criſis: J feel a duty in exa- 
mining his conduct in that capacity, and my public con- 
duct im oppoſing him 1s equally open to the animadver- 
on of e world. It is only by looking back to the patt 
that we can hope to correct the future : and when de- 
lukon has overſpread a nation, the illumination of an 
VV A angel 
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angel would only darken it, unleſs the cauſes of it were 
firſt detected and expoled, To obtain ſecurity for Eng- 
land, we muſt Jook back to the time when ſhe was at 
Fee? : we muſt examine the caules and progrets of the 
war; mutt reirace all our ſteps, and look, if we dare, to 
what they lead. 

Towards the cloſe of the American war, Mr. Pitt 
(a boy almoſt) ſaw the corrupt condition of Parlia- 
ment, from the detect in the repreſentation of the peo- 
ple, with the eyes of a mature ſtatefman: the eagle eyes 


of his father had ſeen it before him, and the thunder of 


his eloquence had made it tremble. Lord Chatham had 
detected and expoſed the rank corruption of the Houſe 


of Commons as the ſole cauſe of that fatal quarrel, and 


left it as a. legacy to his fon to avenge and to correct 
it. The youthful exertions of Mr. Pitt were worthy 
of the delegation.---From my acquaintance with him, 


both before and upon his firſt entrance into public life, 1 


have no doubt of his perfect fincerity in the cauſe he then 
undertook; and the maturity of his judgment, even at 


that time, with which 1 was well acquainted, ſecures his 


conduct from the raſhneſs of unthinking youth, _ His 


efforts are in the memory of the whole public, and their 
miſcarriage at that time are mots in my opinion, to be 


imputed to him. 

Corruption and abuſe, always uniform, oppoſed to 
Mr. Pitt's propoſitious of retorination the identical ob- 
jections which, ander his o“ auſpices, they oppoſe to all 
re formation now ; and Parliament at that time, like the 
late Pal liament, for motives which I leave to every man 9 
own reflection, rejected reformation in ail its ſhapes. 


Within the walls of the Houſe of Commons, the pro- 


prietors of boroughs expreſſed their indignation (as the 


have lately, and as they would to-morrow ) that ſuch a 


prepoſterous time ſhould be choſen for alteration, how- 


ever wie or regulated, as the concluſion of the American 
war; the empire, they faid, had been rent afunder 
by the fermentation of political opinions; that our co- 


loniſts had become republicans ; and that if the door 


were once opened to changes, who ſhould preſcribe their 
limits? 


Theſe arguments triumphed in the Houſe of Com- 


mons, but Mr, Pitt triumphed with the difintereſted pant 
8 | | - 0 
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of the nation. His arguments for chooſing that criſis 
were convincing and unanſwerable.” The cauſe of re- 
form was highly popular, and men of the preateſt rank 
and fortune took the lead in it. Irregularities of courſe 
were committed, but the public mind was found. Li- 
bels on Parliament at that time, as fince, were written; 
but Mr. Pitt's were unqueſtionably the ſtrongeſt and the 
beſt. Public meetings, to take the ſenſe of the people 
upon the conduct of the Houſe of Commons in rejecting 
the propolition, were univerially promoted; but thoſe 
of Mr. Pitt, at the Thatched Houſe Tavern, (as might 
be expected from his talents and the influence of his ſup- 
porters) were by much the moſt ſyſtematical, and the 
moſt alarming to government. 


Soon after this period, Mr. Pitt became prime mi- 


niſter, an object of overſetting ambition fer a very 
young perſon, and indeed, independently of that, it is 


might have had to ſerve the King, and rule the Britiſh 
Parliament according to the liberal principles with which 
he began his public life, his Majeſty, without very eſ- 
ſential changes, could not be fo ferved, nor a Britif 
Parliament be ſo conducted. %% es 
It would be unfair, in a publication addrefled to the 


world, to preſume to trace the inſcnſible changes in the WY 


mind of this miniſter upon the favourite object of his 
youth, the nurſe of his fame, and his conduetor to 
power; I know enough of the corruptions infeparable 
from the adminiſtration of a government which muſt 
be managed upon the principles of our own at pre- 
ſent, to be able to make many allowances. It is enough 
for my preſent purpoſe, that Mr. Pitt firſt totally aban- 
doned his own opinions, and afterwards became the op- 
poſer, and even the perſecutor of all who continued to 

preſerve them. . | ts es 
{ will nct leave it to his advocates to remark, that 


though he had indeed abandoned the caule of reform, 


yet that the condition of things was in ſome reſpects 
changed when he made his grand attack upon the fe- 
formers: that the French revolution bad intervened 
that it had cauſed a great fermentation in the minds 
of men; that it appeared to have given to the zeal ot 
| Joie Britith reformers a tinge of republicanitm ; and 
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hat the effects and conſequences of that great event had 
read an awful leſſon to the world. Had Mr. Pitt acted 
with good faith upon theſe conſiderations, if be really 
-ntertaided them, I know enough of the character of 
his underſtanding to believe that his conduct would have 
been different: and his original principle, on which he 
reſted the Whole of his memorable argument for the 
reform of Parliament, confirms me in that belief. 

Mr, Pitt's principle, il uſtrated by the American conteſt, 

was, that the hold; ding high the abuſes of government bad 
been the foundation of all danger and violence to its 
authority, He would therefore have again brought 
forward the Britiſh conſtitution in its purity, as an an- 
tidote to republican ſpeculations; confident that from 
his ſituation, and from the double hold he would have 

had by*it over the nation, he might have given the ſpirit 
of reform his own direction, and moulded it to his own 
will. But unfortunately for England, he could not do 
this WITHOUT AT LEAST A TEMFORARY SACRIFICE 
OF BIS STATION AS MINISTER; Mr. Pitt, therefore, 
choſe to remain in bis ſtation upon the only principles 
in which, without reform, it could poſſibly be main- 
tained. 

Having made this election, it is impoſſidle, without 
the groſſeſt injuſtice, to deny that he has conducted him 
ſelf with maſterly ſkill, and with a boldneſs without 
example iu the hiſtory 'of the miniſter of any regular 
government. The enthuſiaſm for Engliſh reform, ani- 
mated in its zeal from the ſtruggles of the firſt reform- 
ers of France, when the Baſtille fell, and when the Par- 
liament of Paris opened its doors to the repreſentatives 
of the nation, began to aſſume an energy of which wiſ- 
dom and virtue migat have taken the ſafe direction, but 
which 1 admit, at the ſame tune, required either to be 
managed by a liberal ſupport from government, or to 
be checked in its exceſſes by a pr udent and conſtitutional 
reſtraint. The Britiſh miniſter took neither of theſe 
courſes. Too old in office to put his ſituation to ha- 
zard, by ſupporting the liberal principles which be- 
flowed it; too bold and too ſtrongly ſupported to em- 
ploy caution in his remedy ; embittered, perhaps, with - 
the reflection of his own defection, and with the re- 
preaches levelied at him, he ſeems to have reſolved to 
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contagion of liberty from France, he determined to cut 


to keep them ſeparated at the chance, or rather the 
certainty, from his own creation, of a general war in 
Europe. f 


ſocieties, inſtituted for the reform of Parliament fur— 
niſhed a ſeaſonable but a contemptible pretext ; they had 


ſent congratulations to the French government when it 
had ceaſed to be monarchical : in their corre{pondencies | 


through the country on the abuſes and corruptions of the 
Britiſh conſtitution, they had unfortunately mixed many 
ill-timed and extravagant encomiums upon the revolu- 


broke looſe from the principles which deſerved them; 


and, in their juſt indignation towards the confederacies We 
then forming in Europę, they wrote many ſevere ftric- FT 


tures againſt their monarchical eſtabliſhments, from 
which the mixed principles of our own government 


were not diſtinctly or prudently ſeparated. They wrote 


| befides, as an incitement to the reform of Parliament, 
many bitter obſervations upon the defective conſtitution, 


and the conſequent corruptions of the Houle of Com- 
mons; ſome of which, according to the juit theory of the 
law, were unqueſtionably libels. 5 | 
Theſe irregularitics and exceſſes were, for a conſider- 
able length of time, wholly overiooked by government. 
Mr. Paine's works had been extenively and iuduſtriouſly 
circulated throughout England and Scotland; the correſ- 
pondencies, which above a year afterwards became the 
jubject of the ſtate trials, had been printed in every 
newſpaper, and fold without queſtion or interruption in 


every ſhop in the kingdom ; when a circumſtance took 


place, not calculated, one would imagine, to have oc- 
caſioned any additional alarm to the country, but which 
(mixed with the effects on the public from Mr. Burke's 
_ firſt celebrated publication on the French Revolution,) 
ſeems to have given riſe to the King's Proclamation, 
the firſt act of government regarding France and her 
affairs. N „ | 

A few gentlemen, not above fifty in number, and 
conſiſting principally of perſons of rank, talents, and 
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\aracter, formed themſelves into a ſociety, under the 


ame of the Friends of the People. They had obſerved 


ith concern, as they profefſed in the publiſhed mo- 


ves of their affociation, the groſsly unequal repreſenta- 


on of the people in the Houſe of Commons; its 
fects upon the meaſures of government; but, above 


I, its apparent tendency to lower the dignity of Parlia- - 


zent, and to deprive it of the opinion of the people. 
'heir avowed object was, therefore, to bring the very 


uſe, which Mr. Pitt had ſo recently taken the lead in, 


irly and reſpectfully before the Houſe of Commons; 


1 hopes, as they declared, to tranquiliſe the 1 rin ; 
| or the 
giflature, ſo neceſſary to ſecure ſubmiſſion to its au- 


art of the public, to reſtore affection and reſpect 


nority ; and, by concentrating the views of all reform- 


rs to the preſervation of our invaluable conſtitution, to 


revent that fermentation of political opinion, which the 
rench revolution had undoubted'y given rife to, from 


king a republican direction in Great Britain.“ Theſe 


ere not only the profeſſed objects of this aſſociation, but 


he truth and good faith of them received afterwards the 


anction of judicial authority, when their proceedings 
ere brought forward by government in the courſe of the 
tate trials. = ns TT. 


Nevertheleſs, on the very day that Mr. Grey, at the 
leſire of this ſmall ſociety, gave notice of his intended 
notion in the Houſe of Commons, there was an inſtan- 
aneous movement amongſt miniſters, as if a great na- 
ional conſpiracy had been diſcovered. No act of go- 


ernment appeared to have been in agitation before that 


period, although the correſpondencies before alluded to 
had, for months, been public and notorious, and there 


vas ſcarcely an information, even for a libel, upon the 


le of the Court of King's Bench. Nevertheleſs, a 


council was almoſt immediately held, and his Majeſty 


as adviſed to iſſue his royal proclamation of the 21ſt of 


May, 1792, to rouſe the vigilance and attention of the 


magiſtrates throughout the kingdom to the vigorous 


Ucharge of their duties. 


I declare, upon my honour, theſe were my reaſons for becoming _ 


member of that ſociety, 


ob 
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If this had been the only object of the proclamation 5 world, re 


and if it had been followed up by no other proceeding 


and avertt 


than the ſuppreſſion of libels, and a coercive reſpect fo | think of. 
the authorities of Parliament, it would have been hap ties of hu 


for England; unfortunately, it ſeemed to have other ob 


75 : 


jects, which, if as a ſubje& of the country I had no 


may be p 


degrees, 


right to condemn, I may at leaſt, 
hiſtory, be now allowed to lament. 


effectually, all principles were conſidered as French by 


his Majeſty's miniſters which queſtioned the infallibiliti, 
of their own government, or which looked towards the 


If it had iſſued, however, under the authority of the 


Britiſh miniſtry only, it probably could not have pro bY 


duced its important and unfortunate effects. But the 


miniſter, : before he adviſed the meaſure, had taken care 
to ſecure the diſunion of the Whig party, which had hi 


therto firmly and uniformly oppoſed both the princip 


ried to belong, as I ſtill do to cling even to the weather 
beaten pieces of the wreck which remains of it. Nei- 
ther am I aſhamed of the appellation of party, when the 
_ phraſe is properly underſtood ; for without parties, ce 


mented by the union of ſound principles, evil men andy 


with the freedom of 
| „ ol the Fr 
The proclamation had unqueſtionably for its object, td 
ſpread the alarm againſt French principles; and, to do it 
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= 


pelled by 


it, the a 
dexterou: 
miſlead ; 
vided ſta 


= others, \ 
leaſt change in the repreſentation of the people in Pars. 
that befo 


* 2 


dom; 


power b 


evil principles cannot be ſucceſsfully reſiſted. I flatter 


myſelf that the people of England will not haftily be- 
heve, that I have ever been actuated in my public con- which e 
r Nothing 
be Whig party, as it has been called, was inſig⸗- 
nificant indeed from its numbers, and weak from the? 
mighty influence of the crown in the hands of its ad- 
verfaries ; but formidable, nevertheleſs, from illuſtrious 
rank, great property, and ſplendid talents; ſtill more 


intereſt or ambition. 


duct by 


from an opinion of public. integrity, which formed a 
ſtrong hold upon the minds of the country. I look back 


men may fairly differ, have preſerved the peace 
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and wher 


try. If 


port of t 
ſecured t 
guiſhed | 
ſtood to 


| | | ended in 
and practice of his adminiſtration. To this body Iglo 


The 
only ger 


\ 


inſtitutec 
and free 
tally defi 

It was 


pote, tl 
tolly up! 
even cor 
intellige 


al oof fre 
| by its in 


Kk that ma 
with the moſt heartfelt and diſpiriting ſorrow to the di- 
| viſion of this little phalanx, whoſe union upon the pri- 

ciples which firſt bound them together might, in ſpite of? 
differences of opinion in matters concerning which good 
of the WM! 


luſion v 
tion u pe 
myſelt. 
to make 
nocent 


Dr 
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orld, re- animated the forms of our own conſtitution, 
1d averted calamities, the end of which I tremble to 
ink of. Reflecting, however, as I do, upon the frail- 
es of human nature, adverting to the deceptions which 
nay be practiſed upon it, and which men, by inſenfible 
egrees, unconſciouſly practiſe upon themſelves ; com- 
elled by candour to keep in view the unexampled criſis 
f the French revolution, the horrors which disfigured 
„ the alarms inſeparable from it, but, above all, the 
exterous artifices which it furniſhed to inflame and to 
niflead ; I wiſh to draw a veil over the ſtages which di- 
ided ſtateſmen and friends, at the very moment, of all 
thers, when they ought to have drawn cloſer together, 
nd when their union might have preſerved their coun- 
ry. T ſhall, therefore, content myſelf with obſerving, 
hat before the King's Proclamation was ifſued, the ſup- 
ort of the Duke of Portland had not only probably been 
ecured to it, but the aſſent of ſome of the moſt diſtin- 
ruiſhed perſons in the oppoſition had been well under— 
tood to the whole of that ſyſtem of meaſures which 
nded in the war with France. | 1 

The proclamation, thus ſupported, was planted as the 
only genuine banner of loyalty throughout the king- 
lom; voluntary bodies, to ſtrengthen the executive 
power by maintaining proſecutions, were every where 
nftituted. Society was rent aſunder, and the harmony 
and freedom of Englith manners were, for a ſea{o, to- 
ally deſtroyed. C 5 

It was at this period that the ſeeds of war were ſown, 
which ever ſince we have been untortunately reaping. 
Nothing is more diſtant from my temper, or my pur- 
pole, than to faſten the charge either of corruption or 
tolly upon all who were ſeized with this alarm, or who 
even contributed to 1ts propagation. Many worthy and 
intelligent perſons, ſuperior to common weakneſſes, and 
aloof from all meanneſs. were undoubtedly hurried away 
by its influence. It is far more pleaſant to me to hope, 
that many of thoſe who were active in ſpreading the de- 
lufion were themſelves deluded, than to ſcatter unputa- 
tion upon thouſands who may be wiſer and better than 
myſelt. The public, in a cooler hour, will be prepared 
to make the proper diſtinctions, and to ſeparate the in- 
nocent from the guilty. But the effects were not the 

Ingen 5 leſs 


44) by 
leſs miſchievous, whatever might have been the moe | 
tives; and the deluſion, however it may be yet diſguiſed Conſide 
by the cauſes which produced it, will appear in the fu ſtirring th 
ture hiſtory of England as a blot in the annals of an en“ had laidit 


lightened age and of a free country, | mond (tt 


The ſpirit which became prevalent about this ime only the 
which bore down every thing before it, and prepared lengths to 
the nation for war, was an abſolute horror of every thing the ſubjec 
connected with France, and even for liberty itſelf, be! ſhort of t. 
cauſe France avowed to be contending for it. It con- acted upo 
founded the caſual intemperance of an enlarged and — Whilſt 

warm zeal for the freedom and happineſs of mankind? to decide 
with a tendency to univerſal anarchy, and to a reſiſtance been the 
of all governments: it conſidered an irritable ſenſe of proclima 
the evils attending the Chriſtian ſuperſtitions, and a in this cc 
complacency under their rapid declenſion, as a decided nor has 
apoſtaſy from the church, and as the ſure teſt of irreli- againſt tl 

gion, and even of atheiſm itſelf, It ſet down as a de- | manufat 
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clared enemy to monarchy, however exiſting by conſent, tions of 
and poized, like our own, by the balances of a popular racy agal 
conſtitution, every man who did not throw up his cap been det 
when combined deſpotiſin was trampling upon the eſtab-2 at all oth 
bliſhments, and caſting lots for the territories of free men, chievous 
or who dared to exult and triumph when a murderous 1 | commun 
maniſeſto was thruſt down the throats of the tyrants 1 gave the 


who uttered it, and when a great people, determined to to reforr 
in rene . 1 

be free, ſucceeded in repelling the lawleſs invaders of by the v 

their country. (ect the 


Theſe were the feelings which miniſters at this period | liament. 


imputed to large claſſes of the people of Great Britain, been the 
and of our filter kingdom Fey MY contradi 
The imputation was made with truth : the inference and laue 
only was fallacious and wicked. If the well-founded the rene 
imputation of theſe ſenſations, and the habits of publicly #: then ha 
expreſſing them, be political guilt, I for one plead guilty; 2 war witl 
and I thank God, above all his other bleflings, that he thole wl 
' has indelibly impreſſed them upon my underſtanding and been afr 
my heart. But let us examine what were the public I ü ne) 
fruits of theſe dangerous emotions, which rendered it nor of c 
neceſſary to convert the nation, as it were, into a large | country 
priſon, by reſtrictive laws, by internal military ſtations, # never c 
and by the ſeparations of cxtcrnal war. ground 


Con- and con 


orders 
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Conſiderable bodies of the people were deſirous of 
irring the queſtion of reform at a time when Mr. Pitt 
ad laid it down, and the followers of the Duke of Rich- 
ond (then a cabinet miniſter of the King) were not 
ply the moſt numerous, but were diſtinguiſhed by the 
ngths to which they ſeemed to puſh their views upon 
le ſubject; views which T admit to have been very litile 
ort of thoſe which the Duke himſelf had avowed and 
ted upon a few years before. 

' Whit& it continues to be the office of courts of juſtice 
> decide npon evidence, I ſhall maintain this to have 
cen the extent of the defiens which at the date of the 
roclamation, or which at any time afterwards, prevailed 
1 this country. Not a man had been then convicted; 
or has now; whilſt I am writing; for any treaſon 
gainſt the ſlate, though the laws have been new caſt and 
nanufactured to reach caſes which the venerable inſtitu- 
ions of our forefathers did not touch; and no confpi- 
acy againſt the government had then, or has to this hour, 
deen detected. Libels, indeed; both then and fince, as 
t all other periods, were undoubtedly written by miſ- 
hievous, turbulent, and miſguided individuals. But the 
ommunity at large was ſound, and the object which 
gave the real offence was virtnons and laudabſe. It was 
o reform the repreſentation of the Houſe of Commons, 
dy the ways of the conſtitution, by an endeavour to col- 
ect the public ſentiment, and to produce it before Par- 
lament. Three Engliſh juries determined this to have 
been the object, and the crown never invited a fourth tò 
contradict them. The object, therefore, was virtuous 
and laudablc ; and if the conſtitution is to be preſerved, 
he renewed purſuit will alone preſerve it: and it might 
then have been ſecured without a ſtruggle, without a 
war with Frames, and without fear of her revolution—if 
tote who have the deepeſt intereſt in the ſtate had not 
been afraid of ENGLISH libert > 
1 never ſhall be the defender of popular exceſſes, 
nor of commotions which can endanger the peace of my 
country; God forbid that I ſhould : but I know they 
never can. ariſe, if men, who ſtand on the vantage 
ground in ſociety, will only behave with common honeſty 
and common ſenſe, Tt is not yet too late for the higher 
orders of this country to confider well this ſubject. 

B 2 Let 


1 WM 
Let me implore them, while yet practicable, to give a faf overturn. 
direction to a ſpirit which neither Laws nor Wars wil! lation: t 
repreſs. | | | and inviſil 
| fatal conc 

zeal of that brave and virtuous people has completel reliſted, 
detected the falſe and pernicious calumnies upon bot Theſe. 
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bol depart 

rent to a ſubmiſſion to foreign force. . 1. 
The late attempt upon Ireland ought nevertheleſ Nothir 
= ciation of 
of England. The very ſenſation occaſioned by it, aud ment wh 
our congratulations upon the ſupport of the elements, is where, b 
in itſelf a condemnation of the meaſures purſued in that? rule with 
country. IE. og 
If Ireland were conducted as ſhe ought to be, what | their eaſe 
dependence, in God's name, could we have to place upon | the comp 
the winds? Could a protective government of three of 1uppo 
millions of men, happy under the enjoyment of our free | vileges it 
_ conſtitution, have occaſion to look to a weather-glaſs for | ſpire the 
is ſafety againſt twenty thouſand men? or could any | they mn 
thing but a hope of diſunion, held out to an enemy by; his invaſ 
the effects of a narrow policy, have ſuggeſted ſo weak deſtroy. 


and feeble an expedition ? It is 


4 5 
1 


This is a hope that will remain unextinguiſhed in to confic 
France, and which may be expected to produce future conſider: 
and mo e dangerous expeditions, unleſs ſatisfaction be I had the 
given to the feelings of that country. It is a dangerous & all ker { 
mode of reckoning, that becauſe the people have not ber parl 
manifeſted their diſcontent by inviting an enemy, they the enen 
are therefore to be conſidered: as contented ; or, that ſudden 4 
their wiſhes may be the more ſafely neglected. It is juſtly & To with 
obſerved by Locke, that nations, inſtead of being prone fulleſt cc 
to reſiſt their governments without cauſe, require long con- vernmer 
tinued neglect and provocation to rouſe them even to a rea- do bands 
able and juſtifiable reſiſtance. But he follows this obſer- ing, anc 
vation by reminding the rulers of ſtates and kingdoms, & tis itren 
that this diſpoſition leaves them neither juſtification no But 
protection when their authorities are ſubverted ; and & ſtandard 
that the degree of diſguſt, which will at laſt ſurely be crow 


over- 
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verturn. them, is not matter of ſafe: or rational calcu- 


ation: that the progreſs of diſaffection is inſenſible 


nd inviſible, and that it is frequently hurried on to the 


atal concluſion by accidents neither to be foreſeen nor 
eſiſted. 


Theſe reflections ought to ſuggeſt the propriety of fe- 
uring this moſt valuable part of the empire from the 
ofhible danger of a better concerted attack, This ought” 
o be done, not merely by more watchful operations (for 

have pur poſely {ſhunned all conſideration of the details 
f departments), but by ſetting the watch in the inte- 


eſts and affections of the Iriſh. people. 


Nothing can accompliſh this but the abſolute 1 renun- 
ation of that jealous and reſtrictive ſyſtem of govern- 
nent which characteriſes the preſent adminiſtration every 
rhere, but more than any where in that kingdom. To 
ule with ſecurity over that people, or over any other, in 


he preſent condition of the world, they muſt be ſet at 


heir eaſe, and made happy by every indulgence within 
he compals of their government. To make the intereſt 
t ſupporting any civil eſtabliſhment univerſal, the pri- 
ileges it confers mult be made univerfal alfo. To in- 


pire the multitude with indignation at a foreign enemy, 


hey muſt be made to feel practically the privileges which 
18 invaſion ſtrikes at, and the ſocial bleſings it would | 


eltroy.. 


It 8 ſaid; that when Peace a arrives-1t may be prudent 


o conſider theſe great objects. But without inſtant 
onſideration of them, peace may never arrive at all. If 


had the princely dominion of Ireland, and were lord of 


I ber foil, Lwould chooſe that moment for reforming 


er parliament, and for complete. emancipation, when: 
he enemy was plying upon her coaſts: not as: acts of, 
udden fear, but of ſound wiſdom and critical juſtice. 
Po withhold from great bodies of a people the fi eeſt and 


ulleſt communications of all the privileges of their go- 


ernment when its exiſtence is externally threatened; 135. 
o bandage up the right am when an enemy is approach- 
1g, and by robbing. it of its circulation, to e it of 


s ſtrength. 
But the Iriſh people flocked. wich be to. the 


andard of their country, For that very reaſon it ſhould 


c Crowned with the garland of conſtitutional freedom. 


B3 | | > Let 
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Let the preſent moment be ſeized for making reformation = 
a ſpontaneous act of liberal and enlightened policy, in- 1 
ſtead of being hereafter an act of cautious prudence, „ 
which may deſtroy its grace and effect. Let all the coin * 


ceſſions of wiſdom and heneficence ; and not, as was hay. © 


Great Britain and Ireland would be a barrack for the * 
ſoldiers of their country. my $: 


reflections; they would have been fo formerly: but 4 
they are now taught by the awful times we live in. It 


which we have ſeen with ſo much horror, could have 
had no ther foundation. If the free governments which 
they ſubverted had not fallen off from the ends of their 


torcible fraternization of the monarchical part of France. 


(18 } 


ceſſions of government in both countries be the con. © 


pily expreſſed by a great writer, like the reſtitution of © 
ſtolen goods. Let the people of both countries receive © 


the greateſt degree of freedom which the true ſpirit of = 
our conſtitution is capable of diſpenſing, and we may 


then ſinile at all invaſions, whatever reach of coaſt our 


enemies may poſſeſs, Under ſuch a ſyſtem, inſtead f 
riots and murmurings, by coercive acts of parliament, 


every man would be a volunteer with a courage which no 
mutiny bill can inſpire, and every houſe and cottage in 


Theſe are unfortunately not abſtract and ſpeculative 2 


the tuture, . Fo ee M7 


It was a reſtrictive ſyſtem of government in Holland © 
and the Netherlands, and the conſequent diviſions amongſt © 


their inhabitants, that has ſuddenly altered the face of 
Europe by their ſubjugation, and it is the difference be- 4 
| tween the noble and independent pride of a free govern- 

ment and the vaſſalage ”; arbitrary power, that is wreſt- 2 , 
ing at this moment from the hands of the Emperor the * 


ſceptre of his Italian ſtates. 


a : 


The French ſyſtem of fraternization, the effect of 


Inſtitutions, their ſubverſions would have been imprac- 
ticable, and the memorable decree of the 19th of No- 
vember would have been the derifion, inſtead of the ter- 
ror of Europe. | dd F270 


men, until confederated Europe began the actual and 
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I am ſorry indeed to remark, that this decree, and 
the ſyſtem of which it was a part, exiſted only upon 
paper, and in the inflammatory ſpeeches of enthuſiaſtic 
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When that nation had effected an internal revolution, 
10 matter upon what principle or with what crimes, it 
ſhould have occurred to her invaders, who could not 
ave looked to ſubjugation but by the diviſions of civil 
fury, that they were themſelves practically purſuing 
hat very ſpecies of hoſtility, the theory only of which 
nad been an object of their execration, and the foundation 
of their confederacy. The ſame reflection ought to 
have deterred Great Britain from the mercileſs and im- 
olitic expedition to Quiberan. The government of 
Free had then aſſumed a regular form, and was in the 
exerciſe of a regular legaliſed authority. The devoted 
handful of unhappy fugitives from their country could 
do nothing by the ſword. The expedition, therefore, 
was to rekindle the torch of diſcord amidſt twenty-five 
millions of men beginning to eſcape from its former 
fury, and ſettled under an eſtabliſhed government. Our 
invaſion was to work by confuſion againſt eſtabliſhed 
authority; to ſtir up all the elements of miſery and miſ- 
chief amongſt the innocent part of the community, in- 
capable of underſtanding the cauſe for which they fought, 
and without even the hope, on our part, of protecting 
them from the fury of the government againſt which they 
o 35 8 

What was this proceeding but the very ſyſtem we had 
imputed to France, and proclaimed with horror to the 
)))) TTT. 
hope, indeed, all civiliſed nations will hereafter con- 
cur in ſtigmatiſing this horrible and barbarous ſyſtem of 
hoſtilities: a ſtranger even to that heroiſm which has un- 
fortunately converted the crimes of conqueſt into the 
moſt faſcinating triumphs of mankind. It is a ſyſtem 
which is directed againſt the firſt principle of ſocial ho- 
nour and happineſs. It beats up for every bad, degrading, 
and dangerous paſſion of the human mind. It does not 
raiſe the open, manly ſtandard of nation againſt nation, 
but in the cowardice of warfare, which diſſolves its only 
inchantment, divides a nation againſt itſelf. It makes 
up an army of public crime and private diſcontent, of 
honeſt error and falſe opinion, of deſperate vice and 
virtuous poverty driven to , ace It ſets free the 
victims of the laws to impriſon and enflave the ſtate ; 
brings into the field againſt one another men whom the ſame 
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plans of government already in agitation. 
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land and the fame fathers have bred, and which, inſtead 3 f 
of ſettling this horrible conflict by the cannon and the 
fword, the ſhorteſt cure for the miſeries it has engendered, 5 


and extending no further than to the actual combatants, © 
ſpreads wide the deſolation by the flower weapous of 
jealouſy and diſtruſt, of terror and vengeance ; ſcowers 
the land with diſeaſe and famine, and by the deſtruction 


of public credit, public confidence, and public opinion, 


to the hiſtorian of ſuch events. 1 
The exceſſes which unfortunately diſtinguiſhed the 


French revolution, ſoon after the proclamation, further 


favoured the ſyitem of antipathy againſt France, and the 
death of her unhappy monarch yet further ripened the 


Before this memorable æra there was a viſible diſpofi- 
tion in miniſters to a rupture with France, but the ſenſe 
of her ſituation inſpired the French councils with a pru- 
dence which diſappointed it. Miniſters had notoriouſly 
connived at, if not aſſiſted in fomenting the conſpiracy 


then forming throughout Europe; they had coveitly li- 


belled France in the proclamation which M. Chauvelin, 


by order from his court, had only mildly complained of; 


they had withdrawn Lord Gower from Paris; they had 
ſet on toot a correſpondence between the ſecretary of 
ſtate and her miniſter here in the moſt imperious lan— 


guage, and upon complaints which ſhe either diſavowed, 


or to the removal of which ſhe ſexmed'to ſubmir. 
All theſe provocations were reſiſted by France, and 
the conceſſions which ſhe made before and after our re- 


fuſal to acknowledge her ambaſſador would ſcarcely be 
believed, if it did not remain on record in the corre- 


ſpondence as it was laid betore the Houſe of Commons 


| by miniſters themſelves, to vindicate their conduct in 


diſmiſſing M. Chauvelin, and to juſtify the war which it 
produced. 5 
11s 


_ deſtroys, for the preſent, and puts to the die of chance © © 
hereatter, the exiſtence and even the name of a country. 5 
When my ſubject is attended to, Þ have no apology y 
to make for this digreſſion. Indeed it can hardly be 
called one; becauſe the facts which gave riſe to it ſtand 
in their proper places as connected with the origin of the 
war againſt France, and becauſe the refle&tions from 
them are not ſpontaneous, being dictated by public duty 
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This correſpondence is ſcarcely known to, or recol- 
efted by, the Engliſh public. Its authenticity is un- 
queſtionable, and the examination of it will place the 
authors of the war in their proper colours. 

The miſſion of M. Chauvelin, as ambaſſador from 
the King of the French, commenced in the ſpring of 
17923 and his firſt note, as appears by the correſpond- 
ence with Lord Grenville, bears date the 12th of May 
in that year. It bad for its object to explain to the 
court of Great Britain (as will appear by reference to 
it) the reaſons which had determined France to a war 
with the Emperor. 

It ſtated, in the name of the French King, that a 
great conſpiracy had been formed in Europe againſt 
France to deſtroy her new conſtitution, which he had 
iworn to maintain, maſking for a ſeaſon the preparations 
of its deſigns by an inſulting py tor his per ſon and a 
zeal for his authority, _ 

It tet forth the remonſtrances which he (the French 
King) had made upon the ſubect of this coalition; firſt 
to the Emperor Leopold, and afterwards to Francis, 
who ſucceeded him. He informed Great Britain, that 
it had at laſt been avowed, and a declaration made, that it 
ſhould not ceaſe © until France ſhould remove the ſerious 
„ cauſes which had given riſe to it.” The note added, 
that this declaration had been accompanied with the 
aſſembling of troops upon all the frontiers of France, 
evidently for the purpole of conſtraining her inhabitants 
to alter the form of the government they had choſen. 

Having thus ſtated the cauſes of the war with the 
Emperor, the French King appealed to the Britiſh go- 
vernment for the juſtice of his cauſe; and, to remove 
all jealouſies reſpecting this country which had been ; 
induſtriouſly circulated, Monfieur Chauvelin, in his 
name, and by his authority, further declared, that 
« whatever might be the fate of arms in that war, 
« France rejected all ideas of aggrandiſement ; that ſhe 
« would preſerve her liberty, her conſtitution, her un- 
% alienable right of reforming herſelf whenever ſhe 
„% might think proper; that ſhe never would allow other 
„powers to nouriſh a hope of diftating laws to her. 
But that that very pride, ſo natural and ſo juſt, was 
* 2 ſure Pledge to all the pros from whom ſhe ſhould 
"3 “receive 
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receive no provocation, not only of her conſtant 1» 
cific diſpoſition, but alſo of the reſpect which Fr 
& would ſhew at all times for the laws, the cuſtoms 
& the forms of governments, of different nations.“ 
As at this time much had been ſaid of attem 


have it known, that he would publicly an 


rections againſt the eſtabliſhed order, or b 


a real violation of the law of nations.” 


This note was dated, as I have obſerved, on the 12th 
of May, 1792. 
24th of the ſame month, when Lord Grenville, paſſing 
by the cauſes of the war with the Emperor, declared, 
That Great Britain, faithful to. her engagements, 
would pay the ſtricteſt attention to preſerve that good 
tween his 
* Majeſty and the Moſt Chriſtian King.” But, notwith- 
ſtanding this declaration, the royal proclamation had 
iſſued only three days before, and in the very interval 
between M. Chauvelin's note and this anſwer to it. 


No anſwer was given to it 


underſtanding which ſo happily ſubſiſted be 


ave it kn W. d ſeverely 7 
diſavow all agents at foreign courts in peace with 
France, who ſhould dard to depart an inſtant from 
that reſpect, either by fomenting or favouring inſur- | 5 | 
re der, y intertering W- 
in any manner whatever in the interior policy of ſuch KF. 
ſtates, under pretence of a prolelytiſm, which, exer- © 
cited in the dominions of friendly powers, would be 


until the 


The proclamation, it is true, took no direct notice of 
France; and being an act of national police, France had, 
in ſtrictneſs, no right to complain of it. Vet the period 


of its ifluing being lo critical, M. Chauvelin repeated to 
Lord Grenville, the day afterwards, the aflurances he had 


made on the zzth of May preceding; and in another 
letter, received by Lord Grenville m June, 
himſelf as tollows;: _ wes - 
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If certain individuals of this country have e 


expreſſed 


ſtabliſned 


a correipondence abroad, tending to excite troubles 
therein, and it, as the proclamation ſeems to infinuate, 
certain Frenchmen have come into their views, that 
15 a proceeding wholly foreign to the French nation, 
to the legitlative ' body, to the King, and to his mi— 
niſters; it is a proceeding of which they are entirely 
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by France to produce diſturbances in this country, the 


note futher declared, * that the French King deſired to 9 A 
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juſtice, and which, whenever it became known, would 
be univerſally condemned in France. Inde 2pendent!ly 
of thoſe principles of juſtice, from which a free people 
ought never to deviate, is it not evident, from a due 
conſideration of the true intereſts of the French na- 
tion, that ſhe ought to deſire the interior tranquillity, 
the continuance and the force of the conſtitution of a 
© country which ſhe already looks upon as her natural 
© ally? Is not this the only reaſonable wiſh which a 
people can form who ſees ſo many efforts united againſt 
its liberty? 
„The miniſter plenipotentiary, deeply ſenſible of 
theſe truths, and of the maxims of univerſal morality 
upon which they are founded, had already repreſented 
© them in an official note, which he tranſmitted to the 
+ Britiſh miniſtry the 15th of this month, by the expreſs 
orders of his court; and he thinks it his duty to re- 
peat, on the preſent occaſion, the important declara- 
tions which it contains.” 
In the mon:th of July, when the vaſt confederacy begun : 
n Europe was more viſibly extending itfelf againſt 
France, M. Chauvelin, in the name of the French King, 
earneſtly applied for the mediation of Great Britain upon 
the ſubject. After ſtating the public proceedings of the 
different nations, the note concluded as follows: 5 
„The ſteps taken by the cabinet of Vienna amongſt 
the different powers, and pf iucipally amongt the allies 
of his Britannic Majelly, in order to engage them in 
a quarrel which is foreign to them, are known to all 
Europe. If public report even were to be credited, 
its ſucceſſes at the court of Berlin prepare the way for 
others in the United Provinces; the threats held out 
to the different members of the Germanic body to 
„% make them deviate ſrom that wiſe neutrality which 
their political fituation, and their deareſt intereſts, 
„ preſcribe to them; the arrangements taken with dif- 
« ferent fovereigns of Italy, to determine them to act 
„ hoſtily againſt France; and, laſtly, the intrigues by 
which Rufha has juſt been induced to arm againſt the 
conſtitution of Poland ; every thing points out freſh 
marks of a valt conſpiracy againſt tree ſtates, which 
ſeems to threaten to precipitate Europe in usiverfal 
* War. 
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© The conſequences of ſuch a conſpiracy, formed by 
% the concurrence bf powers who have been ſo long | 

rivals, will be cafily felt by his Britannic Majeſty : the 
balance of Europe, the independence of the different 
powers, the general peace, every conſideration which © 
at all times has fixed the attention of the. Engliſh go- 5 


% vernment, is at once expoſed and threatened. 


cc 


6c 


fear, ſeduction, and different pretexts of the falſeſt as 


« well as of the moſt odious policy.” 


; . 


 Thig, application was anſwered by Lord Grenville on 
the Sth of July, in which, after repeating former af- F* | 
ſurances of triendſhip towards France, and of a diſpoſi- ® | 


« The King of the French preſents theſe ſerious and 
important conſiderations to the ſolicitude and to the © 
* friendſhip of his Britannic Majeſty. Strongly pene- 
« trated with the marks of intereſl 


«© the peace, the liberty, the happineſs of Europe; and, 

above all, to diſſuade from all acceſſion to this project 7 
thoſe of his allies whom it may be wiſhed to draw into 
it, or who may have been already drawn into it from 
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and of affection 
which he has received from him; he invites him to © 


« ſeek, in his wiſdom, in his ſituation, and in his in- 
„ fluence, means compatible with the independence of 
the French nation, to ſtop, whilſt it is ſtill time, the 
« progreſs of that confederacy, which equally threatens © 


tion to maintain the happy harmony which ſubſiſted be- 1 


fuſed in the following words: 


Hlis Majeſty will never refuſe to concur in the pre. 
6% 


„ to produce that effect, and are compatible with his 


66 dignity, and with the principles which govern his 
0 


conduct. But the ſame ſentiments which have deter- 


„% mined him net to take a part in the internal affairs of 
France, ought equally to induce him to reſpect the 
«c | 


rights and the independence of other ſovereigns, and 


b eſpecially thoſe of the allies; and his Majeſty has 


„ thought that, in the exiſting circumſtances of the war 
„ now begun, the intervention of his councils, or of 


| The 


his good offices, cannot be of uſe, unleſs they ſhould &_ 
be deſired by all the parties intereſted,” Bro 


tween the two empires, the propoſed mediation was re- IN 
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The ſame deternüpation, not to interfere with the in- 
ternal affairs of France, was repeated only a few days 
before M. Chauvelin was ordered to quit the kingdom, 
under the circumſtances of direct interference which will 
preſently appear to have attended his diſmiſſion: and the 
refuſal to mediate with the Emperor for the reſtoration 
of peace was given but a ſhort time before we involved 
Holland in the horrors of war, without being deſired to 
intermeddle in her affairs. 

This proceeding, which terminated all hopes of tran- 
quillity in Europe, furniſhes the true cypher to explain 
every ſucceeding act of his Majeſty's preſent councils. 
We ſhall find them uniformly and ſcrupulouſly obſervant 
of the moſt novel punctilios, which could furniſh the 
ſmalleſt pretence for repelling peace, but overleaping 
every rule hitherto adopted by regular governments in 
ſeeking a juſtification for war. 

Soon after this, the unhappy King of France was de- 
prived of the functions of government, and Lord Gower | 
was recalled from Paris; but M. Chauvelin was ſtill 
continued by France at the court of London, although 
he was no longer wen eden as her ambaſſador: a 
pretty ſtrong proof that the was not then defirous of 
ſecking a cauſe of quarrel. | | 

Though M. Chanvelin was now in a manner a private | 
a, yet the correſpondence nevertheleſs continued with 

the ſecretary of ſtate; and it appears, by referring to 
t, that the charges made by this country to the conduct | 
of France were principally theſe : | 

A meditated attack upon Holland, and at all events a 
violation of her rights, notwithſtanding her neutrality, 
by the proceedings of the Convention reſpecting the 
Scheldt, and the opening a paſſage through it to attack 
the citadel of Antwerp; the French invaſion and poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Netherlands, and the encouragement given 
to revolt in other countries, not only by emiſſaries in 
this country, but by the decree of the 19th of Novem- 
ber, which contained a formal declaration to extend uni- 
verfally the new principles of government adopted in 
France, and to encourage revolt in all countries, even in 
thoſe which were neutral, | 

M. Chauvelin had explained himſelf upon theſe ſub- 
jects in the early part of the correſpondence: but as his 
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formal character of ambaſſador was then conſidered ta 


be vacated, 1 purpoſely pals them over, becauſe they 2 
were afterwards formally repeated, and nearly in the 


ſame words, when M. Chauvelin, in January 1793, pre. 


ſented his letters of credence from the executive council 


of France, the acceptance of which were Ny re- 
fuſed by Lord Grenville, ns 
In this note the executive O's again in terms de 
clared, „ that France would reſpect the ſafety of all 


„ nations whilſt they preſerved their neutrality ; that ſhe 
40 


had before renounced, and again renounced, every 
conqueſt; and that her occupation of the Low Coun- 
tries ſhould only continue during the war, and the 


time which might be neceſſary for the Belgians to con- 


„ ſolidate their liberties; after which let them be 


«© happy, France would find her recompenſe in their 
6 felicity.” 

With regard to the Scheldt, ſhe conſidered that as a 
matter between England and Belgium, as independent 


nations, upon the principle of her former declaration 
regarding that country, expreſſing herſelf thus: 


he executive council declares, not with a view of 
yielding to ſome expreſſions of threatening language, 
but ſolely to render homage to truth, that the French 


republic does not intend to erect itſelf into an uni- 
verſal arbitrator of the treaties which bind nations. 


She will know how to reſpect other governments, as 


* ſhe will take care to make her own reſpected. She 


does not wiſh to impoſe laws upon any one, and will 
not ſuffer any one to impoſe laws upon her. 
renounced, and again renounces every conqueſt ; and 
* mer occupation of the Low Countries ſhall only con- 
„ tinue during the war, and the time which may be 
& neceflary to the Belgians to inſure and conſolidate 


ce their liberty; after which let them be independent and 
* happy, Frauce will find her — in their 
46 e 

„When that nation ſhall be found in the full exjoy- 
% ment of liberty, when its general will can lawtully 
&« declare itſelf without ſhackles, then if England and 


Holland till attach ſome importance to the opening 
„ of the Scheldt, they may put the affair into a direct 
4 negotiation with Belgium. If the Belgians, by any 
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ments ſhe again repelled with indignation in the language 


„ 
motive whatever, conſent to deprive themſelves of the 


navigation of the Scheldt, France will not oppoſe it; 


{h2 will know how to reſpect their Independence, even 
in their errors.“ 


The charge of encouraging {edition againſt govern- 


of her former declarations on the ſubject, and diſavowed 


the conſtruction put upon the decree of the 19th of No- 


vember, qualifying and explaining it as follows: 


a 
* 


& We have ſaid, and we deſire to repeat it, that the 


decree of the 10th of November could not have any 


application, unleſs to the fingle caſe in which the ge- 


neral will of the nation, clearly and unequivocally ex- 
preſſzd, ſhould call the French nation to 1ts affſiſtance 
and fraternity. Scdition can certainly never be con- 


ſtrued into the general will. Theſe two ideas mutually 


repel each other, fince a ſedition is not, and cannot 
be any other than the movement of a ſmall number 
againſt the nation at large; and this movement would 
ceaſe to be ſeditious, provided all the members of a 


ſociety ſhould at once rife, either to correct their go- 


vernment, or to change its form in toto, or for any 
other object. | | 


„The Dutch were aſſuredly not Sie when they 
formed the generous reſolution of ſhaking off the yoke 


of Spain ; and when the general will of that nation 
called for the afliſtance of France, it was not reputed 
a crime in Henry the Fourth, or in Elizabeth of 
England, to have liſtened to them. The knowledge 


of the general will is the only bafis of the tranſactions 


of nations with each other; and we can only treat 
with any government whatever on this principle, that 


ſuch a government is deemed the or gan of the general 
will of the nation governed. 

« Thus, when by this natural interpretation the de- 
cree of the 19th of November is reduced to what it 


truly implies, it will be found that it announces 
nothing more than an act of the general will, and 


that beyond any doubt, and ſo effectually founded in 
right, that it was ſcarcely worth the trouble to expreſs 


it. On this account, the executive council thinks that 


the evidence of this right might, perhaps, have been 
diſpenſed with by the National Convention, and did 
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* cree. But with the interpretation which precedes it, 
it cannot give une aſineſs to any nation whatever.” 3 


Having adverted to all the material parts of the cor. 
reſpondence, I defire very diſtinctly to be underſtood, W 


that I am not undertaking the juſtification of the conduct © 
of France, at this period, though I ſhall ever think her 
more finned againſt than finning.”” With regard to this 
decree of the 19th of November, no confiderite perſon | 98 
can juſtity it: becauſe there is a great difference between 


one nation giving PARTICULAR affiſtance to another 0 


_— = 


which is oppreſſed by its government, as King William W- 
did to England, and a GENERAL profpettive declaration, We 
ſuch as is contained in the decree of the 19th of Na- 
vember, and which became more hoſtile to the peace of 
other nations, as being iſſued upon the eve 5 


revolution which naturally affected the temper and feel- 


ings of mankind. Neither do 1 feek to maintain that 
_ Evgland ſhould have reſted ſecure from the explanation 
of the other points in difference, as they are exp/ained 
in this correſpondence, much Jeſs that ſhe ſhould have 


rehed upon the fincerity of them, or the durability of 


French councils, to give fincerity its effect. Theſe are 


matters of fair political controverſy, which I purpoſely 


avoid; but I hazard the affertion, that common policy 
and common ſenſe abſolutely enjoined that they ſhould 


either have been made the inſtant foundations of war, 


as aggreſſions which admitted no ſettlement, or the ſub- 


ject of negotiation upon terms conſiſtent with dignity 


and ſafety. 


But, unfortunately, neither of theſe courſes were pur- 
ſued. We neither made war upon theſe aggreſſions, 


which might have led to a termination of it upon their 
removal, nor would we conſent to put their removal into 


a train of amicable negotiation. 5 
The letters of credence ſent by the republic were re- 
fuſed, not becauſe of theſe enumerated aggreſſions, or 


of any other, but becauſe ſhe was a republic; and in a 


few days afterwards, M. Chauvelin, who preſented 
them, was alſo diſmiſſed from the kingdom, not becaule 
the anſwers of his government were declared unſatis- 


factory on the points objected to, but becauſe the French 


nioharchy had been finally terminated by the deſtruction 
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of their Kirig, On that account ſolely Monſieur Chan: 
velin was directed, on the 24th of January, 1793, to 
quit this kingdom; the King having declared by the ſe- 
cretary of ſtate, * That after ſuch an event, his Majeſty 
could no longer permit his reſidence here,” And the 
communication of that order to the Parhament on the 
28th of January following, expreſsy flated his diſmiſſion 
to be * on account of the late atrocious act perpetrated 
er at: Faris 

Before this period, France was, undoubtedly, ſoli- 
citous for peace. She had done none of the acts com- 
plained of in the correſpondence, until her independence 
had been threatened by a hoſtile confederacy. She had 
prayed the mediation of Great Britain to diſſolve that 
confederacy, and to avert its conſequences. She had 
diſavowed conqueſt and aggrandizement ; and. the only 
ſteps ſhe had taken inconſiſtent with that declaration, 
were invaſions of the territories of princes confederating 
or confederated againſt her. She offered to reſpect the 
neutrality ot Holland, and ſolemnly diſavowed every act 
or intention to diſturb the government of Great Britain. 

This poſture of things, which, if not wholly fatisfac- 
tory, was certainly a poſture for amicable and command- 
ing ſettlement, the Britiſh government thus diſturbed by 
an act which may be termed an interference with the in- 
ternal government of France, accompanied beſides with 
what cannot well be denied to be an inſult by thoſe who 
maintain THAT LORD MaLMESBURY WAS INSULTED. 
Monfieur Chauvelin was diſmiſſcd from this kingdom, 
not as Lord Malmeſbury was from France, becauſe his 
terms of negotiation were inadmiſfible; but becaule no 
intercourſe oz any terms could be admitted to a nation 
which with cruelty or injuſtice had put her king to death. 
Jam not juſtifying or extenuating the REGICIDE—but 
what had this nation, As A NATION, to do with it? 
Would any one of thoie who, in confidering it as a mur- 
der to be avenged by Engiand, have been acceflary to the 
deaths of above a million of innocent unoffending men, 
and to the miſery and devaſtation of Europe, venture now 
to conlider it as a freſh cauſe of hoſtilities, if all the 
crowned heads in Europe were to be cut off by their ſub- 
jects I believe not. Indeed ſuch a cauſe of war has 


been nce abandoned: but by what ſtages, upon what 
C 3 L tak 


V 


principles, and with what conſequences, I ſhall examine 


hereafter, . 

In this ſtate of things the king met the parliament on 
the 12th of December, 1992 : when 3 the 
conciliatory declarations detailed in the preceding correſ- 


pondence (to the whole of which parliament was fill an 


entire firanger), his Majeſty was adviſed by his miniſters 


to repeat the ſame three direct charges againſt France, 


which had been before made to her ambaſſador; and 


upon the footing of theſe complaints, without ſubmitting 
the anſwers which had been given to them to the conſi- 
deration of parliament, they called upon the country to 
enable them to augment our forces, and mixed in their 


addreſs to the throne, but ſtill more in the debates which 


led to it, a language of reproach and inſult wholly un- 


exampled in the proceeding of any public council to the 


government of an independent nation. 


To fave the country ruſhing down this precipice of 
ruin in the frenzy of alarm, which every nerve of go- 


vermment had been ſtrained to propagate, Mr. Fox, on 


the 15th of December, when the Speaker of the Houſe 


of Commons had reported the. King's anſwer to the ad- 


dreſs of the Houſe, and whilſt M. Chauvelin was yet in 
England, propoſed, . That an humble addreſs ſhould be 
„ preſented to his Majeſty, praying that he would be 


** pleaſed to appoint a miniſter to be ſent to Paris To 


& „ 
* TREAT WITH THE PERSONS EXERCISING 'PROVI- 
0 7 ' 7 
- SIONALLY THE FUNCTIONS OF GOVERNMENT IN 
1 


FR ANcr, touching ſuch points as might be in diffe- 


« rence between his Majeſty and his allies and the 


„% French nation.“ 


Alt this time the French government had done no one 
act which even miniſters themſelves conſidered as a foun- 
dation for war; fince war was not even propoſed in the 


King's ſpecch ; but, on the contrary, the correſpondence 
not then difcloſed to the Houſe, which was going on at this 


very period, continued to expreſs THE MOST PACIFIC 


DISPOSITLIONS. 85 


The propoſition was therefore the moſt important in 


point of matter, and the moſt critical in point of time, 


ever offered to the conſideration of parliament, and it 


was made in a manner the moſt ſimple and affecting; 
afraid of irritating where the object was to perſuade, and 
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ſubdued by the dreadfully impending calamities, Mr. Fox 
put the rein upon that overpowering eloquence which 
ſo eminently diſtinguiſhes him, and in a very few, plain, 
unanſwerable ſentences, beſee:hed the Houſe to try the 
effect of negoriation before ſteps were taken which would 
inevitably bring on hoſtilities: to prepare with vigour 
and firmneſs for war, but with prudence and gentleneſs 
to cultivate peace... „„ 5 
When this propoſition was made, THE ANNEXATION 
_ of BELiG1tum, now the main obſtacle to peace, was diſ- 
avowed by France; and, as ſhe was a ſuitor to us beſides 
for our mediation with the Emperor, it is eaſy to fee how 
ſure the road was to its return to its former government. 
The tecurity of Holland, whilſt ſhe preſerved her neu- 
trality, was profeſſed, and in a manner guarantied. The 
ancient limits of France were propoſed as her dominion, 
and implicit reſpect was manifeſted to the independence 
and conſtitutions of other nations. Yet ſo irreſiſtible 
was the force of deluſion and infatvation, that Mr, Fox's 
propoſition, though its object was to ſecure every thing 
whilit it conceded nothing, and though it came from a 
perſon long the favourite, and with all its leanings ſtill 
the favourite of the Houſe of Commons, yet it was re- 
ceived amidſt almoſt univerſal burſts of diſapprobation, 
arcely indeed with the obſervances of parliamentary de- 
corum. Some perſons long attached to this great man, 
by friendſhip. as well as opinion, ſeemed to forget their 
reverence for his talents and integrity, and one went the 
length of lamenting even his former political attachment 
ro him. „„ 5 
For having made this propoſition I will not vindicate 
Mr. Fox; his own eloquent and maſterly vindication of 
it, his predictions, too fatally accompliſhed, and the 
groans of a ſuffering world, bear awful teſtimony for 
him. d oe a ge i as 
At the time this mation was made, the correſpondence 
between Lord Grenville and M. Chauvelin being ſtill 
kept back from the Houſe of Commons, Mr. Fox him 
ſelf did not know the additional foundations he had for 
his propoſition: it reſted upon his own wiſe forecaſt at 
| the time he made it; but, in a few days afterwards, the 
whole details were communicated by a meſſage — the 
1 King, 


* Sce the King's meſſage to the Houſe of Commons, Jan. 28th, 1793. 


powers 


: | 5 ( | 32 ) RE powers 
King, “ and the late Houſe of Commons found in the ſat. & been re! 
miſſive propoſitions of France (zv they did not know of the hort 
when they refuſed negotiating) an additional juſtification ©. averted, 
for the war. They thanked his Majeſty for his gracious & both na 
communication, and pledged their lives and fortunes to fecting 
ſupport hoſtilities, PE mn dee Di 
It is impoſſible not to pauſe here, for a moment, to The 
contemplate the probable conſequences, if we had at- infincen 
tended to the counſels of this exalted and difintereteq &F profterc 
ſtateſman at that critical and momentous period. © mediti 
The regular governments of Europe, as if they were conque 
one power, ſurrounded Great Britain with unbroken 27 interfet 
force and reſources; a confederacy which would have WE SH 
been infinitely more awful and commanding, if the prin. # The p 
ciples of its union had only been common ſecurity. Had perhap 
Great Britain, the firſt amongſt the nations, and enjoying | 8 have 0 

| herſelf a free conſtitution, accepted the offer of being tile Then 
arbitreſs of the repoſe of Europe, with what a com- nation 
manding voice might ſhe have ſpoken to France whilſt LD | of ano 
her factions were tearing one another to pieces, and her rt 
government could ſcarccly ſupport itſelf during peace! © | princy 
If, inſtead of inciting and encouraging the princes & | Huenc: 

of Europe to invade France, for the purpoſe of di- Wy Ms eff 
ſolving her eſtabliſnment, we had become her fecurity BY tactior 
againſt their invaſions, whilſt her revolution ſhould be erte 
_ confined to her own limits and ſubjects, it is not poſſible 5 the ſc 
to believe upon any reaſoning from human life or expe- * willin, 
rience, that Europe could have now been in its pretent , Päktz 
condition. But if, inflead of this paſſive and merely pre- Th 
wentive influence, Great Britain, in the true ſpirit, and Briſſo 
in the full ripeneſs of civil wiſdom, had felt a juſt and ge- all the 
nerous compaſſion for the ſufferings of the French peosn his de 
ple; if, ſeeing them thirſting for liberty, but ignorant KF which 
of the thouſand difficultics which attend its eſtablithment, #* Noth 

| ſhe had taken a friendly, yet a commanding part; if, | ment 
not contenting herſelf with a cold acknowledgment of betwe 
the king of the French, by the infidious forms of an Aitut 
embaſſy, ſhe had become the faithful, but at the fame | af he 
time the cautious protector of the firſt revolution; if ſhe | whole 
had put the rein upon Europe to prevent its inter- force 
ference, inſtead of cquntenancing the confederacy of its ment 


baſis. 
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powers againſt it, the unhappy Louis might. now have 
been reigning, according to his oath, over a free people; 
the horrors of {ucceeding revolutions might have been 
averted, and much of that rival jealouſy, the ſcourge of 
both nations for ſo many centuries, might, without af- 
fecting the happy balances of our mixed conſtitution, 
have been gradually and happily extinguiſhed. 

The powers that then exiſted in France, however 
in ſincerè, or however unſettled in their authority, having 
proftered the continuance of peace, and having aſked our 
mediation with the Emperor, upon the renunciation of 
conqueſt and aggrandizement, and upon the diſavowal of _ 
interference with the governments of other countries, 
WE SHOULD HAVE TAKEN THEM AT THEIR WORDS. 
The poſlible inſincerity of the offer, or the weaknels of 
perhaps an expiring faction to give it efficacy, would 
have only added to the predominancy of Great Britain. 
The magnanimous and beneficent conduct of a powerful 
nation poſſeſſing a free government, admitting the right 
of another nation to be free, offering its countenance to 
rational freedom, lamenting the departure from its true 
principles, and demanding only ſecurity againſt its in- 


fluence to diſturb herſelf, would have been irrefiſtible in 


its effects. Amidſt the tyrannies of quick ſucceeding 
factions, the united force of this country and her allies 
exerted upon ſuch a ſound principle, and thrown into 
the ſcale of any party in France that might have been 
willing to preſerve the peace, would have given to that 
party an overruling aſcendency. 

This is ſo true, that we know ha ſhare which even 
Briſſot had in the commencement of hoſtitities, amidſt 
all the provocations to them, was the principal cauſe of 
his deſtruction, and the root of Robeſpierre's popularity, 
which enabled him to become the tyrant of Frances 
Nothing, indeed, could have withſtood, in the ſenti- 
ments of that nation, the ſtriking and falutary contraſt 
between being left to the conſolidation of her own con- 
ſtitution, without any obſtacle but the vices and paſſions 
af her own ſubjects, and the wilful provocation of the 
whole civilized world encompaſſing her territories with a 
force apparently ſufficient to cruſh 40 pieces her eſtabliſh- 
ment, even if it had not been tottering upon its own 
baſis. from internal cauſes. 


But 


E 


But ſuppoſing the practicability, or the effects of ſuen by 


a ſyſtem in Great Britain to be altogether falſe and 
viſionary; admitting, for the fake of argument, that the 
apitation of the French Revolution was too violent, and 


its principles, from the very beginning, too diſorganizing ? 
and miſchievous for regular governments, under any re- 
ſtraints, to have intermeddled with or even acknow- © 
ledged, nothing would follow from the admiſſion in fa- 


2 ; 
vour of the war; becauſe a ſincere yet armed neutralit 


moſt obvious courſe for diſſolving the new republic, or, 


at all events, of recalling it the ſooneſt to forme ſocial 


order of things. FE 


France was at that time (according to the authors of, 
the war) torn to pieces by the molt furious and nearly ba- 
lauced factions, which nude her government a mere 
phantom, competent only to evil, and incapable of good. 


Be it ſo. For that very reaſon we ſhould have obſerved 
the moſt perfect, ahd even the moſt ſoothing neutrality, 
Heterogeneous bodies, having no principle of union ca- 


pable of conſtituting a ſubſtance, and which, if left to 


themſelves, would ſeparate and diſperſe, may be bound 
together by external force, and paſſed through the fur- 


nace till they unite and incorporate. -'This was preciſely 


the caſe with France. She was rent aſunder by the in- 
ternal diviſions of her own people, but cemented again 
by the conſpiracy of kings. Her great leaders were 


| banded againſt each other, not only from the moſt deadly 
hatred and the luſt of dominion, but ſeparated by the 
moſt extravagant zeal for contradiftory theories of go- 
vernment, whilſt the people were toſſed to and fro, the 
alternate victims of repugnant and deſolating changes. 


In this unexampled criſis, perſons, capable upon other 


occaſions of judging with accuracy and acuteneſs, were 


looking by every mail for the utter deſtruction of the 
French government ; but they had loſt the clue to the 


my ſtery, or rather to the plain principle which preſerved 
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it: the Britiſh miniſter was the guardian angel that 


| hovered over France, and the ſole creator of her omt- 
nous and portentous ſtrength. The neceſſity of reſiſting 
by combination the external war with which he ſur— 
rounded her, counteracted the ſeparation ariſing from 
her internal commotions. It raiſed up a proud, n 
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nd ſuperior 1 ſpirit; at the call of national ind. pendence, 


00 ſtrong for the inferior ſpirits, whole inchantments 


were diſſolving her as a nation; and by the operation of 


the ſimpleſt principles of unalterable and univerſal na- 
ure, rather than from any thing peculiar in the charac— 
eriſtic of Frenchmen, conſol:dated her mighty republic, 
and exhibited a career of conqueſt and glory uncqualied 
in the annals of mankind, 

In the ſame manner the cruel confiſcations and judicial 
murders, which, under the ſame tyrannies deſtroying 
one another, diſgraced the earlier periods of the repub- 


lican revolution, may be mainly aſcribed to the ſame 
predominant cauſes. If France had been left by other 


nations to the good or evil of her own changes, the pro- 
icriptions which prevailed for a long ſeaſon could not 


have exiſted in the ſame extent in any civilized nation, 
nor even in a nation of human beings: but the reign of 
on of 


terror (as it was well called) muſt be always a reig 


blood, becauſe there is no principle of the human mind 
ſo mean or fo mercileſs as fear. In proportion, there- 
fore, as the government of France was ſhaking by exter- 


nal conſpiracies, and trembling for its exiſtence, it be- 
came of courſe more ſubject to internal agitation by the 
revolts of its own ſubjects. Had it not therefore been 
for our unbappy interterence, royaliſts of the old ſchool, 
and royaliſts of the monarchical revolution, bending be- 


fore the ſtorm ot national opinion, and ſeeing no great 


it dard hoiſted for their protection, would have really or 


leemingly acquieſced in the new order of things; they 
would have given little offence or jealouſy to che ſtate, 


and, what is far more important, the ſtate itſelf, un- 
impelled by the terrors of revolt and the expenſes of 


war, would not have had the ſame irreſiſtible motives for 


ſeizing upon the perten and property of its ſubjects; 


and thus numerous claſſes of men, poſſeſſing dignities 


and property, which have been chaſed from their coun- 
try, or ſwept off the face of the earth, would have re- 
mained within the boſom of France, inactive, indeed, 


for the preſent, but whoſe filent and progreffive in- 


fluence hereafter might have greatly affected the temper, 
it not the form of the government, at no very diſtant 
period. 


This 


eta ee ee ee 
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This was preciſely the caſe in England upon the death 
of Charles the Firſt : the nobles and great men of the 
realm ſubmitted to the protectorſhip of Cromwell, and © 
Europe acquieſced in it, Cromwell, therefore, executed 
his authority according to the new forms, but without 
any ſyſtem of proſcription. The high men of the former 
period continued to exiſt, and with all the influences of, 


property, which remained with its ancient poſſeſſors; 
the monarchy might, therefore, be ſaid to have been 


of Charles was planned and executed, every thing ſtood 
in 1ts place, and conſpired to favour his reſtoration. But 
if the nations of Europe had then unſucceſsfully com- 
bined to reftore monarchy in England, as they have 


lately to reſtore it in France, the conſequences would 
have been exactly ſimilar, 
England would have undoubtedly flocked to the ſtand- 


The monarchical party in 


ard: they would have endeavoured by force, or by 


A1atrigne, to diſſolve the commonwealth: thoſe who were 
taken would have becn executed as traitors ; others 
would have been driven out of England as emigrants; 
their great eſtates would have paſſed into other hands; a 
title to them would have been made by the new govern- 
ment to thoſe who, as in France, became the creditors of 
tbe public during an exhauſting war; the whole body of 


nobility and great landed proprietors would have periſhed 
in England; and Charles the Second could no more have 
landed at Dover than Louis the Eighteenth could offer 
hinifelf before Calais at this moment. 

It may be afked, why the ſagacity of that arch ſtateſ- 


man Cromwell did not foreſee the conſequences J have 
_ appealed to? and the application of my whole argument 
is concluded, and becomes invulnerable by the anſwer. 

The powers of 
Europe and his own ſubjects, through their interference, 
did not furniſh him with the occaſion. Neither in Eng- 


"Che anſwer is—he could not do it. 


land, nor in France, nor in any other country, will men 


F 
Is 


rather in abeyance than aboliſhed, and when the return 


bear bloody murders, or cruel confiſcations, but under 


the preflure of ſome actual or apparent neceſſity to form 
the tyrant's plea. 


This plauſible and unfortunate plea 
was given by confederated Europe, but principally by 


England, to the tyrants of France; and thus the Repub- 
lic became not only contolidated for the preſent, but the 


return 
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eturn of ſach a ſtate of things was inevitably prevented, 

5 might have led to a reſtoration in France like that 
which followed the commonwealth in Eng!: ind, 
In the firſt ſtages of the revolution, the French people, 
ike the Engliſh in the laſt century, had no intereſt in 
heir government more ſolid, nor more permanent, than 
the theories which had given it birth. The French Re- 
public, therefore, like the Engliſh commonwealth, had 
but a precarious and donubtful foundation. But how 
ſtands it now, in conſequence of our unprincipled and 
impolitic interference ? It ſtands upon a rock. It exiſts 
no longer from force, but from will. It depends no 
longer upon opinion, but leans upon intereſt, and not 
merely upon that general intereſt, which, after a ſtate of 
great agitation, naturally inclines a nation to reſt, but 
upon a particular and individual intereſt univerſally 
ſpread. The very exiſtence of all clafſes of the people 
now depends wholly upon the power and the continuance 
of the ſtate, There is ſcarcely any property in France, 
real or perſonal, which, in the hands of the preſent pot- 
ſeſſors, has any other foundation. There is no ancient 
undiſputed poſſeſſion of land, which has ever been a title 
in moſt changes of human governments: there is no 
money, which may be buried til the form is overblotn. 
On the contrary, the land is almoſt univerſally held by 
the pubiic creditors againſt the former poſſeſſors, either 
under a fale from the government, cr as a pledge for 
money lent to it; and the paper currency of the nation 
(which is its perſonal eſtate) may, without loſs to the 
proprietors, be torn into a thouſ:nd pieces, unleſs the 

Republic continues to be ONE AND INDIVISIBLE. 

In the very point in difference at this moment, which 
ſtands as a ſtumbling block in the way of peace, the force 
of this important truth may ſpeedily be made manifeſt. 
With all the influence of the Britiſh miniſter ö he cannot 
probably continue the war for g long ſenon on the 
icore of Belgium; and for this plain reaſon: the intereſt 
which the public. ought to take in its ſeparation from 
France bears no rational proportion to the price at 
which it muſt be purchaſed through war, iuppoling the 
event to be even certain. The people therefore will 
ſpeedily murmur ; and as Mr. Pitt muſt either abandon 
Q elgium or his ſituation, it 1s 2 to Antieipate the election 
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he will make. France, on the other hand, will find 


ſewer difficulties with her ſubjects. The wiſdom of 
miniſters has provided againſt it. Belgium, through the 
neceſſities of war, has been pledged to tlie public credi- 
tor, and the ſurrender of it upon any principle ſnort of 
a neceſſity which ſuperſedes all choice, would be a ſur- 


render of the very exiſtence of her republic. 


I am not deſending France; I am {tating her actual 1 
ſituation, her views, and her capacities, and am endea- 
ouring to trace them to their original and obvious 


cauſes. | 


But it was a conteſt, it ſeems, to ſave religion and its 
holy altars from profanation and annihilation. Of all the 
pretences by winch the .abuſed zeal of the people of 


t.n2land has been hurried on to a blind ſupport of wini— 


ters, this alarm for the Chriſtian religion is the moſt 


'mpudent and prepoſterous. How it could ſucceed, for 


a moment, in an enlightened age, and with a nation of 


Chriſtians, will probably be conſidered hereafter as one 
ot the molt remarkable events which has diſtinguiſhed 
this aze of wonders, — 7 FF 
Before this diſcovery of the preſent miniſters, who had 
ever heard of the Chriſtianity of the French court, and 


its ſurrounding nobles, towards whom the hurricane f 


revolution was principally directed? Who had ever 
heard of their evangelical characters ſo as to lead to an 
apprehenſion that Chriſtianity muſt be extinguiſhed with 
their extinction? Who that ever really profeſſed the 
Chriſtian religion, from the times of the apoſtles to the 
preſent moment, ever before conſidered it as a human 


eſtabliſhment, the work of particular men or nations, 


ſubject to decline with their changes, or to periſh with 
their falls? No man ever exiſted who is more alive to 
every thing connected with the Chriſtian faith than the 
author of theſe pages, or more unalterably impreſſed 


with its truths; but theſe very impreſſions deprive me 


of any ſhare in that anxious concern of the cabinet at 
St. James's for the preſervation of religion, which was 
going to ruin, it ſeems, with the fall of the grots ſuper- 

ſtitions and abominable corruptions of the prieſthood 
and monarchy of France. Weak men, not to have 
remembered, before they diſturbed the repoſe of the 
werld by their pious apprehenſions, that the fabric of 
- De, Chriſtianity 
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Chrifianity was raifed in direct oppoſition to all the 
0 


powers and eftabliſhraents of the world, and that w 
have the authority of God himſelf, that all the nations 
f the carth {hall be finally ga thered together under its 
ſhadow. Rath men, not to have reflecied before they 
embarked in this er u de of deſolation, that however 
good may be attained. through evil, in the myſterious 
iy ſtem of Divine Providence, it is not for man to 8 
port that religion, w ich co mm nands Peace an good FN 
DON earth, by a deliberate and deep laid 171 m Of 
blooded, famine, ad dæwaſtario n. I by no means 
rent th inculcate by theſe obvervations, tar, he cans 
Chriſtianity, if it be founded in truth, moſt ultimate y 
prevail over all oppoſition, tliat therefore Chriſtian na- 
tions, or Chriſtian individuals, are abſolved from their 
activities in its defence, or in its propagation. In this, 
as in all other human dilpenfations, the Supreme Being 
acts by means that are human, and our duties are only 


exalted inſtead of being weakened by this awful conft- 
ig but theſe duties, whilſt they ſerve to quicken. 
our zcal in what is good, can in no inſtance involve us 


in what is evil. They dignify that piety which propa- 


gates the goſpel by Chriſtian charities, but condemn that 


raſhneſs which would eftabliſh or extend it by force. 
This condemaation, from the very eilence of Chriſ- 


rianity, muſt fall even upon honeſt error aſſerting its do- 


minion by the ſword : but if the condemnation ſhould 


ever happen to range more widely, ſo as to involve am- 
bition, dealing coldiy in blood, for its own ſcandalous 


purpoſes, under the g garb of meekneſs and truth, I dare 
not adinit into my mind even an idea of the puniſhment 
which ought to follow. I would rather from humanity 


invoke the natience of God and man, than invite or di- 


rect their ven; gsance. 


The pretence of à War Aue againſt opinions, to 
2 


check, as it was alledged, the contagion of their prop3- 
gation, is eoually ſenſe! &; end extravagant. The ſame 
Treaſon mi. aht equally have united all nations, in all times, 


agalnſt the progreſſive changes which have onde 


nations from barbariſm t ) light, and from deipotiſm to 


pal Woe It ought indiffolubly to have combined the 


catholic kingdoms to wage eternal war, till the principles 
61 the refo rmation, leading to a new civil eſtabliſhinent, 


„ 2 had. 
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had been abandoned. It hould have! kept the ſword. un- might f 


ſheathed until the United Provinces returned to the ſub- vo tions w 
ſeſtion of Spain, until King Willian's tide and the eſta- criſis of 
Pli ment OI the Britzfhh revolution Bad given wey tO the fied vie 
Perſons and prerogatives of f the Stuarts, ane until Waſh. 7 accordi 
ington, inſteack of yielding up the Cares of a republican 1 the reti 
empire to a vir: nous ar . tree people, 11 tis © fave of an hended 
admiring and aſonhied world, ould: % been dragged 5 poſhbly 
as 4 traitor to 85 Dar of the Od Barev, a; nd is body ©: meaſur 
quartereg upon Tower F311. | 2d 2 Were 
* te'e changes Were alke in their urus. calumni. better 
ated: and eh be nd jonglt with by the abuſes . deprivi 
wie they. d ragen lic trumplec n. 1 me bas now Y which 
Slack ine Fl do the argunteuts and the deeds by which they v 
E3ſgomantuclour trinumihes key are there only. view- was it 
e by eating zich ketirernent, 8 8 5 enzbies condice W the alt 
2710 $0445 by... artihces: lorme N deſeated, tlie eaſier to "i Third, 
po uten a buſy or an untl inking world. wouuld 
But it is maln ained, that independent of the general 1 | of 1t? 
Jrrtereſt of all nations to un pPreis irreligion and anarchy, * erime 
the cuflerce of the French revolution bad a direct and 5 author 
immediate bearing 0150 the ſecurity of the Briiht .povern- 3 courſe 
mer! ; that the political principles which of old divided jury t 
the county, and formed a falutary oppoſition to the . againf 


crown, had taken an entirely new and da ingerous direc- 
tion; that te firſt principles of our mixed and balanced 


liſhing 
of the 


re were held u to derifion and reproach; that was u 
the priviie-ed orders of the ſtate were mocked and in- nion, 
ſulted; whilf the reign of liberty, under a republican deſtro 
form, was anticipated with enthuſiaim by . claſſes anciet 


of the peopie. 


of E. 
Without at all admitting this to have been the caſe in 


propr 


the extent contended for, and relying, as J have already pretei 
done, upon the judgments of our ſolemn tribunals for over 
the refutation of it; yet, for the ſake of the argument, men 
aſſiming it to be true, I am again utterly at a loſs to ſituat 
diſcover what 15 gat: ied from the adunffon by the advos- vile 
cates for the war. Such a diſpoſition in an -onfiderable _ peopl 
clafſes of the people wight have calle Tar PAri cular Princ 
Trudence in government, and might have juſtified par- this c 
ticular exertions of police. It might, in the honeſt ruſhi 


opinion of many, have been a ſtrong argument againſt © evita 
yielding to any reforms at that particular moment; it 5 we {t 
| | | might 


( 41 ) 
might have ſuggeſted ſome reſerves in the communica+- 
tions with France, even in times of peace, during the 
criſis of her political exploſion ; and it might have juſti- 
fied vigorous proſecutions, carried on in the ſpirit and 
according to the practice of the laws. But I demand of 
the returning reaſon. of the country, how the appre- 
hended danger from the contagion of opinions could 
poſſibly be averted by war, or by the concomitant 
meaſures which were an inſeparable part of the ſyſtem? 
Were the forms of our free government likely to be 
better reconciled to the minds of alienated ſubjects by 

depriving them of the actual ſubſtance of freedom, 
which it is the object of all governments to ſecure? If 
they were diſcontented with the Engliſh conſtitution, 
was it likely that an attack upon the rights of juries, 
the alteration of the ſacred laws of King Edward the: 
Third, and the ſuſpenſion of the act of Habeas Corpus, 
would bring them back to their former zeal.and admiration 
of it? If a contempt for their repreſentatives was the 
crime imputed to them, and a diſpofition to invade their 
authority was the danger to- be averted, was it the wiſeſt 
courſe to erect the Houſe of Commons into a grand 
jury to find capital bills of indictment for the crown. 
againſt the people, and to prejudge their cauſes by pub- 
liſhing the accuſing evidence under the cruſhing weight 
of their authority? If the ariſtocratic part of the ſtate: 
was unhappily loſing its due eſtimation in popular opi - 
nion, was it prudent, at that particular moment, to- 
deſtroy all that was venerable in the peerage, from 
ancient dignities and names of renown in the beſt times 
of England, by filling the Houſe of Lords with the 
_ proprietors of contemptible boroughs without even a 
pretence of public ſervice; and advancing to high titles, 
cover the heads of the moſt ancient peers in the kingdom, 
men familiar to our recollection in very ſabordinate- 
ſituations, marked during their whole lives by their ſer- 
vile dependence upon all miniſters, and odious to- the- 

people from their notorious attachment to. arbitrary: 
Principles of government? If it be poſſible to addi to- 
this climax of folly, was it reaſonable to expect, that by 
ruſhing blindly into war, and thereby impoſing the in- 
_ evitable neceſſity of new taxes to an incalculable amount, 
we ſhould purge away. the * which the. very weight: 


( 42 ) 
of taxes had notorioufly engendered! ? Lat ſtly, was it the 
right courſe. to eſcape from the conſequences of French 
opinions, when we knew to a certainty that it was not 
from the opinions with which we were to fight, but 
from that very ſyſtem of war and taxation that we were 
purſuing, as a remedy for diſaffection, that the French 
monarchy ſtruck upon the rock of revolution? 

I deſire only to be reſpected or deſpiſed, to be conſi- 
dered as a man of common ſenſe or a madman, as He 


Fair public voice of England is even now prepared to an- 


iwer theſe queſtions; 


The cauſe of this bold appeal to an | enlightened coun- 
try is obvious. If the queſtion be aſked, in what the 
excellence of every human government muſt confiſt; 
the anſwer from civilized man throughout the world 
muſt be invariable and univerſal. It is that which 
fecures the ends of civil ſociety with the feweſt re- 
ſtraints and at the leaſt expenſe. This is undoubtedly 
true government. This is that ſvſtem of rule and order 
in ſociety, exiſting by expreſs or t:cit conſent, however 
it may have at firſt begun, or by whatever progreſs it 
may have become eſtabliſhed, which ſecures the greateſt 
number of benefits and enjoyments, and which lecures 


them permanently; which impoſes the feweſt poſſible 
reſtraints beyond thoſe which a ſound, moral, and a wiſe 


police ought to ſuggeſt in every country, and which 


leaves the ſubject in full poſſeſſion of all that induſtry 
or harmleſs chance can, bring along with them, ſubject 
only to the ordinary internal expenſes of a frugal go- 
vernment, and the extraordinary contributions, to ſecure 
its preſervation and independence. This was once the 
emphatical deſcription of the Erigliſh government, but 
it is inſenfibly ceaſing to be ſo: not that the conſtitution 
is loſt; but that its ineſtimable object is in the courſe of 
being ſacrificed to a falſe and pretended zeal for its pre- 
ſervation. Taxation, as I have uſt obſerved, 15 the 


_ univerſal price which muſt univerſally be paid as a ſecu- 


rity for a national eſtabliſhment ; but there are limits to 
every thing; if by raſh and unnecetiary wars, and by a 
venal ſyſtem of expenditure, even in times of peace the 
revenue gets to the point which, without inflant repent- 
ance and reformation, is faſt approaching; the nation (by 
winch I mean tae great roſy 
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„ 
can have no longer any poſſible intereſt in the defence 
or preſervation of their government: for if this ſyſtem 
of finance is perſiſted in, what has government in the 
end to ſecure? Not the property of the people derived 
from their induſtry, but the property of the public cre- 
ditor, to whom that induſtry 15 pledged; and thus all 
the majeſty and dignity of the ſtate may degenerate into 
a mere machinery, neceſſary to protect the legalized in- 
cumbrance by further burdens on the ſubject, whoſe 
labour and exiſtence are mortgaged, In ſuch a ſituation, 
a. government may too late diſcover its error and inſecu- N 
rity; becauſe the very zeal of the higher orders which 
encourages it in its extravagance, is, upon the firſt prin- 
_ ciple of human nature, an inducement to the lower 
orders to revolt. Adverting to this awful conſideration, 
J have been ſhocked in the extreme at the late oſtenta- 
tious triumph of the loan by ſubſcription, Very many 
perſons, I am perſuaded, have ſubſcribed to it from real 
motives of public ſpirit, and their exertion was a moſt 
ſeaſonable and critical relief to the ſtate ; but paſting by 
the condition to which miniſters have reduced their 
country, when public ſpirit may be really manifeſted 
towards a government by a loan which would conduct 
a private lender to a priſon as an uſurer, what muſt be 
the reflections of the middle claſſes and the labouring 

pour of England upon the facility of taxation, which 
this ſort of patriotiſm produces? The rich lend their 
monty at ten per cent. but the public induſtry is mort- 
gaged for the payment of the intereſt, and every article 
of £ontumption is already almoſt beyond the reach of 
the artificer and hu{bandrnan, ferewed up as they are in 
Proportion as they happen to come within the vortex of 
this accumulating revenue. 

To what length this ſvſtem may extend without a 
great public cala nity, I purpoſely avoid diſcuſſing; but 
the ſupport given by the deluſion of the higher claſſes 
of the public to a ſyſtem of meaſures at once fo weak 
and fo wicked, ſo unjust to the people, and ſo de- 
ſtructive to themſelves, poſterity, if not the preſent ge- 
neration, may have occaſion to lament in unavailing 
ſackcloth. The danger to the monied intereſt and the 
proprietors of the funds, by the preſent unexampled 
expenditure, 1s wia the moſt Prominent and immi- 
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nent. A danger which they have themſelves provoked, 
and which 1s becoming critical by their own infatuation, 


But the proprietors of lands would do well to recollect 
alſo that their fituation is ſcarcely preferable. The war 


could neither have been begun nor continued to this 
hour, if the great repreſentatives of the landed intereſt 
had not ſupported the miniſters who projected it; and 1 
cannot believe that the people of Great Britain, whoſe 
fortunes depend upon public credit, or the Parliament 
repreſenting that people, will ever conſent either to a 
bankruptcy or to any infoivent compoſition with the 
government, without a proceſs. which in the horrors of 
revolution would be a diſgraceful confiſcation ; but 
which in the legal reformations, impoſed by neceſſity 
and juſtice upon the councils of a moral and intelligent 
people, would teach every diſtinct claſs and order of 


mankind, that their intereſts are inſeparably interwoven 


with the intereſt of the whole community; and that they 
muſt always bear their contingent in the final ſettlement 
of a national account. | - 


Amongſt the public ſupporters in Parliament of theſe 


meaſures I am complaining of, and amongſt the higher 


claſſes of men, who with equal zeal have privately ſup- 
ported them, know there are many, very many perſons 


of the firſt honour, of the cleareſt integrity, and the. 


beſt general ſenſe, however miſguided upon this parti: 


cular ſubject. Indeed, it is a matter of great comfort 


to me to believe, as I do moſt firmly, that notwithſtand- 
ing the wide range of luxury and corruption, the nation. 


is enlightened and virtuous. I defire, indeed, to faiten 


perſonal 1gnominy or reproach upon no individual, 


public or private. I leave every man's motive to his 


own conſcience, and to Him who alone can ſearch them. 
But theſe conceſſions, which private honour and public 


decency alike exact from me, leave me nevertheleſs in 


full poſſeſſion of the privilege of a Britiſh ſubje&, which 


1 fhall fearleſsly proceed to exerciſe, by charging the 
full, excluſive, and conſtitutional reſponſibility of all 


conſequences upon thoſe miniſters who have officially 


adviſed and conducted the meaſures which produced 


them. 5 
To eſtimate rightly the extent of this reſponſibility, 
let us look at the comparative condition of Great Bri- 
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tain, if even ſortitude end patience can bear to look at 
it, bad the preſent war been avoided by prudent coun- 
cils; and if the one hundred millions of money abſo- 
Jutely thrown away upon It, or even 58 of that ſum 
bad been raiſed by a vizcrous and popular adminiſtration 
for the reduction of the national debt. Fancy Can 
bardly forbear to indulge in ſuch a renovating ſcene of 
proſperity; a ſcene which unbappily it is now her ex- 
cluſive and melancholy privilege to reſort to. 

We ſhould have ſeen a moral, ingenious, and ir: 
trious peop.e, conſenting to an increaſe of burdens to 
repair the errors of their fathers, and to ward off their - 
conſequences from cr: ug their poſterity ; but enjoyt: 1T 
un. nder the preſſiire of them the virtuous con! ſohition, 
hat they were lying the foundation of a long career of 
ad happineſs ; {ceing every relaxed and wearted 
ſinew of tle government coming back to its vigour, not 
by ſudden reſt, which is an enemy to convaleſcence, but 
by the oradual diminution of the weight which over- 

_ preſſed them. Obſerving new ſources of trade and ma- 
nufacture burſting forth like the buds of the fpring, as 
the froſts of winter are gradually chafed away. and ſee- 
ing with pride and ſatisfaction, in the hands of a wiſe 
and frugal government, a large and growing capital for 
tne refreſhment of all its dependencies. To encourage 
aad to extend marine eſtabliſhments, our only real ſecu— 
rity againſt the hour when ambition might diſturb the 
repoſe of nations. To give vigour to arts and manu- 
factures, by large rewards and bounties. To teed and 
to employ | the poor, by grand and extenſive plans of 
national improvement. To remove by degrees the 
preſſure of complicated revenue, and with it the com- 
Plicated and galling penalties inſeparable from its collec- 
tion. 10 form a fund, to bring juſtice within the reach 
and to the very doors of the poor, and, by a large public 
revenue at the command of the magitiracy, to ward off 
the nuſeries, the reflection of which, under the beſt 
ſyſtem of laws in the world, and under their pureſt ad- 
miniſtration, have wru: ig with frequent ſorrow the heart 
of the writer of theſe | pages. And, finally, to enabie 
this great, benevolent, and en liglteued country, with a 
more liberal and exliau ſtleſs hand, to advance in her 
glonous carcer of humahiſing the world, and che 
| Ul 
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the lights of the golpel to the uttermoſt corners of the 
earth. All theſe animating viſions are, I am afraid, fled 
It will be bappy now if Great Britain, amidſt 
the ſufferings and CO kreſſes of her inhabitants, can main- 
tain her preſent trade, and preſerve, even with all its de- 
fects, her preſent ineſtimable conſtitution. 

Having ſhewn the origin of the war, and the exe: 115 
made by the ſmall minority in Parliament, I now proceed 
to expoſe to the nation the blindnefs and obſtinacy with 
which it was purfued, In ſpite of a ſeries of Men moſt fa- 
vourable opportunities to terminate it with advantage in the 
beginning, and in defiance after wards of a chain ot even's 
in rapid and diſaſtrous ſucceſſion, which maniteſted the 
utter impracticability of the objects for which it was per- 
ſevered in. I will do this from a ſhort review of the prin- 


cipal proceedings of Parliament upon the ſubject, which 
ſpeak for themſelves; their exiſtence cannot be denied, 


nor their contents miſrepreſented with effect. 


1 ſele 


thoſe of the Houſe of Commons, not only becauſe I was 


perſonally preſent at moſt of them, but becauſe they are 
notoriouſſy the foundation of all the tranſactions of 904 
vernment. 

Hoſtilities had ſcarcely been commenced, when the 
ſubje& was again brouyht before the Houſe of Com- 


mons by Mr. Grey, a gentleman who has juſtly en- 


deared himſelf to his country by his able and indefatiza- 
ble exertions throughout every ſtage of this extraordinary 
conjuncture, and win has ſecured to himſelf the well 

earned fame of a moſt accomphiſhed orator, and, Wat 
is better, of an honeſt ttetel nan, in times of unexampled 
profiigacy and corruption. 


On the 21ſt of February, 1793; Mr. Grey propoſe dan 
addreſs to the King, expoſing the miſconduct of his mi- 
t1i{ters in plunging che cation into war without any ade- 


For the 


quate neceſſity, and iament)! 95 the Pretexts by which! its 


popularity was promoted, in furpriſing the humanity of 
Euglihmen into meaſures which their deliberate jndg- 
ments would condemn, and by inſtuencing th their moſt vir- 


tuous ſenſibilities into a blind and furious zeal for a war 


of vengeance. The concluſion “ implored his Majeſty 
© to ſeize the moſt immediate 0D? portunity of putting a 
*« ſtop to the hoſtilitics which threatened all Europe with 
“the gręateit calamities.“ 
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No other anſwer was given to this ſeaſonable propoſt- 
tion, than that the Houſe had already recently decided 
upon the queſtion; and not only no "ep was taken to 
open the way to negotiation, but, on rhe contrary, after 
many other fruitleſs attempts towards the. ſame helf, his 
Majeſty's miniſters, at the opening of the following 
ſeſſion, on the 2 1ſt of January, 1794, with greater fince- 
rity than has in general characterized their proceedings, 
boldly and plairily avowed the principle on which the 
war had been begun, and was to be profecuted, viz. 
% To oppoſe that wild and deſtructive ſyſtem of 

rapine, anarchy, impiety, and irreligion; the effects of 
“ which, as they had been manifeſted in France, fur- 
niſhed a dreadful but ufeſul leſſon to the preſent age 
and poſterity.” This was the avowed principle of 
continuing the war, as appears by a reference to his Ma- 
jeſty's ſpeech. „Not a word was ſaid upon the footing 
of territory and conqueſt, although all the Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands had then been reduced under the government 
of the Emperor, although Mentz had been recaptured, 
and ſoon after Valenciennes, Conde, and Queſnoy, 
taken; and although Holland had been delivered from 
an impending invaſion. 

Under theſe ci; reumſtances, ſo n for negotia- 
tion, ſo critical for terminating the war on terms ad- 
vantageous to England and her allies (/ it had proceeded 
upon any rational intelligible foundation), not only no mo- 
tion was made towards an amicable arrangement, but a 
principle of hoſtilities was thus openly developed, which 
wholly and abſolutely precluded the return of peace. 

This declaration of miniſters, as contained in the 
King s Speech, was the more ſtriking and extraordinary, 
as it directly refuted their own unfounded affertion, that 

the war had proceeded from France. Mr. Pitt had con- 
tinued to aſſert in Parliament, long after the diſmiſſion of 
Chauvelin, hat the King lad fill left the door open to ne- 
a and amicable ac Fuſtment : yet no ſooner was the 
war begun than its continuance was avowed and ſup— 
ported upon a principle, which ſhewed that peace could, 
under no conceſſions of France, have been preſerved. 
For as the war was to be waged to ſubdue principles and 


* Vide the King': Speech, 210 Jan. 1794. 


„ 


opinions; to change the government, and not to puniſh | 


overt acts of inſult; or to enforce reſtitution; it is plain V. 


the door had never * left open at all, as the miniſter had 


pretended ; ſince France was preciſely in the fame ſtate 
at this moment as when M. Chauvelin was ordered to 
quit the kingdom : and if the return of peace was at the 


opening of the ſeſſion declared to be inadmiffible, whilſt 


the principles of her government continued, it follows, 
that the original preſervation of peace muſt have been 
equally inadmiſüible, whatever conceſſions might have 


been made by France to preſerve it; ſince the ſelf.ſame 


ſyſtem exiſted at the commencement of the war, which 
was now pronounced to be an inſuperable obſtacle to 
negotiation. I hope the time is now arrived, or at leaſt 
is rapidly arriving, when the calm common ſenſe of the 
country will detect ſuch palpable duplicity. 


This new and fatal principle of hoſtility was ren- 
dered ſtill more clear from the poſture of the debate upon 
the addreſs ; which was led, on the part of the govern- 


ment, by the Earl of Mornington, in a very able and 
; complicated {peech, the reſult of much thought and la- 
bour, and delivered: with great force. It was afterwards 
publiſhed as a ſort of creed of miniſters upon the ſub- 
ject of the war. Towards the concluſion of this ſpeech, 
as ſar as I could hear diitinctly from the enthuſiaſtic ap- 


probation which the ſentiment produced, it contained 


theſe expreſſions: That whilſt the preſent, or any Ja- 
« cobin government continued in France, no propofi- 
„tion for peace could be received or propoſed by 


England.“ T forbear to remark upon the fallacy of the 


means by which this ſtout propoſition was juitified ; time 
has unfortunately been beforehand with meu pon the 


ſubject; events have already trampled upon the princi- 


ples, and refuted the calculations. | 

Upon this occaſion the Miniſter, the Houſe, and the 
Nation, received another ſolemn warning from Br. Fox, 
againſt the phrenzy of thus purſuing a conteſt big with 
the moſt ruinous conſequences, without aiy 0 or 
definable object. This extraordinary man, ſummoning 


up all the mighty powers of his capacions mind, in a 
ſpeech of unparalleled depth, comprehenſion, and elo- 


quence, detailed the inevitable confequences of fuch a 
proceeding; he predicted the future conſolidation of 
France 
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'rince from our very | efforts to deſtroy her: he antici- 
parted the diffolution of a confederacy cemented by no in- 


telligible principle of common intereſt :. he looked for- 


ward to the defection of tome, to the ſubjugation of 
others, and with a too prophetic pencil (would to God 
he had been permitted to expunge the ſcene again by 
bis own councils !) painted the melancholy and diſaſtrous 
Rate to which his country would in the end be rednced, 
and which I aſſert to be nearly her condition at this mo- 
ment: left almoſt fingle as we are upon the theatre of 


war—alſking tor peace, but aſking for it in vain, upon 


terms which without war were ol only within our 


reach to obtain, but left to us to diftate—aſking for peace 
in France under the preſſure of a neceſſity created by our 

own folly —aſking it of the regicide Directory, whoſe ex- 
iſtence (I appeal to Mr. Burke and Lord Fitzwilliam) was 


pronounced to be perpetual war: filent upon the ſubject 


of religion, without ny atonement to its violated altars 


and feeking by a thouſand ſubterfuges and artifices un- 
worthy of a great nation (and which muſt and will cer 


tainly be unſucceſsful) to reſtore peace without humbling 


the pride of the miniſters who provoked the war, by con- 
ſenting to terms which nothing but their own im- 
becility could have raiſed France to tae condition of offer- 
ing, or have reduced England to the mortification of ac- 
cepting.“ 

In order to 2 the country from the horrible con- 
dition of thus waging a war without a defined object, and 
conſequently without a proſpect of termination, Mr. 


Grey, on the 26th of January, 1795, made a motion 
to declare it to be the opinion of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, that the exiſtence of the preſent government of 


« 
* France ought not to be conf: dered as Her en at 
66 tbat time oy 11 egotiation for peac 7 | 


At this time bis Majeſty's miniſters. had begun to open 


their eyes to the improbability of reſtoring the French 


Monarcay, or, indeed, any monarchical eſtabliſſiment in 
France, aud had begun to 18e alto the danger of being 


A. mo! ion for prace wat alſo ing 15 in the Houfe of Lords, on the 


tn of Febtunry, by the Marquis of Lanſdowne, u ported by a moſt 


etilightened and convincing Treech upon ts ronenneis of that conſede- 
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pledged to war during the exiſtence of her republican con- 


ſtitution. For although Mr. Grey's propoſition had been 


Aiſtinctly flated, and as clearly and diftinetly accepted for 
debate by the minifter, as if it had been an iſſue framed by 


lawyers for judicial decifion, yet on the day of the mo- 
tion he fled from the diſcuſſion thus tendered and re- 
ceived, and interpoſed the following dexterous, but dit. 
aſtrous, amendment“ Declaring the determination of 
e the Houſe to ſupport the King in the proſecution of 
the juſt and neceſſary war, and praying his Majeſty to 
12 employ the reſources of the country to proſecute it 
„with vigour and effect UNTIL A PACIFICATION 
* COULD BE EFFECTED ON JUST AND HONOURABLE 
TERMS WITH ANY GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE Ca- 
PABLE OF MAINTAINING THE ACCUSTOMED RE- 


cc 


„ LATIONS OF PEACE AND AMITY WITH OTHER © 


„% COUNTRIES,” 
The object of this 8 which the late Houſe 
of Commons adopted 1s almoſt too plain for commentary. 


The nuniſter, unable to juſtify an abſolute refuſal of ne- 


gotiation po any terms with the exiſting French govern- 


ment, but being reſolved not to negotiate FOR THE PRE- 


SENT, nor to pledge himſelf to any FUTURE period when 
he would negotiate, nor to any diſtinct principles or cir- 
cumſtances by which be might ſtand in any degree pledged 
at any time upon the ſubject, had recourſe to the abſo- 


lutely general terms of his own amendment to evade Mr, 
Grey's propofition. What ſort of government it was, 
or might be, which ſhould create or ſecure this capacity 


of maintaining the relations of amity he reſerved for his 


own fingle determination, to be afterwards exerciſed juſt 
gencies of 


as it might ſuit his convenience from the conting 


adverſity or ſucceſs. If ſucceſs attended the war, he 


might continue to deny the capacity of preſerving amity, 
and purſue the ſyſtem of ſubjugation or utter extermi- 


nation; whilſt, on the other hand, if the adverſity foretold 
to him overtook him, he might recede from his haughty 


O 


pretenſions without ijuconſiſtency or humiliation, and, 


without any change of the principles to be ſubdued by 
war, declare the return of a focial aud civil capacity of his 
own mere creation. 


If this tranſaction, pregnant with ſo many dangers, 


were not thus authenticated by the very Journals of Par- 


3 Hance, 


llament 
future 


We 


of twe 


doors, 


either 


ſtate o 
ſingle 
of civ) 

eace 
of all 
proacl 
ſult, 1 
poſitic 
other 
prete 


agal 
mea 
the | 
If tc 
try, 
and 


G5 
Hllament, the hiſtorian who ſhould venture to tranſmit it to: © 
future times would ſcarcely find credit for his narration. 
We ſee a mighty and warlike nation, with a population 
of twenty-five millions of ſouls, ſituated too at our very 
doors, and with which therefore ſconer or later we muſt 
either cultivate a friendly intercourſe, or live in a perpetual : 
ſtate of warfare; we ſee ſuch a community put with a 
ſingle ſtroke of the pen ont of the pale and communion 
of civilized na ions. We ſee her (whilſt, ſtrange to tell 
peace was avowed to be our object) branded in the face 5 
of all Europe as a ſtanding plague, abomination, and re- 
proach, not upon any recent act of aggreſſion or i- 
ſult, nor upon any actual or alleged refiſtance to pro- 
poſitions of peace and amity from ourſelves or from 
other nations, but only upon this arrogant and inſulting 
pretext of a political incapacity wholly and purpoſely 
undefined. 5 | e 
By this unparalleled procedure, the French nation, in— 
ſtead of being drawn inſenſibly back to the humane and 
ſocial order Nom which the paroxyſms of ler revolution 
had diverted her inſtead of being at once awed by and 
reconciled to Great Britain, from ſeeing her purſuing a 
ſyſtem active only as it regarded her own ſecurity, but 
in all other reſpects neutral, and even complacent, ſhe 
has been brought to a temper of rooted jealouſy and dif- 
guſt : and, as an animal purſued beyond the ordinary 
courſe for which its common powers and inſtincts are 
beſtowed, riſes to a pitch of ſagacity, ſtrength, and bold- 
neſs, which the natural hiſtorian can take no account 
of, —ſo France, thus baited and inſulted, thus ſurrounded 
dy nations with the arm of death lifted againſt her, has 
equally put at fault the ordinary calculations of national 
exertions, and brought this raſh and dangerous miniſter 
to a ſtate of repentance unfortunately too late for his 
country: fs, „„ „ e 
The charge which this tranſaction eſtabliſhes againſt 
him is of the moſt ſerious and heavy complexion. We 
are now defired by this very miniſter to raiſe the cry 
againſt the ambition of France; againſt her inſolent de- 
meanour on the, ſubject of peace, and her contempt of 
the balances which treaties have eſtabliſhed in Europe. 
If to obey this call would ſerve the intereſts of my coun- 
try, I ſhould think it a pions fraud to burn theſe pages, 
and to join in the abuſe. But as railing at our enemies 
E 2 Will 


ö 
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will neither conciliafe nor ſubdue them, it is ht to recol- 
lect that the inſolence of ier deportment has been dictated, 
it not juſtified, by cur ow It is the Britith miniſter 


Who has enabled France to hold a langnage which it may 


not, perhaps, be in our power to ſilence; and which, 
under ü milar circumſtances, would be the univerſal lan- 
guage of man from the Pole to the Equator, if French 
principles, French opinions, and French revolution, had 
never exiſted in the world. 


very people, ſo ablurdly and impoliticly outraged, 
would hold this language to us :—You, who now from 


no juſtice or good-will towards us, but under the preſ- 


ſure of a neceſſity created by yourſelves, preſent your- 


ſelves at Paris with the balance of Europe 1 in your hands, 


which you call upon us to relpect You were the firſt to 
break it to pieces for ovR de eftruction. You expunged 
us even from amongf the nations whoſe aggregate com- 
poſe that Europe you would thus acjuit and bakgnce; 


and vou invited all the nations, which ſhould be poiſed in 
its ſcales for common ſecurity, to put themſelves together 


into one ſcale to cruſh and over: beim us. In the refiſt- 
ance of this unprincipled conſpiracy, and for our own 


ſecurity e je pron Its effects, we have ſeized upon the ter- 


ritories of the principal conſpirator, and we will pre- 


ſerve them as a barrier againſt the dangers we have ſur- 


mounted, which, under other circumſtances, might have 
been fatal. You now talk to us of your treaty with this 


Emperor, and we have no right to queſtion the merit of 


that fidelity which binds you to each other. If you 


agreed not to lay down the {word but by conimon conſent, 


it is not far France to argue Great Britain into a breach 
of her obligations. But what have we to do with the 
terms of a treaty between the Emperor and England 


which had our utter deſtruction as a ration for its MEN 


dation; and if, as you aſſert (perhaps with reaſon), that 
It 1s inadnuſſibie for France to ſet up the annexation of 
Belgium, and the demands 9 J. corftitition as 3 bar to 
the propoſed retroceſſion, it is n lets lnadnifiible for 


| Great Britaie, to {et t up HER CUWN tealics WIL Det. Were! 14 
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Would to God this were the language of ſpeculation 
only—if it were ſo, it ſhould not be publicly mine but 


it is the actual language of the councils of France, as will 


| appear more diſtinctly in the ſequel—as againſt miniſters 


it is an argument of weight; but I hope to ſhew here- 
after, that under other councils it never could have been 


held, and would not even now be held in the ſame extent 


or in the ſame temper againſt the Britiſh nation in its old, 


ſimple, manly, and auguſt character of freedom. 


Miniſters cannot hereafter be ſheltered from the re- 


ſponſibility of theſe proceedings upon the plea of inad- 
vertency or miſtake. Their danger and 1mpolicy, and 
their certain effect to produce the very conjuncture we 
are at this moment placed in, was inſiſted on before the 
late Parliament in both Houſes in a ſeries of motions, one 
after another, during two whole ſeſſions, conducted with 
ſuch great abilities, and ſupported by ſuch obvious policy, 


that though they had no effect within doors, they wrought 


an inſenſible effect upon the public, which, mixed with the 
diſtreſſes of the war, and the impracticability of its object, 
convinced the miniſter that his pretenſions muſt at laſt be 
abandoned, and led him, amidſt the ſtruggles of ob- 
ſtiuacy and neceſſity, to purſue that ſyſtem of manage- 


ment, duplicity, and evaſion, which has placed Us, at 


length, in our preſent ſituation. 


On the 6th. of February, 1795, Mr. Grev moved a re- 


ſolution, that without preſuming to dictate or to ſuggeſt 
the time, or the mode, or the line of negotiation, only* 
ſought to remove the formal obſtacle by the ack now- 
ledgment of a power in France competent to negotiate; 


« Py, appealing for that competency not ouly: to the 
“ univerſal principles on which all nations lad ever 


« acted towards each other, but to the pra: ctice and ex- 


8. perience of the United States of America, and of 


“ ſeveral powers of Europe in amity with the French 
“ republic.” | 

This reſolution was conſidered by the miniſter to be 
in ſubſtance the ſame which had been made in the ſanuvary 
ber pes, and was diſpoſed of accordingly by the pre- 


ious queſtion. But Mr. Wilberforce, member for York-. 


| ſhire, ſtruck I muſt ſuppoſe by the nnanſwerabie prin- 
ciple and moderation of the propo tion, cv ded with the 


minority ; declaring that the language in the add reſs to his 
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Majeſty" s ſpeech, and on var ious other occaſions, having 
held out to the French, that we would not treat With 


their preſent rulers, it was fit that that inſurmountable 
obſt cle to peace ſhould immediately be removed. And 


that as the latter part of the reſolution had no other ob- 


ject, he ſhould give it his ſupport. 

I mention this circumſtance, becauſe it proves to a 
demonſtration, that, independently of all terms of negotia- 
tion, the incapacity of France to negotiate contiuea to be 
the ruling principle of the war. 

That the ſeffton might not paſs away, i the af- 
farrs of the public in a condition fo unexampled, more 


_ eſpecially, as it was plain, from a thouſand circumſtances, 


that before Parliament could reafſemble, the condition of 


Great Britain would be leſs commanding, Mr. Fox, on 


the 24th of Mareh, moved, that the Houſe might re- 
ſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houle, to con- 
ſider of the ſtate of the nation. I had the good fortune 


to hear the noble oration by which this motion was lup- 


ported. Its principal heads and arguments the public is 


happily poſſeſfed of; but not of all the ſubordinate parts 
which connected them together, much leſs of that awful 


and commanding eloquence which brought home every 


part of it to the underſtanding and the heart. It did 


not, however, add a fingle name to the diviſion ; and 
although the internal commotions of France were then 


faſt lubſiding, though her preſent conſtitution was in a 


ſtate of organization, though the King of Pr uſſia's con- 


duct was more than anbiguous, though the French had 


penetrated into the heart of Catalonia, and a peace of 


neceſſity with Spain was inevitably approaching, and 
thong) we were proceeding by remonſtrance againſt the 


Swiſs cantons, Tutcany, and Genoa, on the ſubject of 


their veutrality ; yet the Parliament was prorogued 


without any inquiry into the paſt, or plan or object for 


the future; an infuperable obſtacle of peace was wan- 


tonly preſerved, and France was left under the ban of 
Excomimunication, to exhauſt our reſources, to ſeparate 
us from our allies, to extend her conqueſts, and upon the 


unalterable and univerſal principles of human conduct, 
to nourith that ſpirit of diſtruſt and imofity, at which 


we now aftect to be ſurprited, 
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When the Parliament met, on the 29th of October, 
1795, ſome of the changes in the affairs of Europe, which 
all the world, except miniſters, had ſeen the certain ap- 
proach of, had arrived, and the reſt were following. The 
deteſtable expedition at Quiberon had failed, and co- 
vered its authors with everlaſting ſuame; all proſpect of 
keeping up rebellion in La Vendée had vaniſhed, and 
France was far advanced in the organization of her pre- 
ſent conſtitution z many of our poſſeſſions in the Weſt 
Indies had been over-run and pillaged, the King of 
Pruſſia had totally departed from his alliance, and dpain 
| had been forcibly detached from it; the dominion of the 
Stadthoider had paſſed away, and his Majeſty declared to 
us to be in a ſtate of war with ſubjugated Holland. Mi- 
niſters, however, ſaw nothing in all this diſaſtrous or 
alarming—on the contrary, his Majeſty's ſpeech began 
with the tollowing encouraying declaration : 

It is a great ſatisfaction to me to reflect, that not- 
e withſtanding the many events unfavoürable to the 
„% comimon. cauſe, the proſpect reſulting from the ge- 
* neral ſituation of affairs has, in many reſpects, been 
60 materially impr oved in the courſe of the preſent 


_ Amongſt the ee impr ovements, the alteration 
in the affairs of France was not omitted, and would pro- 
bably have appeared the moſt briking and remarkable if 
it had not been wholly eelipfed by the Togcluſion which 
was drawn from it. 

France had now organized her new conflintion; and 
as the country was looking with increaſed 6nx1ety to the 
moment when fhe might be declared capable ot negotia- 
tion, it might have been expected that miniſters would 
bave adviſed his Majeſty to connect the communication 
of this important event with the Pr olpect of immediate 
peace. 

Ik, by the practice of OD conſtitution, the ſpeech of 
the Sovereign proceeded perſonally from himſelf, it is 
impoſſible they could have been ſeparated ; but the ipeech 
of the King is the ſpeech of his miniſter, and is always 
ſo conſidered by the Parliament and the nation, and in 
good truth the prefent one bears the mor indelible and 

genuine marks of its author. F 
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As the anarchy of France was in a manner admitted 


to be at an end, what was to come next? — A govern- 


ment undoubtedly capable of maintaining the relations 
of amity—no—this concluſion would have been too 


rapid a motion towards a negotiation. —We were there- 


fore told, that the diſtraction and anarchy which had 
& prevailed in France had led to a criſis, of which it was 


as yet impoſſible to foreſee the iſſue ; but which, in 


all human probability, muſt produce conſequences 


* highly important to the intereſts of Europe.” 


This bold and penetrating declaration led the way, as 
might be expected, to the old neceſſity of proſecuting 
the war with vigour and alacrity ; and accordingly, with 
the communication of new treaties, this was the con- 


cluſion of his Majeſty's ſpeech, which, in the form of a 


ſuitable addreſs, received again the ſanction of the late 
Houſe of Commons, 5 | 


On this occafion Mr. Fox once more implored the . 
miniſters, and the houſe, and the nation, to advert to 


our condition, and to the utter impracticability of ſuc- 
ceeding in the object of the war, and propoſed an hum- 


ble addreſs, © earneſtly beſeeching his Majeſty not to 


e conſider the governing powers of France to be inca- 
C6 


entered into, and the peace that ſhe already maintained 
with Pruſſia, Spain, and ſeveral of the princes of the 
empire.“ — This ſalutary propoſition was alſo nega- 


tived—the miniſter, at the ſame time, declaring, that 


when the conſtitution of France ſhouid be put in ac- 
tivity with the acquieſcence of the nation, ſo as to 
enable its legiſlature to ſpeak as the repreſentatives of. 
the French people, we ought gen to be ready to ne- 


gotiate, without any regard to the form or nature of the 


government. | 5 
Here then was another explicit admiſſion, that with- 


out any refuſal on the part of France to negotiate, or 


upon any ſpecific difference (as at preſent) concerning 


terms of peace, we were ſuffering her to conſolidate her 
empire, to nouriſh her animoſities, to diſtolve our al- 
liances, and to threaten Europe with univerſal ſubjuga- 


tion: the blood and money of England pouring out, in 
the mean time, until our conſtitution- mongers and au- 
| | | guls 


pable of maintaining the accuſtomed relations of peace 
and amity, and appealing to the recent treaties ſne had 
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wars of political capacities ſhould be ſatisſied that France 
was fit to be received into the holy communion of the 
robbers and deſtroyers of Poland. 5 

& The longeſt day will have an end.” In only a little 
more than a month after this period, France had com- 
pleted her probation to the ſatisfaction of his Majeſty's 
miniſters, who accortlingly adviſed the King to ſend a 
meſſage to the Commons on the gth of December, ac- 
quainting the Houſe, ** That the criſis which was de- 
& pending at the beginning of the ſeſſion, had led to 
* {uch a ſtate of things as would induce his Majeſty to 
MEET any diſpoſition to negotiation on the part of the 
enemy, with an earneſt defire to give it the fulleſt and 
_** ſpeedieſt effect, and to conclude a treaty of general 
peace whenever it could be effected on juſt and ſuit- 
able terms for his Majeſty and his allies.” ED 

It is fit to pauſe here a little to examine this de- 
claration z to conſider to what, in honett effect, though 


not in preciſe words, it pledged the miniſters who 


adviſed it, that we may be enabled to examine the cor- 
reſpondence or repugnancy of their ſubſequent conduct 
to their ſolemn engagements in the mouth of their So» 
i: TE 
The declaration admits the return of France to a capa- 
city to maintain the common relations of peace and amity. 
becauſe, though it maſks this capacity under the vague 
_ defignation of a fate of things, yet a readineſs to nego- 
tiate, in avowed conformity with the King's former de- 
clarations, amounts to a ſubſtantive admiſſion, that the 
formerly declared obſtacle to peace from the condition of 
France was done away. Moreover, by tne expretlion of 
an earneſt deſire, on the part of his Majeſty, to give the 
tulleſt effect to the ſpeedieſt negotiation of an honourable 
peace, it unqueſtionably bound the miniſters to take | 
ſome immediate ſtep to manifeſt the ſincerity of that 
declaration. But mark the reſervation obvicutly in- 
troduced into the meilage to nullify this whole pro- 
„ NV» e 
Miaiſters were pledged to no acfive ſtep whatſoever: 
on the contrary, the language of the meflage completely 
ſecured to them the privilege of continuing pertectly 
pathve upon the ſubject of peace. His Majeſty only ex- 
preſſed his 1cadineſs to wks r any diſpoiition on the part 


of 


4 


bis enemies to negotiate, Now, conſidering again the 
royal declaration as not at all perſonal to the King, but 
wholly as the act of his miniſters, in what language ſhall 
1 ſneak of it? Where or how was his Majeſty, in the 
nature of things, to meer ſuch pacific diſpoſitions, how- 
ever they might have been entertained on the part of 
France? The Britiſh government, by the various acts 
of its Crown and Parliament (enumerated in the pre- 
ceding pages), had interpoſed a pofitive and public ob- 


ſtacle to negotiation—it had declared the incapacity of 


the French government; an obſtacle the moſt inſulting 
and degrading ever offered by one independent nation to 
another; and, notwithſtanding this declaration of the 


new ſtate of things in the meſſage, it is plain that this 


obſtacle ſtill continued, 4 


The declaration was a mere piivate communication of 


the King of Great-Britain to bis own Parliament : it con- 
tained no ſignification 0 France of this change of ſenti- 


ment regarding her government. The exiſtence of a 
88 was not even acknowledged. —If indeed his 
ajeſty had accompanied the communication to his won 


Parliament with an authoritative declaration to the new 


government of France, acknowledging its civil capacity 


as the repreſentative of the French nation, and expreſſing 
a readineſs to negotiate, even in the paſſive language of 


the meſſage, I fhould then have confidered fuch a pro- 


ceeding as a fair motion towards peace. But I again 
make my conſtant appeal to the enlightened good ſenſe 


of the country, whether, without making France at all a 
party to this proceeding, without any declaration 7 Her, 


that we ſaw that capacity in her government admitted 
by the meſſage, but which we had ſo long denied, 


it was poſhble miniſters could believe for a moment 
that they were really advancing in the work of peace. 


I defire to ſtand or fall in the whole of what I have 


written, as this plain queſtion ſhall be anſwered by every 
man whoſe reaſon is not diſordered, or whoſe heart is not 


- corrupted. 


When the meſſage came to be taken into conſideration _ 
in the Houſe of Commons on the gth of December, the 
remarks I have made upon the wording of it were com- 


pletely illuſtrated. The addreſs breathed nothing but 
vigarous preparations for continuing the war—not a 


hunt. 
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hint was given of any communication to France of our 
ſentiments concerning her new government; nor was 
there any thing in the language of miniſters that 
could lead France even to believe that we looked to- 
wards a negotiation in the genuine temper and ſpirit of 
eace. | 
L In oppoſition to this addreſs, an amendment was 
moved by Mr. Sheridan, “ lamenting that his Majeſty 
“ had ever been led to conſider the internal order of 
things in France as an obſtacle to peace, becauſe, if 
the preſent order of things were admitted as the in- 
ducement to negotiation, a change of that order of 
„things might be conſidered as a ground for diſcon- 
tinuing negotiation begun, or even for abandoning a 
treaty concluded ; and praying his Majeſty to give 
diſtinct directions, that immediate negotiation might 
ebe entered upon for the above ſalutary object.“ I 
forbear to notice the powerful manner by which this 
moſt ſeaſonable propolition was ſupported, becauſe it 
might ſeem as if it were the only occaſion in which this 
extraordinary perſon had employed his great talents in _ 
Parliament upon the ſubject of the war. I have not be- 
fore had occaſion to name Mr. Sheridan, becauſe my 

object naturally led me to the propoſitions made in Par- 
liament during the war, and'not to the debates on them, 
which are in the hands of every body; but when I am 
brought to name him as the mover of this amendment, 
it is but a juſt tribute to ſo happy an union of public 
ſpirit and genius, to expreſs my admiration of the va- 
rious powers of his mind, which nature has ſo ſeldom 
united. A ſuperior and ſublime eloquence, the force 
of ſound reaſoning, and the happieſt command of 
wit, which ſerves occaſionally to expoſe when no ar- 
guments would defeat, and which affords the happieſt 
illuſtration of Pope's deſcription of this rare and uſeful 
qualification. j oe oo, Y 
For the ſame reaſons, let me not be thought to have 
_ overlooked the merits of the few excellent and accom- 
pliſhed perſons who compoſe the minority in both Houſes 
of Parliament, and who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves _ 

by their talents and ſteadineſs in the cauſe of their coun- 
try—amidſt the moſt mortif; ing and diſpiriting circum- 
ttances which ever attended any oppoſition in Britiſh 
„ 5 Houſes 


6800) 


Houſes of Parliament: this ſmall body of men have 


ſtood firmly and indefatigably at their poſts, animated by 
the ſenſations which a great moral writer aſcribes to 


greatneſs under temporary depreſſion and negle&; 


% Little difappointed, not at all dejected, relying upon 
their own merit with ſteady conſciouſneſs ; and wait- 
% mg, without impatience, the viciſſitudes of opinion 
& and the impartiahty of a future generation.” 


From the gth of December, 1795, when this meſſage 


from the King was agitated, and the propoſition for nego- 
tiation was negatived, until the 8th of March, 1796, when 


Mr. Wickham tranſmitted the note* to M. Barthelemi, no 
motion whatſoever, directly or indirectly, was made by 
miniſters towards peace—on the contrary, when they were 


. — urged to it by a motion of Mr. Grey, in the 
Toufe of Commons, on the 6th of February, the an- 
fwer was, that though negotiation had been declared 


admiffible, they were not to be bound hand and foot 
to negotiate; and we are now therefore brought, at laſt, 
fo the period of Mr. Wickham's propofition, the true 


criterion by which the wiſdom and fincerity. of miniſters, 
on the fubject of peace, muſt be eſtimated ; not only be- 


cauſe both the time and the mode were the reſult of their 


own long deliberations, but becauſe they have been 


pleaſed to affert, in his Majeſty's late royal declaration, - 


« that the ſtep in queſtion was the beſt calculated for its 


% object; that the anſwer of the French government 


« was haughty and evaſive, and affected to queſtion the 
«© ſincerity of thoſe diſpoſitions of which his Majeſty's 
% conduct afforded ſo unEqQuIvocaL A PROOF,” Lay- 
ing in my conſtitutional claim, a third time, to con- 


fider his Majeſty's declaration as the declaration of his 


mmuſter merely, and for which he is perſonally reſpon- 


ible, I utterly deny that the beſt ſtep, or that any juſt. 


or rational ſtep was taken by miniſters in Mr, Wickham's 
propohtions towards peace. And I aſſert, that 1t was 
mnpoffible that France ſhould not actually entertain that 


ſuſpicion of our ſincerity which the declaration charges 


to be affected. 


cSce the note alluded to in his Majeſty's late meſſage, and printed 


with. the other parts of the negotiation, on Lord Malmeſbury's return 
fem Parit, for the uſc of both Houſes of Parliament, | 
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In order to eſtabliſh the grounds of this aſſertion, I 
defire only to recur to the obſervation which I have al- 
ready made upon his Majeſty's meſſage in the December 
preceding. 1 0 5 

Till that time, France had been delared incapable of 
maintaining the common civil intercourſe of nations. Her 
government had been publicly branded to all Europe as 
a den of tyrants and robbers, and her country had been 
invaded, not only by foreign war, but by her revolted 
ſubjects, under Engliſh banners, to deſolate France by 
mteſtine and civil fury. 5 


Jam not now re- arguing the impropriety of ſuch a 
proceeding ; I am only ſtating the fact, in order to eſti- 
mate its natural effects. 8 * 
When Mr. Wickham made his propoſition in March, 
no notification (as I have obſerved already) had been 
iven to France that any change of ſentiment had taken 
place in the Britiſh councils on the ſubject of her govern- 
ment, neither could fhe read it in the conduct of the 
War. England was ſtill endeavouring to engage the ac- 
_ tivity of her allies in the original cauſe which had confe- 
derated Europe. She continued as before to ſubſidize 
the Emperor, and, what is more important, ſhe conti- 
nued to pay the army of the Prince of Conde, made up 
of French noblemen, who could not be ſuppoſed to be 
fighting for the new French conſtitution, and whom, by 
the bye, they never took Nto pay until they had in ef- 
fect given up the very caule for which theſe unfortunate 
men were contending. 3 1 TERS 
Under theſe circumſtances, could France really believe 
that we were ſincerely converted to her republican go- 
vernment by the diviſion of the Council of Ancients from 
the Council of Five Hundred, and in the ſtriking ſimili- 
tude between the five perſons of the Directory aud the 
hereditary unity of the monarchical part of a ſtate ? Had 
we acknowledged her government ? or had we told her 
of this wonderful and happy converſion ? or. is there a 
man of honour in England, who will lay his hand upon 
his heart and Jay, that he believes this new French conſti- 
tution, this legitimate infant of a month old, was the 
cauſe of the King's meflage; nav, further, who will not 
admit that the growing neceffities of the country, and 
the feelings of the people on the ſubject of the war, did 
„ not 
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| not ſolely and ſingly produce it? And that miniſters A © the 

| were feeling their way towatds peace, whilſt they were in 
taking the chance of the tables to ſupport and to trinmph ] 

in the war? Let Mr. Burke and Lord Fitzwilliam an- Fra 

{wer theſe queſtions, reſpectable witneſſes as they are, per 

from the conſiſtency of their teſtimony, Let them tell us io! 

upon their honours, where was the difference between for 

this new order of things expreſſed in the King's meſſage, | vou 

and the old order of things, which was with them and ref: 

miniſters together, and fil! with them, the foundation of duc 

the war with France, and the flame that fed it from the © no 

beginning. How could we then be ſo weak as to expect, for 

that a moſt ſubtle, inſulted, and enraged enemy, would ſho 

believe what we do not believe ourſelves, and what no ope 

man of common ſenſe ever did, or to the end of the world pea 

will believe? TO. HW. 

But ſuppokng theſe obſervations to be out of the © bur 

4 queſtion, was there any thing in the mode of Mr. Wick⸗ par 
"x ham's propoſition as connected with the antecedent or fiſt; 
A with the exiſting relations of the two countries, which den 
4 gave it even the air of a ſerious and manly embaſſy from mo 
4 | one great ſtate at war with another? Mr. Wickham had the 
q no diplomatic character conferred upon him for the pur- the 
poſe of negotiation—he was only the miniſter to the ma 

Swiſs cantons; he had no ſpecific inſtructions from his 1 

court on the ſubject, except indeed thoſe which he com- vat, 

municated to Mr, Barthelemi, viz. © That he was cat! 

© NOT IN ANY MANNER AUTHORIZED TO ENTER the 

*% WITH HIM INTO ANY NEGOTIATION OR DISCUS» to | 

„ $10N UPON THE SUBJECT OF HIS NOTE.” ſwe 

The object, therefore, of Mr. Wickham's propoſition, mie} 

and the extent of his authority, were to pump Mr. Bar- dliat 

thelemi. A new title in the code of diplomacy, per- put 

fectly ſuitable to the novel principles upon which the war * 

had been engaged. But what muſt be deciſive with every Fra 

thinking perſon, that miniſters were rather ſeeking for * of t 

ſome public juſtification for continuing the war than 4 I 

_ anxiouſly looking for an opening towards peace, is their nio 

conduct upon receiving the anſver of France tranſmitted me 

to Mr. Wickham. © | F 1 jov 


This anſwer, like the late one to Lord Malmeſbury at b 
Paris, ſet up the French conſtitution as an abſolute bar to - 
G £ CE r 


{ 03.) 
the ceſſion of any part of the territory of the republic, but 


in other reſpects inviting negotiation, | | 
Now am I not at all about to juſtify this pretenſion of 


France, far leſs the reaſon of it, which I confider to be 


33 frivolous, and unworthy of a great and en- 
ightened nation in its communication with another; but 


for that very reaſon 1 conſider the anſwer as more ta- 
vourable for continuance of negotiation than if ſhe had 


refuſed the ceſſion on the ground of national me © qr 

e as 
no determination was expreſſed to keep Belgium, except 
for a reaſon which further diſcuſſion might well have 


duced by the aggreſſion of the confederacy; becau 


ſhown to be no reaſon at all, it appears to me to have 


opened to miniſters (had they realiy been anxious for 


peace) a far better opportunity for keeping negotia- 


tion open, than when they afterwards ſent Lord Malmeſ- 
bury to Paris to recommence it; and which, if acc m+ 


panied with a gentleneſs and frankneſs, not only con- 
ſiſtent with, but the very characteriſtic of, indepen- 
dence and greatneſs, might have been attended with the 


moſt ſalutary conſequences. Inſtead of this, what was 
the conduct of the very men who now talk to us of 
their fincerity, and who demand our confidence as peace- 

makers? 7 ) ns, 5 

Although Mr. Wickham's note was a collateral, pri- 


vate, and I might almoſt ſay, a confidential communi— 


cation from Mr. Wickham to M. Barthelemi, to ſound 


the diſpoſitions of the French government as a channel 
to further communications; yet no ſooner was this an- 
ſwer given, and by the ſame collateral mode of commu— 


nication we had ourſelves preſcribed, than we imme- 


_ diately and eagerly ſeized the opportunity of officially“ 


publiſhing it to all Europe in the name of the Court 
of London, making it the vehicle of treſh abuſe upon 
France, and of a new ſpur to the vigorous proſecution 


of the war. | 3 5 
But what is worſt of all (and for which, in my opi— 


nion, miniſters deſerve the ſevereſt cenſure and puniſh- 


ment); they dictated in this note a language for their 
ſovereign to all the courts of Europe, containing a 


* Vide the note dated roth of April, 1796, lately publiſhed for the 
uſe of the two Houles of Parliament. | | | 


IE Sn pledge 


E 


FAR ſcarcely preferved already, and. from which, 

haps, it may be wiſdom hereafter wholly to 25k 
While theſe diſpoſitions ſhall be perſiſted in,” (iays 
the note of the court of London, adverting to the refuſal 


to difannex any. part of the French territory) © nothing 
Mi 


is left for the King but to proſecute a war equally zul 
and neceſſary.” The note then goes on to tav, that 
* whenever the King's enemies ſhall manifeſt of pa- 
{© cilic ſentiments, his Majeſty would THEN concur with 
n allies in mcatures the beſt calculated to reſtore 
„peace.“ 

Now let us fee how wel! his Majefly' $ ig have 
maintained this dignified language of their Sovereign; 


let us examine « hether, for the mere purpoſe of ob- 


taining money for the proſecuting their favourite war, 


they did not hold out fallacious hopes of peace when not 
a ſhadow of new hope exiſted, whether they did not 
make his Majeſty lower the tone of his public declaration 
to all Europe, by ſending a public embaily to Paris 
without any manifeſtations of more pacific ſentiments in 
our enemies; and whether, for the mere occation, they 
did not falſely create a ſtrong ſenſation in the public mind 


on the ſubject of peace. Whether they did not tacitly, 
and in ſubſtance, hold out that ſomething important had 
happened fince the date of the circular note of the court 


of London, opening a new proſpect of treating with 


effect, although they knew that things were not merely 


in the ſame condition, but in a much worſe ; becauſe 


the interval had not been employed in conciliatary con- 


duct; becauſe the French might have been expected to 
be more havghty by recent ſucceſſes, which were beyond 
the reach of imagination in the March preceding; and 
becaule, nevertheleſs, miniſters had privately retolved to 
reſiſt their former pretenſions oppoſed to Mr. Wickham's 
negotiation by an abſolute Aue qua non in the front of the 


new one to be ſet on foot. 


It would be an affront to the public to maintain by 
argument what ipeaks for itſelf, yet, to prelerve the 
thread of the proceeding, ſome notice muſt be taken of 

this important embaſly. | 


I have long had the bonour to be well acqu: Ad with 


Lord Malmeſbury; 1 greatly reſpect his diplomatic ta- 
lents, and I ſee no reaſon to change my opinion from 
| any 
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(03. 
any thing which is perſonal to him in the late negotia- 
tion. I lament the narrowneſs of his powers, and, in- 
deed, if I were perſonally his enemy, I might as well 
abuſe the bell-man, if I received a libel by the poſt, as 
reflect upon a meflenger becauſe he happens to be called 
an ambaſſador, 5 85 
From the gth of April laſt, the date of the circular 
note of the court of London, till the opening of the 
new Parliament in November, which announced Lord 
Malmeſbury's miſſion, no intermediate ſteps towards 
negotiation had been taken, and a very ſtrong ſenſation 
began to prevail in the public mind on the ſubject. From 
the enormous public expenditure more alarming difficul- 
ties, in the way of the ſupplies, were at the ſame time 
approaching than any Britiſh miniſter ever had to en- 
counter. The ordinary plan of a common loan was 
abandoned; and, as it was impoſſible to foreſee with 
certainty the reſources which the overflowing zeal of 


the public ſo rapidly provided, ſchemes of finance wholly . 
new to England, and alien to her conſtitution, were f | 
publicly in ayitation. Nothing, indeed, but Lord | ll 4 
Malmeſbury's miſſion could probably have prevented the 14 
experiment; but a direct motion towards peace by a i |: 
_ dignified embally,, and the proſpect of obtaining it, i; 


which was induſtriouſly held out alſo, naturally animated 
the public zeal, and ſupplied with popularity the neceſſi- i 
ties of government. = „ N Eo | 
To give time for this operation, was the obvious plan | — 
of the forms in which Lord Malneſbury was infiructed | . 


to negotiate. Miniſters had determined (no matter 1 
whether properly or not) to inſiſt, that Belgium ſhould [| 


not continue to be a part of France. The French Pi- if 
rectory, on the other hand (no matter whether properly | 
or not) had determined. not to cede it; and this deter- | 
mination they had publicly expreſſed in the month of 
March preceding. If England, therefore, with this 
determination of. diſannexing Belgium az a /ine qua non, 4 
the propriety. of which I am ſtill not diſcuſſing, had 5 4 
really ſet on foot the negotiation, with. a view to aſcer- 1 
tain whether France ſtill perſiſted in this unjuſt and un- 109 
founded pretenſion, as expreſted by Kl. Barthelemi to 
Mr. Wickham, the buſineſs could not have laſted a <6 
day. It would, of courſe, have begun with a direct | 
reference to the formerly expreſſed determination 
F-..3 | 
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( 66 ) 
in March; it would have contained a candid, and, in my 
opinion, an eaſy refutation of its principles, and would 
have demanded an anſwer. This fimple courſe would 


have brought the matter to an inſtantaneous concluſion. 
But, inſtead of this direct and obvious procedure, what 


do the papers which have been laid on the table of the 
Houle of Commons really contain? What have been the 
8 of this embaſſy, which ſeaſonably occupied 


0 many weeks, amuſing the Engliſh public while the 
loan was tranſacting ? | | * | 


The whole er is neither more nor leſs than 
this the court of London having reſolved upon a fine 


gua non, which they did not at firſt communicate, and 
which was in direct oppoſition to the former public ine 


qua non of France, as expreſſed in the March preceding, 


rogers mutual compenſation as the baſis of negotiation. 
The Executive Directory, being determined not to adopt 


that baſis of compenſation which ſhould break in upon 


their former determination not to cede the territory of 


the republic, anſwer, that they cannot accept compenia- _ 
tion as a baſis, unleſs they know what it comprehends, _ 
and they therefore demand of Lord Malmeſbury to ſtate 
tus ſpecific propoſition of compenſation. This demand 


the ambaſſador, in purſuance of bis inſtructions, of 


courſe refuſes, until the Directory ſhould firſt admit the 
balis. 


about nothing, the French Directory, who never meant, 


After a confiderable length of time in this diſpute 


nor in common ſenſe could mean, that mutual compen- 
fatiov (the baſis of every poſſible peace) ſhould not be the 
baſis of the propoſed ove, but who were only determined 
not to accept +a? baſis of compenſation which compre- 


hended the Netherlands, at laſt conſent to remove this 


ridiculous ſtumbling-block, and, by M. Delacroix's 
letter to Lord Malmeſbury the 27th of November, they 
hold this language to him, which accordingly removed it. 

„Our antiwer, of the 5th and 22d of laſt Brumaire, 


contained an acknowledgment of the principle of 
“ compenſation, by aſking you to ſtate what it compre- 
„% hended. But to avoid all farther pretext of diſcuſſion 


« on the ſubject, the Executive Directory now makes 
* the poſitive declaration of ſuch acknowledgment, and 


Lord Malmeſbury is accordingly again invited in the 


„terms of the vrovoſal of 22d Brumaire, to defignate 
1 | N „„ 


3 
« without delay and expreſsly the objects of reciprocal 
% compenſation which he has to propoſe. “ 
Nou if peace, or the infant alternative between peace 
and war, had been the ſerious object of this embaſſy, 
was not a man of the ambaſſador's high dignity and great 
capacity to be entruſted with even a ſingle term which 
conſtituted the fine qua non of his embaſſy? that figngle 
term was not, however, entruſted to Lord Malmeſbury ; 
and after the public mind was kept ſtretched upon the 
rack of impatience, the ambaſſador had no anſwer at all 
to give upon the ſubject, but defired to conſult his 
court. The reaſon of this ſtrange departure from the 
ordinary and natural courſe of negotiation, in the hands 
of ea high and accompliſhed ambaſſador, all the world is 
already aware of. Procraſtination was moſt material, not 
only from the particular circumſtance of the loan, but 
from the critical ſtate of the war. When the embaſſy 
was firſt projected, we were in the loweſt ebb of diſgrace 
and misfortune. We had nothing left to cover our na- 
kedneſs but what we had torn from the Dutch, for whofe 
protection we went to war; and our laſt ally, the Empe- 
peror, was likely to be even beſieged in his capital: but 
whilſt Lord Malmeſbury was at Paris, the unexampled 
{ſpirit and gallantry of the Archduke Charles changed the 
face of things, and the ſeaſon became favourable for 
_ Negotiation to lie upon its oars. . 
At laſt, however, the {ſpecified demand of compenſa- 
tion, which every body is acquainted with, was tranſ- 
mitted to, and delivered by Lord Malmeſbury, in which 
England demanded reſtitution to the Emperor, on the 
footing of the flatus ante bellum, This demand was not 
expreſſed in terms as a /ine qua non, or ultimatum, upon 
the face of the confidential memorial; but in the colla- 
teral diſcuſſions with M. Delacroix, it was expreſſed as 
a POSITIVE ULTIMA TUM that Belgium ſhould not remain 
as part of France. This appears by Lord Malmeſbury's 


letter to Lord Grenville in the following words :* „ You 5 


+ then perfiſt, ſaid M. Delacroix, in applying this prin- 
* ciple to Belgium? I anſwered, moſt certainly : and 


* This letter is very creditable to Lord Malmeſbury ; it never could 
be intended for publication, yet it has all the perſpicuity, correctneſs, 
and elegance, of the moſt ſtudied pertormance, | Re 89 
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t J ſhould not deal fairly with you if I hefitated to de- 
& clare in the outſet of the negotiation, HAT ON Tris 
« POINT YOU MUST ENTERTAIN NO EXPECTATION. 
© THAT His MAIESTY WILL RELAX, OR EVER CON- 
* SENT TO SEE BELGIUM A PART OF FRANCE.” And 
again in the ſame letter. he,” M. Delacroix, “ again 
& aſked me, whether in his report he was to ſtate the 
„ diſuniting Belgium as a /e qua non from which his 
„ Majeſty would not depart: I replied, Ir MosT CER- 
„ TAINLY WAS A SINE QUA NON FROM WHICK HIS 
© MAJESTY WOULD NOT DEPART.” And again in 
the very next paragraph, M. Delacroix repeated his 
„concern at the peremptory way in which J made this 
« aſſertion; and aſked whether it would admit of no 
CE modification ; I replied, if France could in a contre 
“ projet point out a practicable and adequate one, $TiLL 
© KEEPING IN VIEW THAT THE NETHERLANDS MUST 
% NOT BE FRENCH, OR LIKELY AGAIN TO. FALL 
INTO THE HANDS OF FRANCE, ſuch a propoſal might 
certainly be taken into conſideration.” 

This aff expreſſion, which has been confidered as 
opening the negotiation, by the admiſſioii of a contre 
projet, not only Te-infifts upon the original fine qua non, 
but even adds another, not expreſſed before; for Lord 
Malmeſbury adds, that this contre projet muſt not only 
keep in view, that Belgium ſhould not be French, which 
he had ſaid before; „but, that it ſhould not be again 
&«& likely to fall into the hands of France. 

This private diſcuſſion being finithed, MI. Delacroix, | 
but without poſitive inſtructions, expr elled his Own ap- 
prehenſion, that this would terminate the negotiation, 
and tranſmitted the note and confidential memorial to his 
government. 

The Executive Directory hevidie received them, and 
having learned undoubtedly from M. Delacroix, by Lord 
Malmeſbury's permiſſion, that the retroceſſion of Belgium 

from France, thorgh not officially expreſſed in the memorial 
as an ultimatum, was neverthelets abſolutely inſiſted on as 
ſuch, they demanded of Lord Malmeſbury that he would 
ſend his ultimatum offcially in writing, This demand was 
expreſſed in the following words: © And to require of 
« you to give into me officially, in twenty- four hours, 
your ultimatum ſigned by you.“ 

This 


s gary „ — 1 
am 5 Bas MN: 8 a 
n ET 


„ 


This required ultimatum had undoubtediy a pointed 
_ reference to Belgium, and cannot be conſidered as a re 
quiſition of an ultimatum upon every collateral point of 
. negotiation. It ſeems to have been fo underſtood by 
Lord Malmeſbury himſelf; for his Lordſhip referring to 
his official note, and allo to his verbal declarations to 
M. Delacroix, connecting them properly together, expreſſes 
himſelf thus: “ He therefore can add nothing to the 
{© affurances which he has already given to the miniſler 
„for foreign affairs, as well by word of mouth as in his 
& Official note.” _ „„ . OT | 
This anſwer from Lord Malmeſbury, which was cor- 
rect, explicit, and manly, incorporated by inference the 
1:nofficial ſine qua non, delivered verbally to M. Delacroix, 
with the cia demand of the flatus ante bellum, contained 
in the confidential memorial. The Directory conſidered 
it as ſuch, and therefore repeated their former ultimatum 
on that point, as expreſſed in the March preceding to 
Mr. Wickham, viz. That they would: liſten to no 3 # 
* propoſal contrary to the conſtitution, to the laws, | =; 
« and to the treaties which bind the Republic,” This 'F 
anſwer being ultimatum againſt ultimatum, upon a pars 
ticular point, the negotiation was brought to an inevitable 4 
concluſion; and it is ſelf-evident, that this muſt have 85 . 
been its fate in one day or in one hour, if Great Britain, 105 
aware, with the reſt of Europe, of the former deter- 
mination of France regarding Bel wm, and determined 
to continue to reſiſt that — had aſked her ace 
once whether ſhe would conlent to modify or to aban- 
don it. | Ee. Om ” 
When the details of this negotiation came to be cons 
fidered in the Houſe of Commons, on the zoth of De- 
 cember laſt, the miniſter diſplayed all that dexterity and 
ability, for which he is fo remarkable. His object was 
to conceal from the Houſe theſe obvious concluſions 
which ſtare one in the face from reading the procecdings, 
and to jucenſe the Parliament and che nation at the in- 
ſolent unfounded pretences of France, which defeated, 
by their unparalleled abſurdity and inadmiſſibility, the 
earneſt anxiety of miniſters for peace. He wiſely, there- 
fore, and ably, and dexterouſly, kept in the back ground 
the thing refuſed, which formed the obſtacle, —He pru- 
dently iuppreſſed the details of his own adminiſtration, _ 
9 5 = 5 | 7 Which 


("90-1 

which had given to France both the power and the tem- 
per to refuſe the demanded ceſſion of Belgium, and 
brought forward, with the greateſt addreſs, the unfounded 
reaſons for the refuſal; reaſons, which I am the laſt man 
to ſupport ; which I think are abſurd and ridiculous, but 
which were, in fact, very little to the argument of our 
fitvation, Mr. Pitt knew this, and therefore ſeized upon 
it as the weak point of his adverſary. He made it every 
thing in his view of conſidering the termination of the ne- 


gotiation, and triumphed with the Houſe by a forcible. 


and eloquent, but, for the following reaſons, a fallacious 
ſtatement, . 

The danger of ſuffering Belgium to remain with France 
was much funk in his argument, and the evil mainly in- 


ſiſted upon was her unfounded reaſon for reſiſting the 
ceſſion. He not only enlarged upon the injuſtice of a 


nation finally annexing a territory acquired during war; * 


but appealing to the French conſtitution, he denied that 
it eſtabliſned its annexation. This * of the miniſter's 


ſpeech was by far the moſt laboured, argumentative, and 


 Ingenious ; inſomuch, that F could not help being ſtruck, 
In the moment, with the force of that characteriſtic infir- 

mity, which ſeems to impel him as it were, by a law of 

his nature, always to a& upon one principle under the 


_ pretext of another. 


If the poſſeſſion of Belgium by France, from its extent | 
of coaſt and other local circumſtances, be really ſo dan- 


gerous to England in her inſular character, or as con- 


nected in intereſt with the political balances of the conti- 


nent, that it 1s ſound policy to continue the war at all 


events, in the hopes of compelling its reſtitution, then 
the defence of the miniſter for his preſent conduct would 


be ſubſtantial ; but it is plain that his defence in that caſe 
would be founded upon the refuſal of France to give up 


* Mr. Pitt appears to have forgotten the annexation of Corſica, by 


his Majeſty's ſolemn acceptance of its crown; and I will not inſult the 


King, by ſuppoſing, that if the fate of war had permitted it, and the 
Corſicans had claimed our protection as the price of their accepted alle- 
glance, our gracious ſovereign would have abandoned taem to the poſ- 


fible reſentment of their former governors, However, as the crown was 
accepted without the conſent of Parliament, the difficulty might have 


been got over, and minifters might have denied that Corſica had ever 


been legally annexed to the Britith crown, 


Belgium, 
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. 
Belgium, and not upon the reaſons for which ſhe re- 
fuſed it. 5 

To try the force of this reaſoning, let me ſuppoſe 
ſhe had been willing to cede Belgium, and every territory 
of any conſequence demanded of her, with the exception 
of ſome inſignificant fort or town, which ſhe had refuſed 
upon the footing of annexation curing the war, under her 
conſtitution. Let me further ſuppoſe (which is neceſſary 
for bring the touchſtone to the argument), that it was ad- 
mitted the thing refuſed was of no conſequence or value 
to Great Britain. In ſuch a caſe, is any man prepared 
to contend, that we ought to continue the war, zof for the 
cefſion of additional territory, but to beat the French out of 
an unfounded reaſon for refuſyig what we did not want? 
Having been at war ſo long deſtroy her whole conſti- 
tution, and having at laſt abandoned its deſtruction, were 
we now to continue it only to batter this chip from off a 
corner of it? Or, admitting the conſtitution of France to 
be a rule for France, were we to ſpend a hundred millions 
more to prove that ſhe did not underſtand her own con- 
ſtitution, and that Mr. Pitt was the only able commen- 


| _ tator upon the text of it? To do Mr. Pitt juſtice, notwith- 


ſtanding his public pretences, he does not ſeriouſly enter- 
_ tain ſuch an abſurdity. The putting forward the reaſon 
of refuſal which is unfounded and fallacious, and keeping 
back the view of the real queſtion, the value of the thing 
refuſed, and the chance of retrieving it by continuing the 
war, was only the parade and juggle of the day. It was 
to hide from the Houſe and the Country, THAT WE WERE | 
ACTUALLY TO BE AT WAR FOR BELGIUM. _ 
To put this plain truth beyond the reach of controverſy, 
let me ſuppoſe (to expoſe our ſtate quackery) that France 
were to abandon the ground of political annexation alto- 
_ gether, and to aſſert, as ſhe has to her own people, her 
poſſeſſion of the Netherlands upon the principle of ſafety 
_ againſt future aggreſſion from the northern powers of 
Europe ſhould we, in that event, be nearer to a peace? 
The beſt anſwer to this queſtion is an appeal to the King's 
| firſt note delivered by Lord Malmeſbury, wherein origi- 
nated the baſis of negotiation. The ceſſion of Belgium to 
the Emperor is there propoſed by the King upon the foot- 
ing, that the ſacred obligation of his crown, and the 2 
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of treaties, rendered it binding upon his Majeſty to de- 
mand it. 3 5 
Upon /i, baſis of negotiation it is plain, that the refuſal 
of ceſſion, whatever might have been the reaſon for it, or 


a refuſal without a reaſon, muſt equally have terminated 
the negotiation ; becauſe the ſacred obligations of his 


Majeſty's crown, and the binding force of treaties, have 
no relation whatever to the reſiſtance of arrogant preten- 


fions of France againſt the law of nations, but apply 


wholly to the duty impoſed upon his Majeſty to obtain for 


the Emperor the poſſeflion of the Netherlands. 5 
THE WAR IS THEREFORE CONTINUED AT THIS 
MOMENT IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE SINE QUA NON 
_ of GREAT BRITAIN, WHICH is BELGIUM, AND NOT 
AT ALL UPON THE REASON GIVEN WHY THAT SINE | 


QUA NON 1s RESISTED; ſince it is plain, that if the 


ceſſion of Belgium to the Emperor be our ultimatum, 
the refuſal of yielding to that ultimatum muſt have been 
an abſolute bar to peace, whatever might have been the 
reaſon of refuſing to accede to it, or though no reaſon had 
been given by the party refuſing. „%% 
TE BRITISH NATION IS THEREFORE AT THIS Mo- 
MENT AT WAR FOR BELG1UM : fince, ſuppoſing all 
other obſtacles could be removed, this territory, upon the 
footing of the late negotiation, remains an inſuperable bar 


to peace; England inſiſting to demand, and France to re- 
fuſe it. | DE, | 


But 1s the annexation of Pelgium, thus artfully put 


forward, as if it were the grand embarraſſment, the only 
reaſon given or entertained by Franee for refuſing the de- 
vt It appears 
from M. Delacroix's diſcuſſion with Lord Malmeſbury, 
that though it could not be ceded by an act of the execu- 


manded ceſſion? We know the contrary. 


tive power, and conſequently not by the Directory, as the 


baſis of a treaty, yet that it might be done by the convo- 
cation of primary aſſemblies ; but France has given other 
public aud official reaſons to her own ſubjects (and which 
are unqueſtionably her real ones) why this courſe is not 
likely to be taken, and why the ceſſion of Belgium will 


Foy not be admitted. 


Theſe reaſons involve miniſters in that deep reſpon- 
ſibility which it has been the object of theſe pages to make 


plain to the Britiſh nation. France conſiders the original 
| annexation 
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annexation of Belgium as an act of neceſſity impoſed upom 
her by the aggreſſion of confederated Europe, and the 
maintains the poſſeſſion of it againſt the future aſlaults of 
the ſame conſpiracy. 


Until the treaty of Pilnitz had been framed for the 


deſtruction of her conſtitution, and the diſmemberment 


of her empire, ſhe had not extended its limits. The 


hoſtile ſyſtem of Europe againſt France had been reſolved 


on, and the Emperor had actually begun the war, before 
the Netherlands were invaded. he entreaties of Louis 


the Sixteenth to the Emperor Joſeph to defiſt from his 
purpoſes, and to maintain the tranquility of Europe, were 


moſt earneft and affecting. They bore his name as King 


of the French; and though they were the public acts f 
his miniſters, yet their ſincerity was avowed and inſiſted 
on by that moſt unfortunate prince upon his trial, and 

ſhortly before his death. Long after the war was raging 
in Europe, and when his fate became hourly more critical 
by the ill- omened protection of deſpots, the fame earneſt 
appeal was made by him to the councils of Great Britain; 

_ our mediation with the Emperor was earneſtly entreated, 
and haughtily refuſed ; the continuation of peace, on the | 
renunciation of conqueſt and aggrandizement, was alſo 
humbly offered, and with the ſame loftineſs rejected. | 
T be fame offers were renewed on the part of the repubs 
lic, and were not merely reſiſted, but repelled with inſult, 


by the ſudden diſmiſſion of the ambaſſador from the king- 


dom. 


Since that period Europe and France 1280 Benn oppoſed 


to each other. If the combined princes could at any time 


have penetrated through Alſatia, or through the Nether- 


lands, into the tercitories of the republic, the republic 
muſt have fallen. And could they do ſo to-morrow, 


France muſt feel that her e endence would be zndan- 
gered. This ſituation probably produced the annexation 
of the Netherlands, and the ſenſe of ſimilar dangers now 
oppoſes its retroceſſion. 

Theſe are facts; and they not ouly expole the ao 


duct of miniſters, but demonſtrate, that whilſt their 
ſyſtem of policy remains in force, there is no hope. that 


France, feeling a ſenſe of fecnrity, will relax from de- 
mands which a natural anxiety for ſecurity has ſuggeſted. 


I can have no Peanure in adveriing to tlus calamitous 


G FIN proſpect. | 
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proſpect. But it is not by concealing the public diſtem- 
per that its cure can be effected to heal the wound, it 


muſt be probed.— If I am charged (as Mr. Fox lately 
was in the Houſe of Commons) with ſuggeſting arguments 


to the enemy, I anſwer, that they arc not my private ar- 
guments, but the public arguments of France ; that, to 
pluck them from her mouth, we muſt by wiſe councils 


change the temper that diftates them, and by removing 


her fenſe of danger which gives them ſtrength with her 


people, detach her from the ſyſtem ſhe purſues. Let us 


not deceive ourſelves—nations and the councils of nations 


are made up of men; and their operations muſt invariably 


be purſued upon human intereſts and mixed up with hu- 
man paſſions. Upon this principle I defire to aſk, whe- 
ther Great Britain, under the direction of her prelent 


councils, can expect from France, whom they have ſo | 
long thruſt out from the pale of civil ſociety, the fame 


temper and conceſſion as ff the war had been conducted 
upon the ordinary principles of belligerent nations? It 


may be very deffralle, that, upon the firſt moment of our 
return to our ſenſes, all theſe things ſhould be forgotten 
and overlooked ; but is it in the nature of human affairs 


that this ſhould happen? | 


Let us aſſimilate a conteſt with a nation, compoſed of 
men, to a quarrel with an individual man, in ſo rude a 


ſtate of ſociety as that there ſhould be no certain law to 


give a rule for both. The analogy is a cloſe one, becauſe 
nations have no common ſuperior. If, inſtead of difter- 


ing with a man upon ſome intelligible point of contro- 
verſy, ſome diſtinct claim of poſſeſſion violated, or ſome 


_ perſonal inſult unredreſſed, and for which J demanded 


ſatisfaction, I ſhould proclaim him as a wretch unfit for 


the exerciſe of ſocial life, combine all his neighbours to 
_ deftroy his dwelling, and invite his children and ſervants 
to rob and murder him, uutil inſulted nature, ſummon- 
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ing up more than ordinary ſtrength, might enable him to f 


reſiſt the conſpiracy, to enlarge his boundaries on the ſide 


from whence the attacks had been made, and to ſet his 
houſe in order for the return of domeſtic life :—ſuppoſe |} 
I ſhould then ſuddenly affect to fee a great change in him, 
and were to declare that I now found him to be a man ca 
pable of neighbourhood, and that if he would reſtore to 


dis neighbours what he had taken from them I would be 


at. 


7 
a peace with him! whilt human nature is human nature, 
what anſwer might I expect? He would ſay undoubtedly 


If I believed you to de n, and that you and my 


neighbours, againſt whom ] have been compelled to take 
ſecurity, were in earneſt to keep the peace with me, I 
might be diſpoſed to liſten to your propoſition. I told 
you originally that I had no wiſh to enlarge my bounda- 


nies, and that I only defired to be at peace: but now, if 


J remove it, what ſecurity have I, that, when your 
bruiſes are healed, brought on by vour own violence, I 


may not be the vidim oft a freſh confpir acy when I may 


be lefs able to reſiſt it? I aui, therefore, keep what vou 


compelled me for my own iecarity to occupy. J bave, 


beſides, borrowed money upon the property I was thus 


entitled to take; the occupants have laid out money on 
them; ; they aſſiſted me in my diſtreſs; they prevented my 
utter ruin by your conſpiracy; and 1 have ſworn not to | 
_ deſert them. This would be the anſwer of every man, 
and of every nation under heaven, when the proud pro- 


vokers of ſtrife are the baffled propoſers of peace. 


With regard to the actual danger of ſuffering Belgium | 
to remain with France, I am not ſuffciently maſter of the 
ſubject to be qualified publicly to diſcuſs it. It involves 
many weighty conſiderations, and is a fair ſubject of po- 


litical difference. But I lay in my claim that the conſi- 
deration of its importance may always be diſcuſſed with a 


reference to the probability of regaining it, and the price 
at which it muſt be regained. Let it never be forgotten. 


: that by purſaing it thraugh war, though upon the prin- 
ciple of ſecurity, we may regain it at a price which leaves 


us nothing to ſecure; which breaks ap our credit, and 


_ dflolves our government. 


It is remarkable that moſt of the arguments which are 
now emploved to vindicate the rejection of peace until 


Belgium can be ſeparated from the French republic, are 
the conſiderations of diſtant and contingent conſequences; 


and thele arguments are loud and vehement in the nth 5 


of thoſe very men who ſcorned all conſequences, however 


ne when they were oppoſed to the ſy ſtem of the 


war. It has appeared that when they began the conteit 
they refuſed to look at its moit obvious and calamitous 
confequences, and when warned of them in every ſtage 


towards their accompliſhment, they rejected them with 
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diſdain as vague and viſionary ſpeculations. But now. 

Wen it becomes convenient to hold up conſequences in 

racy to juſtiſy the continuation of hoſtilities begun and 

profccuted in utter contempt of them, they themſelves 

| | enter into ſnecu! ation 18 the moſt diſtant and moſt doubtful 
| ever reſorted 19 by Rateſmen. To diſappoint the advan- 
1 tages of peace, they took much farther forward into fu- 
1 turity than they were aſked by their opponents, in order to 
avert. the. hors Ys of war. They eſtimate, with all the 


1 territory, and augur other dangers to Great Britain upon 
. the moſt remote and uncertain contingencies. Surxely this 
is the very reverſe of that conduct which policy and mo- 


rality univerſally dictate. War is in itſeif ſo mighty an 


evil, either politically or morally conſidered; it entails ſo 


ma ny miferies upon mankind, even after the attainment 
of all its objects, that it ought never to be engaged in un- 


to repel its approach. Peace, on the other hand, is the 
Pops of ſo many bleſſings, that all nations ought to run 

to her embraces with an ardour which no diſtant or 
1 ful apprehenſions ſhould repel. What then muſt 
. be the reiponfibility of the rath and precipitate authors of 
war, and the uniformly backward negotiators of its ter- 
mination? 

This fatal and obſtinate miſconduct is hourly produc- 
ing the moſt calamitous effects. The difference, though 
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another equally irrational. It began with an object in 
the nature of things unattainable, and ſor that very reaſon 


be attained. Its authors are fo comp! tetely bewitched 
Wich it, that in their zeal to preſerve it they ſeem totally 
to have forgotten both the old ground on w hich they firſt 
made it, and the new One Upon which they continue it. 
"The only pri nciple which has invariably diſtinguiſhed all 


of France were lets dangerous than the changes wrought 
by ber ſyſtem in the minds of their inliabitants; that con- 
queſt was inſignificant when compared with pr oſelytiſ m; 
alid yet for the ſake of diſannexing Belgium merely as 2 
territory, wich a view to the {ca coſt, aud to continental 

2 baia RCes, 


anxiety of inhtereſted objeFtion, every ſiniſter couſequence 
of a treaty which would Le France with an extended 


til after every effort and ſpeculat ion have beer employ ed 


totally diverted from its original principle, has changed to 


has reduced us to a contention for another which cannot 


tae periods of it, has been, that the extended territories 


ws didn. on 


face of the earth to be rapidly changing under their eyes, 
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balances, they are ſuffering, w nilſt I am writing, the whole 
by the continuance of war; the authors contenting them- 


ſelves with railing here at home againſt republican 
theoriſts, who never exiſted but in their own imaginations, 


whilſt they themſelves are the practical founders of re- 


publics all over Europe, which exiſted at firſt in their 


oven imaginations alſo, but which they have ſince ſub- 


ſtantially reuliſed by their works. 


It is truly lamentable that this reflection, inflead of 
being a farcaſm upon government, falls very ſhort of the 
truth. The war is profeſſedly continued at this moment 
for another campaign or more, as circamfſtances may 


ariſe; juſt as if it could be ſo kept up, upon the mere cal- 
culation of expenſe, to be put down again, like an eſta- 


bliſhment or an equipage, at the call of convenience or 
prudence. In the niean time the great regular govern- 
ments of Europe, diſſolved from their union, and ex- 
hauſted by their efforts, are becoming feeble as adverſa- 
ries, and contemptible to their own ſubjects, whilſt the 
ſmaller ſtates of Italy, from which France might have 


been withdrawn by a cordial and maaly negotiation, ate 
now ſtarting up into new conditions of ſociety under the 


faſcinating banners of glory and victory; and England, 
inſtead of diftating a conſtitution, and boundaries to the. 


French republic, or ſettling at Paris the imaginary ba- 


lances of Europe, may be probably ſoon driven to fight 


againſt her upon Engliſh ground for her own conttitu- 
ton; whilſt the waſte and anticipation of her reſources 


nouriſhes diſguſt and alienation to its excellent principles, 
and deſtroys that enthuſiaſm which nothing but the 


practical enjoyment of good government can inſpire. 
But to ſpeak plainly and boldly my opinion with re- 


gard to peace, it is this— That when the relative ſituations 
of the two. countries are conſidered, the ceflion of Bel- 
gium to the Emperor, the arrangement concerning St. 


Domingo, or any other ſpecific line of negotiation, are as 


duſt in the balance when compared with THE SPIK bT AND 
EUER of the peace which hereafter ſhall be made. 
Suppoſing by our great reſources, and by the chances of 
war, we could drive the goverument of France to recede 


from her preſent pretenſions, -otiupon:the approach of a 
new ra of nir, dener, aml frienalſhip, but to 
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5 
avoid a political exploſion by the deſtruction of her cre- 
dit: confider coolly what fort of peace this would be 
where the hoſtile mind remained ;,—conſider how eafily 
France might again embroil us to the hazard of our 
finances, and of our conſtitution, which leans abſolutely 
upon public credit for ſupport. . The excitation, there- 
fore, which prevails at preſent to artificial hatred and 
diſtruſt of France, is a moſt fatal and ruinous policy for 
England. No man is leſs diſpoſed than 1 am to ſurren- 
der an atom of the principles of our fathers to French, or 
to any other principles. I ſhall, on the contrary, be 
found at all times amongſt the foremoſt to afſert them, 
becauſe I have been bred, beyond moſt others, to know 
their value; but the ſoundneſs of our inſtitutions, the 
attachment which mult follow from a pure adminiſtra- 
tion of them, and their mortal connection with the public 
credit of the ſtate, convince me that our ſalvation muſt 
abſolutely depend upon a ſpeedy and 1.1BERAL peace 
{ought © in the ſpirit of peace, and laid in principles 
purely pacific.” Thele laſt words are the words of 
Mr. Burke ; they were employed by him whilſt, to ule 
his own expreſſion, « we yet worked in the light :” 
they were employed by him to ſhow the means by which 
America might have been brought back to a- profitable 
ſubjection to Great Britain, which, if ſhe had been, all 
the calamities that have ſince deſolated Europe, would 
have been averted. 

Tbe writings of Mr. Burke have had a great and ex- 
tenſive influence in producing and continu; ing this fa- 
tal conteſt, Let us avail ourſelves, then, of the great 
wiſdom of his former writings to Tay the foundations of 
peace. 
When an extraordinary perſon appears in the world, 
and adds to its lights by ſuperior maxims of policy and 
wildom, he cannot afterwards deſtroy their benefits by 

any contradictions, real or apparent, in his reaſonings or 
in his conduct. We are not to receive the works of 
men as revelations, but as the chequered productions of 
our imperfect natures, from which, by the help of our 
own reaſonings, we are ſeaſonably to ſeparate the good 
from the evil. This is the true courſe to be taken with 
all human authorities. It is a, poor triumph to diſcover 
that man. | 1s not perfect, and an impr ndent uſe of the dil- 
covery 
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covery to reject his wiſdom, when the very fault we find 


with his infirmities is, that they tend to deprive us of its 
advantages. Differing wholly from Mr. Burke, and la- 
menting the conſequences of his late writings,” [ always 
think of the books and of the author in this kind of 
N Indeed when I look into my own mind, and 
find its teſt lights and principles fed from that immenſe 
magazine of moral and political wiſdom, which he has 
left as an inheritance to mankind for their inſtruction, I 


feel myſelf repelled by an awtul and grateful e | 


from petulantly approaching him.“ 

I recollect that his late writings cannot deceive me, 
| becauſe his former ones have fortified me againſt their 
deceptions. When! look beſides at his inveterate con- 


aſtency even to this hour, when ali ſupport from men and 


things have been withdrawn trom him ; when I compare 
him with thoſe who took up his errors only for their 


own convenience, and for the ſame convenience laid them 


down again, he riſes to ſuch a deceptive height from the 


compariton, that with my eyes fixed upon miniſters, 1 
view him as if upon an eminence too high to be _ 


proachcd, 
„ principles upon alc Mr. Burks founded the 


hols cn age Gf his conciliation with America, were not 


narrow and temporary, but permanent and univerſal. 
They were not  applical dle only to a diſpute between a 
mother country and her colonies, but to every poſſible 


controverſy between equal and independent nations; they 


were not tubject to variation from the tempers and cha- 
racters of the contending parties, becauſe being founded 


in human nature they embraced the whole world of 


man. 


The maxims of pac! cation which be laid: FI 


were plain and ſimple, but for that very reaſon were 
the wiſer. Wiſdom does not conſiſt in complexity; the 


ſyſtem of the univerſe is leſs intricate than a country 


clock. 
The firſt grand maxim which 1 befare adverted to, 


and which, in truth, Wneludes: all others, was, that 
8 Peace | 


If reference is had to the arguments of the author raving the ftate 


trials; in the trial of Mr, Paine, and upon ſeveral other occaſions, he will be 


found to. have uniformly purſued this courſe with regard to Mr. Burke. 
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peace is not beſt ſought * through the medium of war, 


nor to be hunted through the labyrinth of endleſs ne- 
« gotiation ; but was to be fought in the ſpirit of peace, 
% and jad in principles purely pacific,” He inculcated, 
that erimination and recrimination was not the courſe by 
which any human controverſy was to be ended ; and, 


above all, he proteſted againſt the ruling vice and impo- 
licy of the preſent adminiſtration, who have never had 


any definable ſyſtem of peace or warfare, who have al- 


ways mixed the bitterneſs of reproach with propoſitions 


for conciliation, and have uniformly brandiſhed the 


ſword in one hand with more Irritating menace, at the 
very moment they were holding forth the olive branch in 


the other. 


This we did alfo in the American war the repealing 


acts which we paſſed to ſoothe America were generally 
carried ont in the ſame ſhip with new penal bills to 


coeree them. This induced Mr, Burke in Parliament to 
expreis his doubts of +herr efficacy: You fend out an 


« angel of peace, but you fend out a deftroying angel 


8. along with her, and what will be the effects of the con- 
44 flict of theſe adverſe ſpirits is what I dare not ſay. 
4 Whether the lenient meaſures will cauſe pation to -- 


& ſubſide, or the ſeverer increaſe its fury: all this is in 
% the hands of Providence ; yet now, even now, I 


« ſhould confide in the prevailing virtue and efficacious 
6 operation of Jenity, though working 1 in darknefs and 
„ in chaos. In the mid{t -of this unnatural and turbid 
combination, I fhould hope it would prodgce order 
and beauty in the end.“ | 


I have never paſſed this ſentence through my mind, 


where it has been pretent for many years, without being 
deeply atfected by it. Its eloquence is only valuable as 
it makes the moral and political truth {ink deeper into the 
underſtanding and the heart. The angel of peace dreſſed 
in ſmiles and clothed with her own mild attributes, is 
not merely deicribed as triumphing in the blue ſerene, 
where only ordinary paſtions are to be oppoſed to her; 
but, as if Mr. Burke had looked forward to his own. 
picture of the French revolution, he truſts to her ope- 
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ration, though working in darkneſs and in chaos, in 


the midſt of unnatural and turbid combination, and looks 
forward from her preſence to order and beauty in the | 


end. 
The unalterable effect of this genuine ſpirit and. pr in- 


ciple of pcace, it is but juſtice to Mr, Burke to ſay, he 
bas never fled from. He is in this perfectly contiſtent | 


with himſelf; he, of courſe, does not agree with the 
plan Lam ſupgeiting, becauſe he propoſes no peace with 
France, becaule he thinks the peace of the world would 
be ſacrificed by its attainmeni :- but if he could once be 


brought to agree that peace was defirable, I would be 


contented to ſtand or fall as he ſubſcribed to what I am 
propoſing. Grant but the premiſes of his late wiitings, | 


2 all his deductions are full of the ſame vigour, and 
lighted up with the fame eloquence, which dittinguith 
every thing he has written. It is his falſe premiſes only 


that lead him aſtray, and make ſuch havoc in the 


world, But miniſters have no ſort of excule for their 
7 conduct; they profeſs to be fincere in deliting peace, 
E they fefuſe to purſue the only methods by which, 


etween man and man, or between nation and nation, it 


ever was, or ever can be permanently ſecured. 


1 have no more doubt than 1 entertain of my own ex- 


| igence, that if France ſaw a change in the Britiſn coun- 
cils, and with that change a conſequent renunciation of 
the iyſtem which produced the war, and which, though 


no longer avowed, notorioully obſtructs its termmation, 
the 3 of things would be ent! rely altered, The conſe- 


quences oi our m{guided councils would no doubt load 
the negotiation, under whatever auſpices it might be 
produced. , The ftrony poſition which France has. ob- 


tained, and the nec efficy to which England has reduced 


herſelf from the war, mult be expected to be felt in the 


peace, whenever or by whomfvoever it ſhall be made. 
But J look leſs to the terms, which I forefee will raiſe 
the difficulties, and which, befides, may be ſinoothed and 
rounded by the ſpirit of conciliation, than J 1cok to tho | 
future effects which that ſpirit would produce; to the 
ſolidity of the peace wiiich would be foſtered under its 


WI 8 to the return of that good will and the liberal 


conidcuce between nations, by which the proſperity of 
each fliikes down freſh roots to the proſperity of all. 


Depend | 
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Depend upon it, where peace is preſerved, and its true 
' Tirit cultivated, the world is large enough for all the 
nations which compoſe it. As they multiply in numbers, 
and increaſe in arts and improvements, traffic only be- 
comes more extenſive and complicated; and traffic 
amongſt nations is like traffic amongſt individuals; he 
who has the greateſt capital, and the beſt ſituation for 
trade, ſtarts with an advantage which only imprudence _ 
ean deſtroy. | 

This is ſtill the ſituation of Great Britain. Her im- 
menſe capital, taken with all its mortgages, and her vaſt 
poſſeſſions in every quarter of the globe, would get the 
ſtart of all Europe, tofs it, and tumble it, and divide it 


238 you will, so 48 PEACE ONLY CAN BE FRESERVED. 


It is war following war, and accumulating revenue, 
their inſeparable companions, that alone can deftroy, 
and which has already nearly neee the deſtrnc- 
tion of Great Britain, | 
There is another ſuperior advantage attending this : 
liberal ſyſtem. of pacification, which, in former times, 
would have ſunk deep into the feelings of Engliſhmen. 
The nation would ſuffer no humiliation, though mini- 
fers would be diſgraced. Such a peace would be a peace 
of liberal choice, not, as we look forward to it at pre- 
ſent, of baffled neceſſity. The peace of a free and in- 
dependent nation, lamenting the errors and ſufferings of 
freedom, holding forth her ample ſhield to protect it 
every where, and laying the fountation of a tranquillity, 
which delpotiſm never more ſhould diſturb. Cornpared 
with ſuch a proceeding, what is the wreſtiny of the ſea- 
ports of Oſtend and Antwerp from France, in order 
to reſtore them to the Emperor, who, in the tranſitions. 
of things, may be the enemy of England to-morrow, 
whilſt France may be her ally. | 
The aſcendency of France hereafter in the ſcale of 


5 Europe, u whatever may be the ultimate terms of general 


tranquulity, muſt be always ſo very powerful, from the 
fertility aud extent of her territory, her immenſe popu- 
lation, and the active genius of her people, that her rela- 
tion to England can never be indifferent. She muſt 
always be a moſt deſirable ally, or a moſt formidable 
enemy. If we were truly friends upon liberal princi- 

ples, war muſt for a century be baniihed from the earth: Z 
| 1 
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if we continue at variance, from contemptible n 
it muſt be drowned in blood. When the complicated 
and claſhing intereſts of two great countries, almoſt join- 
ed together, are contemplated, the various cauſes of 
que which intereſt might ſow, which jealouſy might 
Fon en and which falſe pride muſt be always ripening 
Inio wer, humanity ſhrinks back from conſideration of 
the mr It is not for a very private man, like me, 
With no ents for a ſtateſman, and engaged beſides in 
thi: purſu! ir: of a moſt laborious profeſſion, to compre- 
hend, in my view, the detailed intereſts of Great Bri- 
_ tain as they interſect the intereſts of France. But this I 
will ſay diſtin&tly, that I would not accept the completeſt 
knowledve of all of them, nor the higheſt ſtation to 
bring them into action, vnleſs I was conſcious of poſ- 
ſeſſing, at the ſame time, the principles and the temper 
of turning them to the benefit of my country. 
Without peace, and peace on a permanent baſis, this 
nation, with all the trade which the world will furniſh, 


cannot ſupport her eſtablithments, and muſt paſs through 1 
bankruptcy into the jaws of revohition. All the quali- 
fications of Britiſh ſtateſmen for details and management 


O 
are therefore frivolous and contemptible, when compared 


with thoſe which fit them for peace-makers and for its 
guardianſhip when it is made. Cunning and haughtineſs 
are no parts of this character. Peace-makers, to denote 


their humility and ſimplicity, are ſtiled the children of 


God. For their own exaltation, our miniſters have ſuffi- 
Gently humbled their country : let them at leaft take it 
by turns, and, that their country may now be exalted, 
let them humble themſelves. 
That an honourable peace might even now be obtain- 
ed, if rationally and honeſtly purſued, every ſucceeding 
account eſtabliſhes and confirms. Proceedings now pro- 
voke the indignation of the enlightened part of that na- 
tion, which not long ago would have been a fignal for 
enthuſiaſtic approbation. What was formerly a ſavage 
| teſtival is now ſcarcely endured as a political commemo- 
ration, and we ſee her public councils, even in the firſt 
trauſports of their unexampled victories, hailing them as 
the harbingers of univerſal tranquillity, 
But a peace alone would not ſecure Great Britain, in 
the 2 ſtate of the world, as the war has left it. 
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their rights. „ 
. This ſtate of things is abſolutely incompatible with 
the whole internal ſyſtem of policy adopted by the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration. It is in vain to think of even at- 
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She muſt prepare to redeem herſelf from her burdens,- 


and from the corruptions which occaſioned them, by 
the nobleſt acts of fortitude and ſelf-denial, and by the 
moſt rigid ſyſtem of ceconomy : every expenſe that is 
uſeleſs or inconvenient muſt be put down : the reſources 
of the country muſt: be fifted and examined to the bot- 


tom, and the revenue upheld by their moſt judicious - 


application. But no ſkill in finance, nor even integrity 


in a.minifter, can accompliſh theſe great objects, without 
creating in all ranks and claſſes of the people a deep and 
warm intereſt in the ſupporting additional burdens, and 


an enthufiaſm in the conſtitution which protects them in 


tempiing the renovation of our country upon a principle 
ef diſtruſt and terror of the very inhabitants which com- 


poſe it. The only remedy againſt mobs is to extend to 


the multitude the full privileges of a people. To give 


awful dignity and ſecurity to the Commons of England, 
let every man who has a houſe over his head have the 
proud ſenfatien that he is preſent in Parliament by depu- 


tation, The alarn of ſuch a change, even though made 
by Parliament itſelf in the benevolence and juſtice of its 
diſpenſations, has always appeared to me very extraordi- 


nary. But its reception with enlightened men is wholly 


unaccountable. The ſtrength and ſecurity of govern- 
ment, by the breadth of a popular baſis, is confirmed 
by all experience, and by the univerſal analogies of 
things. TD 1 e | 

When a government emanates from the whole people, 


when the delegation, which forms the balance to its 


wiſely fixed executive, is ſufficiently mutable to prevent 
an agency from degenerating into a controul, and ſuth- 


ciently extended to be the organ of univerſal will, the 


clubs and ſocieties and conventions which have frightened: 
us out of our ſenſes, could not in the nature of things 


_ exiſt. When the people themſelves actually chooſe the 


popular branch of the legiſlature, that forms the con- 
troul upon the other parts of it, which are, for the wiſeſt 
purpoſes, put out of their own choice by other modifica- 
tions, and where that choice is made for a very limited 


ſeaſon, 
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ſeaſon, upon what principle can rebellion exiſt againſt. 
ſuch a Parliament, and who, in God's name, are to be 
the rebels? How can a people be brought to refit a 
voluntary emanation from themſelves ? By the operation 

of what vice or infirmity will they pull down the legiſ- 
lative organ of their own will? Even if ſuch a body 
ſhould occaſionally betray its truſt, the remedy is at 
hand without tumult or revolution; the agency expires 
buy the forms of the conſtitution, and a better is ap- 
pointed in its ſtead. The bad paſſions of men will, it 
is true, work up factions in the ſtate; but factions, 
where there is a broad and general repreſentation, are 
like waves which riſe in the ocean and ſink again inſen- 
fibly into its boſom ; it is only when confined and ob- 
ſtreicted that they daſh into foam, and deſtroy by the im- 
petuoſity of their courſe. _ CFF 
This was preciſely the caſe in France.— Until there 
was a juſt and legitimate repreſentation of the people, 
controuling the other modifications of à government, 
no matter how conſtituted, clubs and knots of men 
ſpread terror and confuſion, and the people ſupported. 
them; becauſe they were repreſented in thoſe clubs and 
fact ions, or not repreſented at all. They had no other 
ſecurity againſt tyranny than by a general organization 
of their authority, and the public humours therefore 
ſettled into factions. For this ſtate of ſociety there was 
no poſſible cure but legitimate power proceeding from 
the people. When force and violence were attempted, 
they only inflamed the diſtemper; but when the cauſe 
was removed by a genuine organ of the public choice, 
the clubs decayed and fell to pieces. Miſguided men 
were no doubt diſpoſed to continue them, but the people 
at large, having then no longer any intereſt in ſupport- 


ing their authorities, they were every where put down 


without a ſtruggle: and now, whatever faults or 1mper- 
fections may be aſcribed to the government of France, 
it is certainly not one of them, that its operations are 
controuled or menaced by meetings of the people; and 
if its authority is to be imputed to great power and 
tyranny, it ſhews at leaſt that the ſtrength of govern- 
ment has nothing to fear from an extended repreſen- 
tation. . | 
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This is not the form or faſhion of ſociety in a parti- 
cular nation, or in a ſingular conſuncture, but it is the 
univerſal law which pervades civil life throughout all 
regions and in all ages; and not civil life only, but the 
life of all created things, and the exiſtence of the whole. 
material world. It is the free tranſmiſſion of that, which 


conſtitutes ſubſtances throughout all the parts which 
compoſe them, that alone aan preſerve them. . 


The humours of the human body, which occaſionally 
deform its beauty, and impair its ſtrength, are not in 


| themſelves diſeaſes, but indications that the body is gene- 
rally diſeaſed: they are but the poiſoned ſymptoms of 


zmperfect circulation, and the cure muſt be conducted 
accordingly. If their diſperſion 1s attempted without 
touching their cauſes, they diſappear, it is true, from 
the ſurface, and the medical, like the political quack, 1s 
applauded ; but the true phyſician diſcovers only in this 
apparent reſtoration the ſure prognoſtic of death. Science, 


therefore, commences its reformation in the primary ſeat 
ef vital movements; it ſets free the juices throughout all 


the capillaries of the body, and without a knife, or an 


embrocation, the ſores inſenſibly dry up, convert them 
ſelves into duſt, and the Jazar riſes from his couch. In 
the ſame manner, when the ſap which belongs to the en- 


tire ſtructure of the vegetable kingdom, is obſtructed in 


its courſe to the remoteſt branches of every plant that 
grows, it is not merely theſe defrauded branches which 


periſh ; the trunk itſelf that monopolizes the nouriſi- 


ment of which it only ought to be the conduit, is ſpeedily 
encruſted with canker, and conſumed to its very root. 


Even the inanimate maſs of matter exiſts by the ſame 


rules. It is ſome univerſal though hidden union which 


holds its ſubſtances together; and whenever from any 
cauſe it is impeded or deſtroyed, their ſurfaces become 


covered with deleterious incruſtations, which, in proceſs 


of time, will diſſolve the hardeſt of them, until their 


atoms are ſcattered to the wind. _ | 


The ruling principle of the preſent moment is moſt _ 
naturally the terror of revolution, and wiſdom, there- 


fore, directs our view to its cauſes; becauſe, without 


that conſideration, we may be running upon danger in 


our very zeal to eſcape from it. The cauſes of revolu- 


1 tions 
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tions are within reach of every body, if pride would 
ſtoop to regard them. Whatever may be the original 
_ defects of civil eſtabliſhments, hiſtory affords few ex- 
amples of violent changes (otherwiſe than by conqueſt), 
except when they groisly degenerate from their principles, 
whatever they may be, All primitive governments are, 
to a great degree, founded in focial freedom, however 
defeetively it may be ſecured. A ſpirit of liberty and 
equality pervaded even the vaſſilage of the feodal con- 
querors of Europe. Undue delegation of power and 

_ occafional abuſe of it only ſerved to rouſe unadulterated 
man to an early and timely afle; tion of hunfelf, The 

former changes in ſociety were, therefore, dignified and 


_ merciſul, Burt corruption brutifies and debaſes; her vo- 


taries are ſtupid'y infenfible, and, as this contagion 
muſt, in the nature of thinge, ſtop ſhort of the great 
mals of the people, the multitude ſeparated from theic 
| ſuperiors are of courſe the indignant reformers , and the 
lazy, profligate, bloated abuſers of rational and uſeful 
eminence are knocked on the head like ſeals whom the 
tide has left ſleeping upon the ſhore. 

This is the clue to the wonders that ſurround us. 
Human nature is preciſely the ſame. It is the corruption 
of eſtabliſhments, ten thoufand times worſe than the 
rudeſt dominion of tyranny, which bas changed, and is 
changing, the face of the modern world. The old par- 
liament of France had no reſemblance to the modern par- 
| liament of Paris when monarchy fell to the ground. The 
States of Holland, under the immortal Prince of Orange, 
were loſt in every thing but the name when the French 
croſſed the Waal to deſtroy them, and it was not the 
freezing of the river that ſecured the conqueſt, but be- 
cauſe the hearts of the inhabitants were frozen by the 
' abuſes of their government. In the ſame manner the 
Netherlands pafſed away from the Emperor. The yjoyeuſe 
entree of the good Duke of Burgundy had been for centu- 
ries nibbled away by monopolics and reſtrictions before 
the Belgians even murmured againſt his authority. This 
venerable conſtitution was offered to be reſtored at laſt : 
but the offer was too late, as all offers muſt neceſſarily 
be when they proceed fiom thoſe who can no longer 
keep what they are ready from neceſſity to grant. Such 
were the conceſſions of Charles the Firſt to his parlia- 
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ment; of Great Britain to America; and of France, 
when her notables were aſſembled. Even the horſe 
knows when his rider ſtrokes his neck from affection or 
trom fear. 

The ſubject propoſed i is now brought to its . 
Deeply impreſſed with its importance, of which, indeed, 
every hour that paſſes is furniſhing tome new and awful 
example, I have given my obſervations, defective as 
they are, openly and without reſerve to the public, and 
J have ventured to ſubſcribe them with my name, at the 
riſk of the many calumnics which they are ſure to draw 
down upon me. My opinions concerning the advantage 
of a radical reformation in the repreſentation of the 
Houle of Commons have been expreſſed from no diſre- 
ſpe& for that high afſembly, to which 1 owe a reverence 
and a duty, both as a member and a ſubject, but from a 
moſt fincere and equal attachment to all the branches of 


the conſtitution. They may long flouriſh together, if 


they will always be contented to hold their own places in 
the ſyſtem which gave them birth. It can only be from 
an attempt to change or to enlarge them that a ſcufſle 


may enſue, in which all of them may be uſurped. 


1 am perfectly aware that every thing [ bave written 
will be ineffectual for the preſent ; the cloud that hangs 
over us is as yet too thick to be penetrated by a light lo 
feeble, It is much eafier to ſcourge vice than to 
_diffipate error. Indolent indifference, timorous inactivity, 
and miſtaken virtue, are great cauſes of our preſent 


_ misfortunes; they apply to ten times the number of 


thoſe who are materially affected by ſelf-intereſt ; and of 
the three the laſt is by far the moſt miſchievous; not 
only becauſe principles of energy are more dangerous 
than thoſe which incline men to be paſſive, but becauſe 
there is ſoinething awful and faſcinating in virtue, how- 
ever miſguided, and however deſtructive from its errors. 
The truth is, we were ſuddenly placed by the moſt ex- 
traordinary events in a new ſituation, both as it regarded 

our moral feelings as good men, and our prudence as 


enlightened members of civil life. 


The conjuncture I allude to, under any circumſtances, 
would have been a ſtumbling- block to many; coming in 


critical aid of the deſperate projects of ambition and cor- 


ruption, it became for a ſcaſoii irreſiſtible; it Rin continues 
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to be dangerouſly powerful, but it will inſenſibly wear away. . 

1 have had a thouſand opportunities of obſerving its in- 

fluence amongſt thoſe valuable claſſes of men who take 
the deepeſt intereſt in whatever appears to be connected 
with the moral order of the world.  Propenfities iq 

perfectly worthy deſerve a greater reward than man can 

_ confer on them; but they are apt, without great caution, 
to lead men beyond the ſphere of their duties, as every 
thing muſt neceſfirily be which is wholly beyond the 
limits of our contracted powers. The extravagance of 
pious but miſdirected zeal may work as much evil as the 

_ outrages of impiety. Men become mad from arrogance 

and preſumption, when they preſume to decide upon 
conſequences far beyond the reach of human forecaſt, 

and they become wicked to a degree, from which nothing 

but madneſs ought to ward off puniſhment, when they 

ſupport in their own. country the groſſeſt abuſes, and 

the moſt ruinous waſte of the reſources of future ages, 

under the pretence of arreſting thoſe mighty and never- 
ny _ ceaſing changes of the world, the conſequences of which 

no mortal ſtrength can ſubdue, and which are as much 

beyond our capacities as they are foreign to our concerns. 

From ſuch extraordinary conjunctures much better 

= fruits may be gathered by a modeſt conſideration of them, 
as furnithing the moſt awful and inſtructive leflons for 

our conduct and refvrmation. y oinnnn, 

The French revolution, by ſhewing the irrefiſtible 

force of popular zeal and fury, may be expected to 

teach the regular governments of the world to beware 

how they provoke them by acts of injuſtice and oppreſ- 

fion, or by the gradual ſliding of political eſtabliſhments. 

3 from the great protective ends of their inſtitutions. It 
1 may inculcate the wiſdom of moderate and inſenſible 
£ changes, as the mutable and periſhable nature of at 
ſocial eſtabliſhments may require them; and, above all, 
it may remind them of a truth quite univerſal and in- 
_ controvertible, but which feems to be too little adverted 

to, that when men are really happy under their govern- 
ments, they never puſh their reafonings upon political 

theories to extravaga it concluſions, much leſs combine to 
reduce them by force into practice, at the hazard of all 
the horrors and ſufferings, which, to ſome extent or 
5 other, every revolution muſt unavoidably produce, 


Os 
To the governed the leſſon may not be the leſs mo- 
mentous, It may ſerve as a warning to the inhabitants 


of all nations not ſuddenly to puſh the reformations of 7 


fociety beyond the pitch of prudence and the analogies 


of experience; to conſider government as a practical 


thing; rather to build upon the foundations laid by the 
united wiſdom of ſocial man, improving upon the 
model by the riſing lights of the world, than to aſſume 
at once the exerciſe and practice of their full rights 
MERELY BECAUSE THE RIGHTS UNQUESTIONABLY 
BELONG TO THEM, inſtead of confenting by infenfible 
and peaceable operations to adopt ſuch changes and mo- 
difications of popular authority as may anſwer the full 
purpoſes of ſocial ſecurity and happineſs; but, above 
all, it may ſerve, as with the voice and force of thun- 
der, to fink deep into the hearts both of princes and 
people never to ſuffer their ſupport of human authority, 
or their zeal for the correction of its abuſes, however 


_ defirable or important, to ſuperſede that ſyſtem of be- 
nevolence towards our fellow-creatures, the firſt and 
grand precept of our religion, whoſe obſervance is the 
 Key-ſtone of human happineſs, and whoſe breach is 
the ſource of all the miſeries which afflict and agitate 
the world... | ts 0 


Theſe are the leſſons which i may be expected 15 
teach to every nation as conſidered by itſelf, For the 


regulation of ſeparate communities in their concerns with 


others, future ages will probably, looking back to the 
diſtracted councils of Great Britain during this unpa- 
ralleled criſis, have reſort to them as a negative example 


of prudent government. It will teach particular ſtates 


to confine their interferences with the affairs of other 


Countries within the bounds which are calculated to ſe- 


cure their own territories and independence. It will 
cauſe them to beware how they arrogantly aſſume to 


themſelves, againſt the firſt laws of nature, and the ob- 
vious plans of Providence in the progreſſive changes of 


the world, the right of arreſting the awful and majeſtic 


courſe of freedom contendipg againſt uſurped authority, 
whatever may be the fury or irregularity of its courſes, 


It will alſo ſerve to remind the rulers of nations in the 
neighbourhood of changes ariſing from abuſes of au- 


_ thority, that abuſes ot authority are the conſtant fore- 


runners 
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runners of changes, and the cauſes by which they are 
produced. ; 

There is one further and laſt example to he derived 
to future ages from the preſent fortunes of Great Bri- 


tain, which it reſts with the people of England to fur- 


niſh to the world. By coming forward at this moment 
with prudence and with order, with a inbiniffton which 
wiſdom dictates to every people to their eitabiiſhed go- 
vernment, but with a firmneſs which at the ſame time 
reminds that government, that it exiſts only for their 
benefit and by their conſent, they may yet preſerve their 
country. This majeſtic and commanding conduct will 
demonſtrate to future times, and to other nations, that 
there is no ſtate of adverſity which ought to reduce a 
great people to deſpair ; that national adverſity cannot 
even exiſt for any long ſeaſon, but from wicked miſgo- 
vernment, and ſhameful ſubmiſſion to it; and that the 
| advantage of our free conſtitution (well worthy of all 
the blood that has been ſhed for it, and which may yet 
be ſhed to preſerve it) is, that it poſſeſſes within itſelf the 
means of its own reformation ; inſuring to its ſubjects _ 
an exemption from revolution, the work of all poſſible 
evils, except that confirmed eſtabliſhment of tyranny | 
oo and nen for which there | is no o other cure. 
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7 M*: FOX's LETTER to the worthy and 18 


LECTORS of the City and Liberty of WES T- 


MINSTER ; 14th Edition, Price 1. 


« Of the contents of a Letter, which has commanded 
ſuch general attention, as to have arrived at the Eighth 


Edition before we could have an opportunity of peruſing 
it, few of our readers can need to be informed. On the 
illuſtrious Author, whoſe name will be dear to Britons 
as long as the true principles of their conſtitution are 
underſtood, and their moſt important rights continue 


to be valued, it is wholly unneceſſary for us to attempt 
a panegyric.?ꝰ MON THLY REVIEw, Feb. 1793. 
Mr. Fox has made a ſolemn, and, we truſt, not an 


ineffectual Appeal to his Conſtituents and the Nation 
at large. He expreſſes himſelf upon paper, as in debate, 
in a clear, manly, and perſpicuous manner; and his 
language, unencumbered with flowers and figures, and 
bis arguments, are at once logical and convincing.” 


ANALYTICAL REVIEW, Feb. 


A work of great utility to the Peer, the Member of Parlia- 


ment, - the Judge, the Barriſter, the Magiſtrate, and all 5 
others intereſted in the laws of Great Britain. 


. In three very large Volumes octavo, printed uniformly to 


bind with the Parliamentary Debates, Price 2]. 28. in 
boards. | 
PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, 8 of. & 


COMPLETE COLLECTION of KINGS SPEECHES, 
Mieſſages to both Honles of Parliament, Addreſſes, and 


Repreientations of both Houſes to the Thr one; Speeches of 


tbe Lords Chancellors, Keepers, &c. and of the Speakers 
of the Houle of Commons, from the Reſtoration, i in 1660, 
to the Diſſolution of the Jaſt Parliament, in May, 1796. 
To which is added, a compiete and correct Collection of 
the LORDS PROT ES To, from the earlieſt record to 
the ſame period, Alſo, an accurate copy of the RE» _ 


MEMBRANCES, or STANDING ORDERS of the 
HOUSE of LORDS, extracted from, and compared 


with the Journals of the ſaid Houle: together with a 


Collection of RULES and STANDING ORDERS of 
the HOUSE of COMMONS, relative to the applying 
for and paſſing Bulls for Iacloſing a aud Dranng of Land, 

making 
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making Roads, Canals, Navigations, Docks, Brid 


Paviog and Lighting Towns, Paying Small Debts, 
Sc. &c. the whole carefully collated with the Records. 
and Journals of Parliament. The Parliamentary Fury ! 


ends where this Work commences. 


A Collection of STATE PAPERS ative to the 


WAR AGAINST FRANCE now carrying on. by 


GREAT BRITAIN, and the ſeveral other European 8 


Powers; containing authentic copies of every important 


State Paper, many of which have never before been 


publiſned in England. —In 4 volumes, yo. Price 
11. 178. in boards. 5 


For our account of the former part of this nie 85 


Collection, we refer to our Reviews of December 1794, 


and February 1796. The Editor aſſures the Publie, in 


his Introduction, that he has drawn his materials from 
the beſt ſourees; that he has endeavoured to combine 
accuracy of detail with clearneſs of art angement ; and 
that he has attempted to execute his tranſlations with 
that fidelity which is ſo peculiarly neceſſary in a work 
that aſpires to the character of official.” He further 
obſerves, that the frequent references that have been 
made to the preſent eonſtitution of the French Republic, ; 


have induced him to include it in the preſent Collection.“ 


This laſt article will doubtleſs be thought by many 
readers, to add conſiderably to the importance of the 
| en volume.” Mo. Rev. Sept. 1796. 


This Day are Publiſbed, 
No. IX. and X. of the preſent Seſſion, reviſed and 
collated, with the ſeveral Notes of Members, and will be 


regularly continued weekly, during the Seſſion. 


The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER; or, Toe 
Hiſtory of the Proceedings and Debates ot both LORDS 


and COMMONS; j containing an account of the moſt in-„ 
tereſting Speeches and Motions ; authentic Copies of all 


Important Letters and Papers laid betore either Houle 
during the preſent ſeſſion, 


* * This Work was originally undertaken. at the - 


deſire of ſeveral perſons of diſtinguiſhed abilities and 
rank, from whole communications and patronage it has 
derived peculiar advantages. The favourable reception 


it has met with during the four laſt and preſent Parlia- 
ments, while it demands the molt grateful acknowledge- 
meats of the Editors, encour "ages them to prolecute a 

eou- 


BOORS PRINTED FOR J. DEBRET T. 
continuation of the ſame, during the preſent Parliament, 
For this purpoſe they beg leave again to ſolicit the affiſt- 
ance of their former friends, and every other gentleman, 
A ſtrict attention will be paid to all their commands and 
favours; nor will any affiduity or care be wanting to 


1 that truth and accuracy, for which this work ' 
as hitherto been diſtinguiſhed. 


PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, from: 170 to 


1796, 18 vols. Price gl. 48. 6d. half bound and lettered. 
 PARLIAMEN FARY REGISTER, from 17 734. t to 


1790, 13 vols. Price 61. 18s. half bound and lettered. 


PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER, from 1580 by. 


1784, 14 vols. Price 5. 128. halt bound and lettere 1, f 
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, from 1743 to 
1774s 7 vols. Price 21. 128. 6d. half bound and lettered. 
* * The ſeveral fugitive publications of the proceed- 
iygs of Parliament, during this long and intereſting 
period, have been affiduouſly collected and carefully 
- collated with the Journals. Of the Commons, there has 
been only one imperfect collection publiſhed, which is 
become very ſcarce; and of the Lords there has been no 
publication whatever, except a few detached papers. 
This work is intended to fill up an important chaſm in 
the Parliamentary Hiſtory ot Great Britain —Chandler's 
Collection of Debates ends in the Year 1743, and the 
Parliamentary Regiſter commences in the year 1774. 
During this interval, there is ho account of Proceedings 
of Parliament that can be relied upon. 
In the Debates of this period are many important 
motions ariſing from a variety of intereſting events, both 
domeſtic and foreign. Several material changes in the 
Adminſtration were the conſequence of thoſe Debates. 
As the attention of Parliament was occaſionally employed 
upon two long and expenſive wars with France and 
Spain, and the ſuppreſſion of an inteſtine rebellion, a 


- moment's reflection will ſhew this to have been one of | 


the moſt important periods in our hiſtory. 
Preparing for the Preſs, in Sixteen Volumes, 
Price Six Guineas, half bound and lettered, a naw 
Edition, w ith conſiderable Additions, of The | 
z PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER,  ____ 
From the General Election in 1774, to the Didolatioa : 
f Parliament in 1780; reviſed and collated wn | the 
| ote 
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| Notes of ſeveral Members, and with the Journals of 
Parliament. 

© Thoſe Noblemen and Gentlemen who may he 


pleaſed to patronize this collection, are reſpectfully en- - 
treated to tranſmit their names to J. DEBRETT, or to 


their reſpective Bookſellers. No money will be re- 
ceived till the delivery of the work, which will be im- 
mediately put to preſs on the receipt of 2 50 Subſcribers. 

GENERAL WASHINGTON's LETTER to the 
people of the United States of AMERICA, on reſigning 


the office of Prefident of the United States. Third 


Edition, Price 18. 


They who admire the mebis effuſions of freedom, 
| tempered with a wiſe and virtuous moderation, will 
experience a pleaſure in peruſing this new teſtimony of 
the worth and talents of General Waſhington, which we 


25 not inclined to anticipate by any extract. 


___ Crrricar Review, Jan. 1797. 
An Authentic COPY of the BILL for the better Sup- 
port and Maintenance of the POOR, preſented to the 


; _ Houſe of Commons by the Nein Hon. W. Pitt. 4th = 


Edition, Price 6d. 


An INQUIRY mto the preſent Condition of the 
: Lower Claſſes, and the means of improving it, includ- 
ing Remarks on Mr. Pitt's Poor Bill, &c. by R. A. 
INGRAM, B. D. Fellow of Queen's College, Cambridge, 


Price 28. 64. 


TM DISCOVERY, SETTLEMENT, and STATE | 
of KENTUCKY; and an Eſſay towards the Topogra- 
phy and the Natural Hiſtory of that important Country. 
Alſo the Adventures of Colonel Daniel Boon, one of the 
Hirſt ſettlers; comprehending every important occur- 


| rence in the Political Hiſtory of that Province. The 
Minutes of the Plankaſhaw Council, held at Poſt St. 


Vincent's, April 15, 1784. An account of the Indian 


Nations inhabiting within the limits of the Thirteen 


United States, their Manners and Cuſtoms, and Reflec- | 


: tions on their Origin, by John Fiulinſon. 
To which is prefixed, 
5 Topographical Deſcription of the Weſtern Terri. 


tory of North America, containing a ſuccin& account 
of its Soil, Climate, Natural Hiſtory, Population, Agri- 


culture, Manners, and Cuſtoms, with an ample Deſcrip- 


tion of the ſeveral Diviſions into which that country is 
par- 
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partitioned, by Gilbert Imlay, Eſq. a Captain in the 
American army during the war, and Commiſſioner for 
lay! ing out lands in the Back Settlemedits. | 
A New Edition, with conſiderable Additions, includ- 

ing HUTCHIN's Topography of LOUISIANA, WEST 
FLORIDA, the MISSISSIPPI, with its principal 
Branches and Settlements, the OHIO, ILLINOIS, &c. 
&c. Account of the Soil, Timber, and other Produc- 
tions -of the GENESEE LANDS. Deſcription of the 
State of TENESEE, with the New Conſtitution, illuſ- 
_ trated. with a large Map of Kentucky, from actual Sur- 
vey, by Elihu Barker, of the Teneſee State, of the 
Weſtern Territory, and of the Rapids on the Ohio, with 
a copious Index; in one large volume 8v0. Price 98. in 
boards. | 
MEMOIRES for 1 VIE et le CARACTERE de | 
Map AME la DUCHESSE DE POLIGNAC—Avec des 
Aneedotes intereffantes ſur la REvoLuTION FRANCOISͤE, 
& ſur la Perſonne de MARIE-ANTOINETTE, REINE 
de FRANCE, Ecrites par la COMTESSE DIAN DE 
POLIGNAC. Price 2s. ddt. | 
This little work might be put with advantage into 
the hands of young Ladies who are learning the French 
language. The intereſt their ſenfible hearts muſt take 
in the narrative, would animate and alleviate the troubles 
of overcoming the difficulties of the leſſon ; and they 
would contemplate more than one or two of the moſt 
noble models of examples of female excellence, 
ENGLISH REV. Jan. 1796. 
The CORRESPON DENCE between a TRAVELLER 
and a MINISTER of STATE, in October and Novem- 
ber, 1792; preceded by remarks upon the origin and 
| the final objects of the preſent war, as well as upon the 
political polition of Europe in Oct. 1796. Tranſlated 
from the original, and accompanied with a Preface, by 
N. W. WraxaLL, Eſq. with a joint addreſs to the. 
Right Hon. W. Pitt and C. J. Fox, a New Edition, 
Price 28. Gd. 5 
© THOUGHTS on the LATE NEGOTIATION "= 
PARIS, the Cauſes of its Failure, the Principles on 
which it ought to have been conducted, and the Means by 
* Revival; Second Edition; Price 1s. : 


